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Terms.—Four Doiiars per annum, in advance, 
or if remilted before the expiration of the first month 
after the commencement of a volume ;—otherwise Five 
Dollars will be charged. Three copies will be sent to 
one address upon the receipt of Ten Dollars, and 
seven copies wpon the receipt of ‘Twenty Dollars. 

Subscribers may remit, at our risk, by mail ; and 
current bills, of sound banks, in any of the States, 
will be accepted in payment. 


To Subscribers.—To correct a misconception 
on the part of several of our subscribers, in re- 
gard to the reduction of terms of the Recister, 
we make this explanation: the reduction to four 
dollars, per annum, is applicable only to the cur- 
rent year (1849)—and to enable distant subscri- 
bers to avail themselves of it, the time, within 
which four doliars will be received in full pay- 
ment for the subscriptions for 1849, is extended 
to the 15th of March next,—after which period 
all subscriptions remaining unpaid, will be charged 
at five dollars. 

For the six months’ subscription preceding first 
of January, 1849, the terms are $2 50. As a 
further inducement, however, to prompt payment, 
we state that the remittance of six dollars, by 


those who are indebted for the 74th volume, and | 


of two dollars, by those who have forwarded four 
dollars in payment of the 74th and 75th volumes, 
prior to the 15th of March next, will be accepted 
in full payment to the first of January, 1850, (or 
for the three volumes, Nos. 74, 75 and 76.) 

The importance of the punctual payment of 
subscriptions in the publication of a paper similar 
to ours, deriving all its means from the subscrip- 
tions, it is hoped, will be properly appreciated by 
the patrons, as well as our efforts to reduce the 
price of a work, admitted to ‘be of no inconside- 
rable value to the reading public, and requiring a 
heavy outlay of labor and money. 








Chronicle. 
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Mittarp Fitimore, the Vice President elect, 
has resigned the office of Comptroller of the State 
of New York, to which he had been elected by 
the people. The resignation is to take effect from 
and after the 20th inst. 

OE alta. ns ~All 

Expuneine Resoitution.—Mr. Thompson, of 

Pa., offered a resolution in the House to expunze 


from the Journal of the House of the last year, | 


that part of it which declares that the Mexican 
War was unconstitutionally begun and - carried 
on by President Polk. The preamble and reso- 
lution was read, but there was no further action 
thereon. 

—_ - —_—__~@>— “ _ 


Homesteap Exemprion.—This principle, which 
is incorporated into the Constitution of the State 
of Wisconsin, and has received the sanction of 
the Legislatures of Michigan and Connecticut, is 
now being discussed in the legislatures of Penn- 
Sylvania, New York, Ohio, and New Jersey. It 
received a favorable notice from the Governor of 
Missouri, who recommended the adoption of some 
such measure for the security of the unfortunate 


debtor, and his family, from the ills of homeless- 
ness and houselessness. 





Treasury Department.—A notice from the 
Treasury Department, dated the 7th inst., an- 


nounces that ‘‘ the means of the government are 
competent to liquidate all claims against the trea- 
sury up tothe [st of April next, without calling 
in hefore that date any further payments on ac- 
count of the loan of 1848,” and “ desiring to save 
all unnecessary interest,” the ‘‘ successful bidders 
for that loan, by whom any balance is still due,” 
are informed “that they are permiited to post- 
pone any further payment until the Ist of April 
next.” 


-y 
——or 


Atvantic Sreamers.—The mammoth steam- 
ships, Atlantic and Pacific, intended for the ‘‘ New 
York and Liverpool line of Mail Steam Packets,” 
were launched from 
(Brown’s and Bell’s), on the inst. The pro- 








ject involves the construction of five ships of 
nearly 3000 tons burthen, at an aggregate ex- 
pense of $2,500,000, or $500,000 each. The 
expense of the machinery alone is about $225,000 
for each vessel. The length of the ships is 290 
feet, depth of hold 31 feet, and breadth of beam 
46 feet. Diameter of cylinders of the engines is 
95 inches, with nine feet stroke. 


iii 
“or 


Tae Mexican Prorocot.—The discovery of 
this now famous protocol, is stated to have been 
made as follows : 

The Mexican Minister (Luis de la Rosa), who 
negotiated the treaty on behalf of his government, 
and whose name is appended to the protocol, in a 
conversation with a citizen of Washington, casual- 
ly adverted to the protocol, and spoke of its effect 
in connection with the treaty. 

Much surprise was excited at this intelligence, 
and, upon solicitation, a copy was furnished by 
Mr. Rosa, in the words of that incorporated in 
the resolutions offered by Mr. Stephens. 

The fact was then communicated to a respect- 
able member of Congress, and in this way the 
subject was brought before the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 





a>. 
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INLAND TRAVEL TO CaLirorniA.—Senor de las 
Rosas gives notice that foreigners of any nation 
not at war with the Republic of Mexico, may 
pass across the territory of that Republic without 
let or hindrance from the authorities, provided he 
carries with him the proper passports,—if an alien 
resident, his letter of protection. Parties, he thinks, 
will be limited in numbers, and not be permitted 
to assume a military organization. 

em Ube: + SES vveeeeen 

New Department.—A bill was reported in 
| the House of Representatives on the 12th inst., 
| for the establishment of a Department of the In- 
terior, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. ‘The bill provides 
for the taking from the State Department, tie 
Patent Office and Census,—tfrom the ‘l'reasury 
Department, the Land Office and Coast Survey ,— 
from the War Department, the Indian Bureau 
and Pension Otfice,—and from the Executive De- 
partment, the public buildings, &c. It autnorizes 
the appointment of a Secretary at a salary of 
$600U per annum, with a chief clerk at $2U00 
perannonm. ‘The bill was read and put upon its 
engrossment, not however, without opposition. 
The vole upon ordering it to be engrossed was 
LLL ayes, 76 noes. 

pes VoRs Seve yy: Seth WEYy enters eee 








Tue Sournern Appress.—Of the 120 mem- 
bers of the Senate and House of Representatives 
at Washington, only forty-eight (the Richmoad 
Enquirer says 56) iiave signed the address of Mr. 
Caihoun. We take our enumeration from the 
Charleston Mercury, which is as follows :—From 





their respective yards 











Virginia, Messrs. Hunter, Mason, Atkinson, Bay- 
ly, Beale, Bedinger, Bocock, Brown, Meade, 
Thompson—10; From North Carolina, Messrs. 
Daniel and Venable—2; From South Carelina, 
Messrs. Butler, Calhoun, Burt, Holmes, Rhett, 
Simpson, Wallace, Woodward—8 ; From Gzorgia, 
Messrs. Iverson, Johnson, Haralson—3; From 
Florida, Mr. Yulee—1; From Missouri, Mr. At- 
chison—1; From Louisiana, Messrs. Downs, 
Harmanson, La Sere, Morse—4; From Tezas, 
Messrs. Pillsbury and Kaufman—2; From A- 
kansas, Messrs. Borland, Sebastian, Johnson—38 ; 
From Tennessee, Messrs. Turney and Stanton—2 ; 
From Alabama, Messrs. King, Fitzpatrick, Gayle, 
Bowdon, Harris, Inge- 6; From Mississippi, 
Messrs. Davis, Foote, Tompkins, Brown, Fea- 
therston, Thompson —6. 

It is stated that the name of Mr. Thibodeaux, 
of Louisiana, is also appended. 

eptiiaa incited aasininikitiass 

More Annexation.—A portion of the citizens 
of Pike County, Kentucky, have presented a me- 
morial to the Legislature of Virginia, avowing 
their purpose to apply to the General Assembly 
of Kentucky to pass an act ceding to the State of 
Virginia that portion of Pike county in which 
they are residents. 

In answer to the prayer of the petitioners the 
Virginia Legislature has resolved to accept such 
cession in case the State of Kentucky shall pass 
an act ceding it to that State, and that the said 
territory shall be annexed to and form a part of 


the county of Logan. 
ania oof B 


Prouipsition oF Staves as MercuanpizeE.—An 
immediate and extra session of the Legislature of 
Mississippi, is demanded by the citizens of Han- 
cock county, in that State, for the purpose of en- 
acting laws prohibiting the further ingress of 
slaves from the border States of the South. In 
their petition to the Governor, they represent 
that the States of Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky 
and Missouri, where slavery has ceased to be 
profitable, from the uncertain tenure by which 
slaves are held, are now throwing an immense 
black population on the extreme Southern States, 
which is destined to increase with immense ra- 
pidity ‘To avoid this result, they propose to 
compel the more Northern of the slaveholding 
States to retain their slaves within their own 
borders. 








: — = 
T a t7 an 
National Affairs. 
CIVIL APPOINTMENTS, 
BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 


3. >> Tuomas Bacon, Collector of the Customs 
for the disirict of Oswegatchie, New York, in 
place of David C. Judson, whose commission has 
expired. 

37 S> James P. Drake, Receiver of the Land 
Office at Indianapolis, Indiana, in place of Zenas 
Lake, deceased. 

23> Cornerivs S. Bocarpus, Naval Officer 
for the district of New York, in place of Michael 
Hoffman, deceased. 

3. >> Bensamin D. Heriot, to be Navy Agent 
for the port of Charleston, in the State of South 
Carolina, for four years from the 4th of October, 
1848, at which time he was re-appointed, his 
former commission having expired. 

73> Wiutiam B. Scort, to be Navy Agent 
for the Navy-yard at the city of Washington, D. 
C., and for the Navy Department, for four years 
from the 8th day of October, 1848, .at which 
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time he was re appointed, his former commission 
having expired. 

IC Ocrativs Comex, to be Navy Agent for} 
the port of Savannah, in the State of Georgia, 
for four years from the | ]th day of October, 1848, 
at which time he was re-appointed, his former 
commission having expired. 

Samvet H. Hempsteap, to be Attorney 
of the United States for the district of Arkansas, 
re-appointed. 

Consuls of the United States. 


Pinto Wnire, of Wisconsin, for Hamburg. 

Rosert P. De Sitver, of Pennsylvania, for 
Macao. . 

H. S. Patstey, of Alabama, for Genoa. 

Cuarites W. Bravery, of Connecticut, for 
A noy, in China. 

Henry Fries, of Ohio, for Fuchow, in China. 


——~or-——- 


| ARMY. 

37S” General Gaines has assumed the com- 
mand of the Western Division of the Army, and 
established his head quarters at New Orleans. 
His staff consists of Lieut. Col. Braxton Bragg, 
Adjutant General ; Major Jchn H. Eaton, Acting 
Judge Advocate; Lieut. Patrick Calhoun, Aid de 
Camp. 

——--<§ Gee 





NAVY. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 


By and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

Thomas A. Conover, to be a captain in the 
navy, from the 2d of October, 1848, at which 
time he was promoted to fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the death of Commodore James Biddle. 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS. 
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fall that when the election was over, if the Wh; 


SECOND SESSION. , party should sueceed, a change should take place, 
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ABSiRACT OF FROCEEDINGS. 
Thursday, February 1, 1849. 


In Senate.—Gold Dollars.—The Chairman of 
the Committee on Finance submitted a report in 
favor of coming gold dollars and double eagles. 

On motion of Mr. Pearce, of Maryland, it was 
resolved to extend the time (if the House should 
concur therein) for receiving proposals to do the 
public printing, until the first of March next. 

In reference to the above, Mr. Pearce remarked, 
that though the expense of printing under the 
present contract had been less, an examination 
mstituted had shown that the paper and type 
were inferior, there was less in the page, and the 
delay in furnishing documents to members had 
been extraordinary. If it wasimporiant that any 
modifications should be made, it was necessary 
that the time for receiving proposals should be 
extended. The resolution was then passed, and 
sent to the Ilouse for concurrence. 

The Senate then proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bitl for the relief of the captors of the 
Frigate Philadelphia, which was amended by 
providing that Mrs. ‘l'wiggs and her two children, 
neices of Commodore Decatur, be deemed as his 
children, and authorized to receive shares. The 
bill was then read the third time and passed. 

House or Representatives.— Mr, Meade, from 
the Judiciary Committee, reported a bill chang- 
ing the times of holding the District Courts of 
the United States in the Western District of Vir 
ginia, and to increase the salary of the Judge of 
that District ; which, aller debate, was,on motion 
of Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, jaid upon the tavle, 
YU to 88. 

On motion, the House, in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, resumed the 








Charles H. Jackson, to be commander in the 
navy, from the 14th of September, 1848, at which | 
time he was promoted to fill the vacancy occa- | 
sioned by the death of Commander A. 8. Mac- | 
kenzie. 

Andrew A. Harwood, to be a commander in 
the navy, from the 2d of October, 1848, at which | 
time he was promoted to fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the promotion of Commander Conover. 

Wilmer Shields, to be a lieutenant in the navy, 
from the 14th of September, 1548, at which time 
he was promoted to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the promotion of Lieut. Charles H. Jackson. 

Charles E. Ficming, to be a lieutenant in the 
navy, from the 2d of October, 1848, at which 
tine he was promoted to fill the vacancy created 
by the promotion of Lieut. Andrew A. Harwood. | 

James S. Ridgely, to be a lieutenant in the | 
navy, from the 3ist of October, 1848, at which | 
time he was promoted to fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the dismission of Lieut. Zach. Holland, 
under sentence of court martial. 

William M. Caldwell, to be a lieutenant in the 
navy, from the 25ih of July, 1848, at which time 
he was promoted to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the death of Lieut. John B. Dale. 

S. Wilson Kellogg, to be a surgeon in the navy, 
from the 26th of August, 1848, at which time he 
was promoted to hil tbe vacancy occasioned by | 
the death of Surgeon J. Vaughan Smith. 

Charles Martin, to be an assistant surgeon in 
the navy, from the Sth of September, 1548, at 
which time he was appointed to fill the vacancy | 
created by the promotion of S. Wilson Kellogg. 

John Rutledge, now a master in the navy, to| 
be a lieutenant in the navy, from the 7th of Ja-| 
nuary, 1849, to fill a vacancy occasioned by the | 
death of Lieut. Francis Huger. 

In the Marine Corps. 


Algernon Sidney Taylor, first lieutenant of 
marines, to be captain by brevet, from 27th 
March, 1847, for gallant aud meritorious conduct 
at the bombardment and capture of Vera Cruz 
on the 27th of March last, aud at the capture ot 
‘Tuspan on the 1Sth day of April, 1847. 

hheory B. Watson, frst lieutenant of marines, 
to be captain by brevet, from the 2Yih of Novem- 
ber, 1847, for gallant and meritorious conduct 
in the battles of the Stn and 9th of January, 1347, 
on the banks of the Kio San Gabriel, and on the 
plains of Mesa, in Calilornia, and for the defence 
of Guaymas trom the 2Uth of October to the 2Uth 
of November, 1847. 














consideration of the Naval .dppropriation bill, and 
proceeded to dispose of the several amendments 
proposed. 

‘}he amendments proscribing the use of ardent 


and we should get back ‘the tariff of °42. We) 
there is a majority in the other House—where 4 
tariff bill only can originate—of that party ; and, 
although the session has two of the three months 
allotted to it already consumed, no bill has come 
here which hints at a change in the system. | 
desire to make no charges of neglect, but to say 
that 1 shall be most happy to co-operate with 
them in modifying the tariff of °46 as soon as 
they give me the opportunity. I shall go with 
them as far as any gentleman here to give pro- 
per protection to all the great interests of the 

ountry, but lk eannot do so until a bill comes 
from the House uf Representatives. 

Rai'road to the Pucific.—Mr. Benton gave no- 
lice of his intention to introduce on Monday 
next a bill providing for the location and con- 
struction of a national central railroad from San 
Francisco, on the Pacific, to St. Louis on the 
Misssissippi, with a branch to the Columbia 
River, in Oregon. 

Michigan Aati- Slavery Resolutions.—Mr Fitz. 
geraid presented the resolutions of the Michigan 
Legislature against the extension of slavery to 
the new territories. 

Mr. Cameron, of Pennsylvania, moved to re- 
callfrom the House the resolution previously 
adopted by the Senate, extending the time of re- 
ceiving the proposals for the public printing for 
the next Congress. ‘The motion prevailing, the 
resolution was brought back from the House, and 
on motion reconsidered. A communication from 
tne public printer was then Jaid befure the Se- 
nate and read, replying to the complaints which 
had been made agains’ the manner in which the 
public printing had been done. After a full and 
animated discussion of the subject by Messrs. 
Pearce, of Maryland, Cameron of Pa., and others, 
the resolution was amended by substituting the 
14th of February, for the Ist of March, and 
adopted. 

Mr. Mason introduced a resolution authorizing 
the Secretary of War to provide persons intend- 
ing to emigrate to California, Oregon or New 





spirits as part of the navy rativos, and providing 
for the construction of a magnetic clock at the | 
National Observatory, under the superintendence | 


of De, Locke, were passed, and aller the consi-| 


deration of other amendmenis the Committee 
ruse and reported progress. 


Friday, February 2, 1849. 


In SenatTe.—Mr. Mangum, of North Carolina, 
appeared in his seat this morning. 

The Tariff.—Mr. Cameron, of Pa. presented 
166 petitions signed by nearly 5UUU citizens of 
the State of Peunsylvania, asking such an in- 
crease of duties on foreign imports as will afford 
protection to the domestic industry of the Coun- 
try; which were referred to the Coumitiee on 
Finanee. 

ln rising to present them Mr, Cameron said: 
Mr. President, lL have a nus cer ol petitions trom 
citizens of Peuusylvania in relerence to the ta- 
rifi, all of which represent the distress which 
exisis in Pepnsylvania, in the mining and manu- 
facturing districts. ‘hose distresses | know my- 
seit to exist, and lam exceedingly desirous that | 
some early measure of relief should be adopted. 

On this subject 1 have received a variety of 
letters from gentlemen residing in my State. Que 
geutieman writes to me thal he is suprised that 
the present Senate has not already dune some- 
‘hing for the relief of this distress. Another 
gentlemen writes lo me and charges ine with not 
having presented a sufficient numuer of petitions ; 
and anuther ** fears that | have not exerted my 
self sufficiently to procure the desired reliel.” 
To these, and ali olher gentiemen who have 
wrilten to me on this subject, 1 beg to say that 
all bills which contewplate a change of the re- 
venue laws wust, by the Constiluuon, originale 
in the House of Representatives; and that the 
moment a bill comes here which shall give us 
the much needed relief, or that shall only par- 
tially relieve our manufacturers and miners, i 
shalt have my cordial and active support. Ou 
the necessity of protection to the great interests 
of Pennsylvania my mind has’ uudergove no 
change. 

‘Tne development of our manufactures and our 
mines, with the market their products have tur- 
wished to our farmers, has given our great State 
ihe high position it holds im the Union. They 
have hited our mountams aud our valleys with 
an industrious asd happy people, and they wall, 
if pruperly encouraged, every year add to our 
wealit ana our happiness. We were told aa 





Mexico, with arms and ammunition for their pro- 
lection and cefence, on paymentof the original 
cust of ihe same. Referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Reduction of Postage.—On motion of Mr. Niles, 
the Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Postage Bill, the question immediately under 
co. sideration being Mr. Cameron's motion to 
amend, So as to ailow newspapers not weighing 
more than one and a half ounces to circulate free 
within a circle of thirty miles from the office of 
publication. 

Mr. Cameron modified his amendment by strik- 
ing oul one-aud-hali ounces, so as to make it ap- 
plicable to all newspapers. 

Mr. Niles addresseu the Senate at length in 
reply to the speech of Mr. 4ilen on the same 
subject, and in a defence generally of the bill as 


reported, 


He referred particularly to Mr. Allen’s re- 
maiks, in condemuation ol the mail-war-steamer 
system, and expressed bis surprise that he whose 
vuice had been * first for war’? was among the 
first to back out. 

The Senate adjourned tntil Monday.® 


House oF Representatives.—The House of 
Representatives was engaged lor the entire day 
on the privaie calendar. 

During the session, a message was received 
from the Senate, asking that the joint resoluiion 
respecting the public printing migut be sent back 
for the purpose of undergoing a modification, 
The request was aeceded to, the Speaker \ea- 
porarily resuming the Chair tor that purpose. 


Saturday, February 3, 1849. 
The Senate did pot sit to-day. 


House or Representatives.—Mr. Stephens 
rose and asked the unanimous consent vi the 
House to introduce a resolution caliimg (he said) 
for important iniormation. He asked that it be 
read ; and it was read, as follows: 


Resvulved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to furnish this House with a currect 
copy of the original treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 
entered into on the 2d day of February, 1348, by 
Nicholas P. Trist, on the part of the United states, 
and Luis G. Cuevas, Barnado Couto, and Miguel 


‘| Atristain, oa the part of the Repuovlic of Mexico ; 


and paruculariy thuse arucles in said original treaty 
whicu were stricken Out Or aimended by the Senate 
of the United States. 

| Resolved, further, That the President be tequest- 
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ed to inform this House whether there is any evi- 
dence in the Department of State of an agreement 
and assurance made by our Commissioners with the 
Mexican Government, before the ratification by said 
Government of said amendments, substantially in 
the following words, to wit: 


“ PROTOCOL 


Of the conference previous to the ratification and 
exchange of the treaty of pesce between Ambrose 
H. Sevier and Nathan Ciifford, commissioned as 
Ministers Plenipotentiary on the part of the United 
States of America, and Don Luis de la Rosa, Minis- 
teref Foreign and Internal Affairs of the Mexican 
Republic. 

“In the city of Queretaro, on the 26th of the month 
of May, 184, at a conference between their Excel- 
lencies Nathan Clifford and Ambrose H. Sevier, 
Commissioners of the United States of Americu, 
with fall powers from their Governinent to make to 
the Mexican Republic suitable explanation in regard 
to the amendments which the Senate and Govern 
ment of the said United States have made in the 
treaty of peace, triendship, limits, and definitive set- 
tlement between the two republics, signed in the 
city of Guadalupe Hidalgo on the 2d day uf Februa- 
ry of the present vear, and his Exceilency Don Luis 
dela Rosa, Minister of Foreign Affairs cf the Re- 
public of Mexico, it was agreed, afier adequate con- 
versation respecting the changes alluded to, to re- 
cord in the present protocol the following explana- 
tiuns, which their aforesaid Excellencies the Com- 
missioners gave in the name of their Government, 
and in fulfilment of the commission conferred upon 
them near the Mexican Republic: 

_ “Ist. The American Government, by suppress 
ing the ninth article of the treaty ul Guadalupe and 
substitating the third article of the treaty of L uisiana 


— 


Legislature of that State in opposition to the in-| House or Rerresentatives.—-Trealy with 
troduction of slavery into any of the territories | Mexico —Mr. Stephens of Georgia, on motion, 
of the United States now or hereafter to be ac- | obtained the unanimous consent of the House to 
quired ; which were read, laid on the table, and | offer the resolutions attempted to be introduced 
ordered to be printed, | on the 3rd inst., respecting the supposed Protocol 
The House adopted a resolution granting to | to the late treaty with Mexico. The Clera hav- 
Mr. Sibley, representative from Wisconsin Terri- | ing read them. 
tory, the same books and public documents which} Mr. Wentworth of Illinois, called for the yeas 
had been voted to other members. and nays on the suspension of the rules, in order 
Mr. Tompkins, of Miss., presented a remon- | to act upon the resolutions—which were ordered 
strance from a person by the name of iytchlyn, | with the following result :-— 
(probably an Indian Chief,) against the billnow| Yeas, 181; nays, 3. 
pending, which proposes to unite all the Indian; The resolutions being now before the House. 
tribes in our Western Territories under one Go- |; Mr. Stephens proceeded to explain and illus- 
vernment. ‘The paper was laid on the table and | trate the merits of the question, in an earnest and 
ordered to be printed. jelegant speech. He fi the Pend emt te 
| pas s ing e President for 
Monday, Feb uary 5, 1849. | passed by the House, calling ont i 


la copy of his instructions to the treaty commis 
In Senate.—A resolution, substantially the 


sioners, Messrs. Sevier and Cliffrd, and for acor 
same as that offered in the House of Represen- | rect copy of the date treaty with Mexico, and 
tatives by Mr. Stephens, calling upon the Presi- | also read the President’s reply to the same, stat- 
dent to lay before ine Senate, in open or execu- 


ing that it would be incompatible with the public 
live session, at his discretion, any instructions 


interests to furnish the information called for. 
given to Messrs. Sevier and Clifford, Ministers He said it was nis sincere belief that the Protocol 
Pienipotentiary to the Mexican Republic, in re- to which he had referred in his resolutions, did 
gard to the treaty of peace with that Republic— 


exist, and if his present effort to call it forth from 
any protocol or paper gjmued by said ministers— its hiding-place proved ineffectual, he should then 
and all communication tween said Ministers 


move the appoimtment of a select committee, 
and the Government of the United States, in| “ith power to send for persons and papers. He 
regard to the amendments of the Senate to said reviewed several passages of the treaty which 
Treaty, was presented by Mr. Mangum. had been stricken out or altered by the United 


Which after a brief conversation, was laid States Senate, and showed that they were not 
over. what the Protocol represented them tobe. How, 


Virginia Resolutions in regard to Slavery.—Mr. he asked, did the President or his agents dare to 
o 








did notintend to diminish in any way what was 
agreed upon by the aforesaid article ninth in favor 
of the inhabitants of the territories ceded by Mexico. | 
lis understanding is, that all of that agreement is | 
contained in the third article of the treaty of Lowisi 
ana. In consequence, all the privileges and guaran- 
tics, civil, puliucal, and religious, which would have 
been possessed by the inhabitants of the ceded ter- 
ritories, if the ninth article of the treaty had been 
retalned, will be enjoyed by them, without any dil- 
te under the article which has been substitau- 
ted. 

"2d. The American Goverment, by suppressing | 
the tenth article of the treaty of Guadalupe, did not. 
in any way, intend to annul the grants of land made 
by Mexico in the ceded territories. These granis, 
notwithstanding the suppression of this arucle of the 
treaty, preserve the legal value which they may pos- 
sess, and the grantees may cause their legitimate 
a to be acknowledged before the American tribu- 
nals. 

“Conformably to the law of the United States, 
legitimate titles to every description of property, per- 
soual and real, existing in the ceded territories, are 
those which are legitimate titles under the Mexican 
law in Califurnia aud New Mexico, up to the 13th 
are 1846, and in Texas up to the 2d of March, 

“3d. The Government of the United States, by | 





Hunter presented a series of resolutions adopted | pose this fraud me es Sty ews phate 
by: the General Assembly of Virginia, reaffirm. | Mr. Houston, ot aa wep ae an rhe ra 
ing the resolutions of the same bDuody in 1847, In | Stephens, remarking a a ne pret - _ aie 
regard to the principles involved im the Wiknot | 29 from Georgia should have examined’ ® 
proviso, and also in regard to the extension of | Papers received under his eall, he would be satis 
’ Ss i gs . . « ; . . 
slavery to the territories, and to the restriction | Hed that his speech was ‘enterely ates pagent os 
of slavery or the slave trade in the District of | Uid great injustice to the President of the United 
Columbia. | States. He referred to the Jetter of instructions 
After some remarks from Mr. Hunter in re | °f the Secretary of State, and said that the tenor 
ference to the course which Virginia would be | Of that and the Protocol oe ee He ag 
called upon to adupt in case Congress passed the | ferred to the Commissioner’s letter of the 25th 
Wilmot proviso, or interiered with slavery in the | May, stating that the treaty was then ratified, 


: q = ‘ . 
District, the resolutions were laid oa the table | whereas this Protocol was dated on the 26th. 
and ordered to be printed. Mr. Ashmun then read a letter from the Com- 


; ; 4 missioners, dated four days subsequeatly, which 
Votes for President and Vice President.— Mr. ‘stated the ratification of exchanges to have been 

Clayton, trom the Joint Committee appointed tor | jade on that day. ; 

that purpose, reported a resolution recommending | jr, Houston then proposed an anendment to 

that the two Houses of Congress meet in conveu- | the resolution, by inserting “if not incompatible 

tion on the 14th inst., for the purpose of counting | with the public interests.” 


Mr. Slephens would not agree to accept the 


the electoral votes of the late Presidential elec- | 
tion. Which was adopted. | modification, as the President on a former occa- 


Mr. Clayton was appointed the teller on the | sion had retused to give the information, und the 
part of the Senate. | Senate had known nothing of this Protocol. He 
Reduction of Postage —The bill to reduce the! would now tell him and tis friends here, and the 
rates of postage bemg under consideratiun, Mr. | country, that if be does refuse now, he will move 
Allen made reply to the remarks of Mr. Niles, | for the appointment of a Committee of Inquiry, 


8u i . i 4 . r ; . . ; : 4 
Ppressing the concluding paragraph of article | of ine 24 inst., to which Mc. Miles respondeu. | with power to send for persons and papers. 


tweilth of the treaty, did nut intend to deprive the 
Mexican Republic of the free and unrestruined fa- 
cully of ceding. conveying, or transferri:g at any 
lume (as it may judge best) the sum of twelve mil- 


The remarks of Mr. 4ilen were prmcipally di-| Mr. Houston said the President could not be 
rected to an Opposition lo the system of cuniracis | intimidated mto compliance. 
with Oceau Mail Steamers, on the ground that ir. Schenck folluwed in a speech of consider- 


lions of dollars, which the same Goverumeat of the | the aid of the Government should not be lent to/ able length, prine:pally laying down the history 
United States is to deliver in the place designated | build up monopolies, and that it infracts that|of the treaty. ‘Ine course of the Executive, 





by the amended article. 


‘And these explanations having been accepted 


bv the Minister ot Foreign Atfairs of the Mexican 


Repub.ic, he declared in the name of his Govern- 


Meutthat, with the understanding conveyed by them, 
the saine Guvernment would proceed to ratify the 
(realy of Guadalupe, as modifed by the Senate aud 
Government of the United States. 


In tesumony of which, their Excellencies, the 


aforesaid Commissioners, and the Minister, have 
ry and seaied, in quiatuplicate, the preseat pro- 
Ocul, > 


th 


“ NATHAN CLIFFORD, [t, s.] 

“ AMBROSE H. SEVIER, {[L. 8s] 

“LUIS DE LA ROSA.”  [L. 8} 
And be it further resolved, That if such paper is in 
e Department of State, the President be requested 


(0 Intorm this House whether said Cummissivners, 
or Plenipotentiaries, were einpowered to make said 
explanations and give said guaranties, and by what 
Guthurity they were su empowered ; and whether 
the said protocol has been submitied to the conside- 
ration of the Senate of the United States, and been 
sanctioned by a constitutional majority of that body. 


And be it further resolved, That the President in- 


form this House whether he was aware of the exist- 
—_ of such protocol at the time of his proclamation 

the final exchange of ratificatiuns of aid weaty on 
the 4th day of July, 1848. 


th 


Mc. Houston, of Alabama, having objected to 
© consideration of the resolution it was passed 


Over, 


of M 


Michigan Anti-slavery Resolutions.—Mr. Stuart, 
ichigan, presented the resolutions of the 








clause of the Constitution which deciares that! had been deceptive in this matter, but il was not 
** no preference shall be given by any regulation | the only instance. We had the case of the Exe- 
of commerce or revenue to the purts of one | culive waging war, while Congress was in ses 
State over those of another,” by making a dis-| sion, without referring the question to them. 
crimination in favor of the port of New York, i | We had had the case of the President of the 
three paruculars—the line to Bremen, the june | United States swearing in a whole country at 
to Liverpool, and the line to New Orleans. fonce, and making them citizens without the 
Mr. Allen charged Mr. Niles with baving voted | constitutional torms; creating an independent 
lo waste the public money on ocean mail routes, | civil government within the acknuwledged limits 
and then having voted to collect it through the | of the sovereign Siate of Texas; and then ta- 
instrumentality of high tariffs, He charged Mr. | king some of their citizens aud hanging them for 
N. also with having vi lently assailed the Demo- | treason. We had had the case of his establish- 
cratic party in the debate of 1546, and trying to | ing revenue laws over the poris of Mexico, and 
bring it io disrepule, and wiih a billerness aud | collecting and disbursing money which never 
venom that no man who called himseif a whig,) came into the Treasury of the United States. 
op that side of the chamber, was ever heard to | Ihe question, said Mr. S., should now be settled, 
employ against the Democratic party. |whelwec the President might regularly assume 
Mr. Pearce of Maryland, next expressed his to be the whole government, or remain an inte- 
views upon the subject, He was oppused to the | gra! part, and because the inquiry involved these 
{ree trausmission ol vewspapers. ibe interests ccnsiderations, he was in faver of it. 
of the peuple would not be advanced by i. tle | Some further remarks were made by Messrs. 
was in favor of a low and uniform rate of postage | Meade, Boyd, Houston, and Burt, when the quess 
lor newspapers instead of an entirely {ree traus- | tion was taken on ihe amendment of Mr. Hous- 
mission. \ton—in effect, that the President need not re- 
Mr. Dickinson of New York, and Mr. Westcott | spond to the call if he should deem it incompati- 
of Fiorida, briefly addressed tne Senate on the | bie with the public interests. Which was re- 
subject—the former in favor of, and the latter in | jected by a vole of yeas 84, nays 96. 
opposition to the pending amendment of Me. | The question then recurred on the adoption of 
Cameron, which provided tor the free circulation | the original resolution, after being modified so 
of all newspapers lor a distance of thirty miles |as to embrace the request tothe President to 
from the ofiice of publication. communicate also a copy of the instructions of 
Alter which the Senate adjourned. ithe Government to the Commissioners, Messra. 
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Sevier and Clifford, together with such other 
correspondence as appertains to said treaty,— 
and it wes passed by a vole of yeas 146, nays 33 

Statue of Washington.--A resolution was pass- 
ed on motion of Mr. Meade, of Va., directing the 
Committee on Expenditures to inquire into the 
expediency of having an American copy. in 
American marble, of the statue of Washiogton, 
in the Capitol of Virginia, taken, and placed in 
the rotunda of the Capitol at Washington, and to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

The House then adjourned. 


Tuesday, February 6, 1849. 


In Senate.—South Carolina Resolutions.—Mr. 
Butler presented the resolutions of the Legislature 
of South Carolina on the subject of Slavery, the 
Wilmot proviso, and Northern agitation, accom- 
panying the presentation with some remarks tn 
reference to the course which that State would 
be bound to pursue in case this threatened policy 
in regard to thegights of the slaveholding States 
be carried out. He said he had made no threat— 
he would make no threat—he had no such dispo- 
sition, but if South Carolina should be placed in 
such situation, there can be no doubt but that she 
would enforce that resolution. 

‘The resolutions were ordered to be printed. 


Diplomatic Pledges to Mexico.—The resolution 
of Mr. Mangum, otlered yesterday, respecting the 
alledged Prutocol to the late treaty with Mexico, 
was then taken up, and after a few remarks from 
Mr. King, in favor of its immediate adoption, it 
was passed without a dissenting voice. 

Panama Railroad.—Mr. Underwood opposed the 
bill. He was averse to the principle of granting 
monopolies lo companies, and preferred that the 
Governinent should take an interest in the con- 
siruction of the road. The terms of the grant 
were tvo liberal. The road would be one of the 
most profitable in the world, and would make 
millionaires of the Contractors, by allowing them 
the control of the busimess and travel across the 
Isthmus. 

ur. Foole rose to offer an amendment for the 
construction of a road across the Isthmus of Te- 
huantepec, based on a memorial which he held 
in his hand, which he asked the reading of. 

‘The memorial of Peter A. Hargous, of New 
York, and others interested with him, represent- 
ing that they were vested with full power aid 
authority from the Mexican Republic, under the 
most solemn guarantees from that Republic, to 
open a communication between the Guli of Mex- 
ico and the Pacific Ocean, across the Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec, was then read; which together 
with the ameudment offered, giving the option to 
the Secretary of the Navy to contract with one 
or the other of the parties, if a coutract should 
be made, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Dayton then rose and addressed the Senate 
in support of the bill. He Commented with et- 
feclon the many disadvanlages which allach to 
the ‘Tehuantepec route. 

Mr. Websier replied to the arguments which 
bad veen urged against the b.1l, and made a cai 
culation, showing thal the profits of the road 
would nol be su exorbvilautas had been estima- 
ted. 


Mr. Clark moved a postponement of the further | 


consideration of the Will untill lo-worrow, which 
was agrecd Lo. 


House or Representatives —Patent Medi- 
eincs. —Mr. Edwards, by leave, from the Commu- 
lee op the subjectol adulterated drugs and medi- 
cines, reported a bill to prevent the patenting of 
medicines; which was read, and ordered tu be 
printed. 

Naval Approprialion.— The Committee of the 
Whole had under consideration the bill making 
appropriations for the support of the Naval Ser- 
vice tor the year ending 3Uih June, 1850. 

Mr. Vinton, from the Commitiee of Ways and 
Means, submitted an amendment to the purport 
that a purser be sent as a Government agent to 
the naval station in California, with the same pay 
as if serving on board a United States frigate. 
Upon this proposition, an interesting devate 
sprung up, in which Messrs. Vinton, Bowlin, King, 
Schenck, Toombs, Burt, avd Ficklin paiticipateu, 
when the amendment was at lengih adopted. 

Alter several other amendments were offered 
and discussed, the Commitiece ruse and reported 
the bill es amended. 

The previous question was then called and the 
House proceedeu to vole on the several amend- 


Mr. Rockwell’s amendment abolishing the spirit 
rations, and substituting in lieu thereof the sum 
of four cents each, was taken by tellers and lost 
—yeas 52 nays 71. 

The other amendments reported by the Com- 
mittee were then adopted, and the bill was or- 
dered to be engro:sed ; and being engrossed, was 
reed a third time and passed. 

Mr. Schenck thereupon moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the title of the bill was 
passed, and pending the reconsideration, the 
House adjourned. 


Wednesday, Febrnary 7, 1849 


In Senate.—Naval Appropriation Bill.—This 
bili was received from the House, read twice and 
referred to Committee on Finance. 

Senator from Wisconsin.—The credentials of 
Mr. Walker, Senator elect from the State of 
Wisconsin, from the 4th of March next, was pre- 
sented. 


River and Harbor Bill.—Mr. Diz, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, reported the River and 
Harbor Bill, passed by the House with amend- 
ments. All the appropriations in the bill for con- 
tinuing works existing or already commenced, 
were retained, and all.g@propriations for new 
works were stricken oul Md reported in separate 
bills, framed and recommended by the Senate 
Committee. Mr. Dix read a report trom the 
Commiitee, explaining the views eftertained by 
them, and explaining the reasons for tue course 
they have deemed proper to adopt. The report 
and the several bills were ordered to be printed. 
Repeal of the 49th Rule.— Mr. Benton offered a 
resolution tu repeal the rule which now prescribes 
the time and maener of choosing the Secretary 
and other officers*of the Senate. ‘The same lies 
over under the rule. 


Ceding the Public’Lands to the States.—Mr. Wal- 
ker presented a resolution to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of ceding the public Jauds to the States 
in which they hie, under certain restrictions, 
which also hes over. 

A resolution was submitted to the effect that 
the Senate should im future meet at 11 o’clock. 
Laid on the table. 


Central National Road.—Mr. Benton, from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, introduced a bill 
providiug for the location and construction of a 
Central National rvad from St. Louis to San Fran- 
cisco, with a branch to the Columbia river. He 
advocated the measure at great length, pointing 
out the advantages as well as the necessity for 
such arcad. ‘Ine bill was read and referred. 

Appropriation Bills— The Senate then took up 
and passed the Pension Appropriation Bill aud 
the bill providing for the Military Academy at 
West Point. 


House or Representatives —Joint Conven- 
tion for counting the Electoral Votes.—WVhe joint 
re-viulion from the Seuute respecting the meet- 
ing of voth Houses for the purpose of counting 
the electoral votes, was agreed Lo. 


Navy Appropriation Bul.—Mr. Schenck moved 
to lay upuu the table the motion ollered by him 
yesterday, lo aller the litie of the Navy bili. 
Agreed to, and the bill was sent to tie Senate 
fur Concurrence, 


Western Judicial Distiict of Louisiana.—The 
Judiciary Committee reported the Senate bill 
ior (he establishiwent of the Judicial Disirict of 
Western Louisiana, with an amendment provi- 
ding that the Judge should not be appointed un- 
til ine 15th of March next. 

Mr. Morse warmly advocated the passage of 
the bill, and infurmed the House how uecessary 
it was for the Cuvurt to be esiablished at the 
time specified. He begged the * Democracy’ 
not to resort to any strategem to deleat the bill, 
because the Judiciary Commitiee had reported 
an amendment, relieving Mr. Polk trom and de- 
volviug upon General Taylor the appoimtment 
vi the Judge of the Court. 

Mr. Kaufman made a very animated speech 
against the amendment, as a Whig measure to 
slight the present President, and transfer to his 
Successor a little patronage. He was anxious 
for the bill to pass, but he never would vote for 
it with thal amendment attached. 

Mr. Hall, of New York, a member of the Ju- 
diciary Committee, defended the action of the 
Committee in the matter. 

Mr. Caleb B. Smith spoke ably and eloquently 
in favor of the committee’s amendment. He 





ments, 














said it was right aod proper, .and according 
‘to precedent, that the time tor the Court to 


commence its session should be fixed in the 
bill, and as said Court could not possibly com- 
mence its operations until after the present Ad. 
ministration would be out of power, he deem- 
ed it eminently just and right that the Judge 
should be appointed by the President, who will 
then occupy the Executive chair, and not by the 
present Executive who will then be out of power. 
As to the charge that it is a Whig maneuvre, to 
take a little patronage from Mr. Polk and give it 
to General Taylor, he referred gentlemen to the 
time when that eminent statesman, John J. Crit- 
tenden, was nominated fora Judgeship on the 
Supreme Bench of the United States Court, by 
President Adams, on the- eve of his going out of 
power, and when the opposition in the Senate 
laid that admirable nomination on the table, ard 
thereby transferred the patronage from the out- 
going to the incoming President! There was an 
act fit for censure and condemnation! But the 
party that committed the deed, found no words 
to condemn it; but now was full of denuncia- 
tions of all acts on the part of the Whig party, 
which bore the remotest resemblance to such an 
act! Mr. Smith spoke of Mr. Crittenden’s emi- 
nent fitness for the high station to which he was 
nominated in earnest terms of praise. 

Mr. Stanton followed in opposition to the 
amendment. He said the amendment proposed 
was not one of very great importance, and was 
rather a matter of taste than principle. It was 
however the establishment of a precedent, which 
would enable another Congress to suspend their 
action for any length of time, in order to secure 
the same patronage. It was in ettect shaping 
the measures of a Congress to an anticipated 
change of Administration. He did not object 
so much to this particular instance as to the dis- 
astrous, ruinous principle it involved, which was 
to be condemned as injurious in every sense, and 
in every partof its operation. If the Senate 
acted wrongly in the instance refcrred to by the 
gentleman irom Inliana, it was no reason why 
they should now suspend the operation of laws 
to secure to themseives the spoils. It seemed 
to him that gentlemen, on the other side, for 
taste, for modesty, whether real or feigned, 
which ought to be exhibited by them at the mo- 
ment of victory, should not press this amend- 
ment now. 

Pending further action on this subject, the 
House proceeded to the consideration ot the bill 
making appropriations for certain fortifications. 

Mr. Preston, of Virginia, took the floor and 
made a very able and eloquent speech, in advo- 
cacy of a bill which he desired to offer, as a com- 
promise substitute for the California Territorial 
Bill. He spoke for an hour, and held the House 
in profound attention throughout. it was a pow- 
erlul appeal to all sections and parties to rally 
lo the settlement of the great and momentous 
territorial question, in a spirit that would do bo- 
nor lo tie descendants of those noble patriots 
who achieved for us the freedom we enjoy. 
Some passages in his speech were very beautilul 
in sentiment and illustration, and calied forth 
many Commendations. 

Mr. Brown, ot Pennsylvania, followed in a 
continuation of his former spech upon the sla- 
very question. When he had conciuded, the 
commiutee rose, Mr. Hilliard having ovtained 
the floor for to-morrow. Adjourned. 


PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF A CONVENTION OF 
SOUTHERN MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 


The resolutions of Mr. Bayly, of Virginia, re~ 
ferred to in the proceedings of tne first meeting 
held on the 23rd December last, and the addriss 
of Mr. Berrien, reported by Mr. King, of Ala., 
and rejected by the general meeting on the 22nd 
January—will conclude our publication under this 
head. 


RESOLUTIONS OFFERED BY MR. BAYLY. 


The President having taken the chair, Mr. 
Bayly, of Virginia, presented the following pre 
amble and resolutions : 

Resolved, That this meeting, composed of 4 
portion of the Senators and Representatives 
irom the slaveholding States, in the Congress of 
the United States, doth uvequivocally express 4 
firm determination to mamiain and defend the 





Constitution of the United States against every 
aggression, and that they will support the g°- 
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vernment of the United States in all measures 
warranted by that instrument. 

That they most solemnly declare a warm at- 
tachment to the union of the States, agreeably 
toits obvious and real intention, as manifested 
by the Constitution of the United States and the 
history of its formetion, to maintain which they 
pledge their individual honor; and that for this 
end it is their duty to watch over and oppose 
every infraction of those principles which con- 
stitute the only basis of that union; because a 
faithful observance of them can alone secure its 
existence and the blessings of liberty to them- 
selves and their posterity. L 

That the Government of the United States is 
one of delegated powers, limited by the plain 
sense and imtention of the Constitution of the 
United States, which is the only legitimate source 
of them; and all powers not delegated by it to 
the General Government nor prohibited to the 
States are, by the express terms of that instru- 
ment, reserved to the States respectively, or Lo 
the people. 

That no authority is conferred by the Consti- 
tution of the United States, upon the Congress 
of the United States, to impair or destroy the 
right of property in slaves either in the States, 
the District of Columbia, the Terrnories of the 
United States, or any other place whatever ; bor 
to prohibit the transfer of slaves from one place 
io another, except in the power delegated to it 
over the foreign slave trade, which has been ex- 
hausted. 

That any act of Congress designed to impair 
or destroy the right of property in slaves, in any 
of the places aforesaid, or to prohibit the trans- 
fer ef slaves from one part of the United States 
to another, would be a palpable and dangerous 
violation of the Constitution of the United States, 
and inconsistent with its compromises and guar- 
anties, without which it could net have been 
adopted. 

Tnat the favor the late efforts made in the Con- 
gress of the United States and elsewhere to in- 
terfere with the subject of domestic slavery in 
the District of Columbia and the Territories of 
the United States, and the transfer of slaves be- 
iween different sections of the Union, have met 
with from a large poriion of the non-slavehoid- 
ing States and their representatives, is of the 


most dangerous character, and, if those efforts | JY 


are persisted in, must inevitably lead to a disso- 
jution of the Union of these Siates, 

That in view of the rapid strides with which 
those efforts have progressed of late years, in 
spite of argument and remonstrance on our part, 
we cannot be insensible to the mischief that 1s 
impending, or of the necessity of more effectual 
interposition, for the purpose of arresting the 
evil and maintaining the right of the citizens of 
the slaveholding States. 

That a fundamental principle of the Union, is 
perfect equality of rights among the States 
which cou pose it; that, in legislating relative to 
the common property of all, to impose conditions 
and restrictions, in the enjoyment of it, upon the 
citizens of some of them which is not imposed 
upon the citizens of others, would pluce the 
former ina condition of inequality, imferiority 
and degradaltiun, incomp:tible with that esseu- 
tial principle of the Union. 

Thatjthe passage of a law by Congress prohibi- 
ting the citizens of any of the States from resi- 
ding, with such property as they possess, in ter- 
ritories of the United States acquired in a war 
waged with the common blood and treasure of 
all, would De to impose such conditions and re- 
sirictions to which it would be impossible for 
ireemen, with hovor, to submit. 

That in all cases of the character of the one 
in question, threatening the rights of the States 
and their citizens, where their representatives in 
Congress have exhausted their power of resis- 
lance ip vain, itis for the States whose peuple 
ure aggrieved to propose the mode and measure 
ol redress. But as we, their representatives near 
the theatre of action, see the extent of the dan- 
ger, and feel it our duty to communicate it to 
our constiluenis; theretore— 


Resolved further, ‘hat a committee of one 
from each slavehoiding State be appointed, to 
draw'an address to the people of those States, 
telling forth the progress of the evil which in our 
Opipion threatens them, ond advising them to 
adopt prompt and efficient measures tur the pro- 
tection of the property of their citizens, the main- 
lainance of the guaranties of the Constitution, 


their rights under them, and the Union of the 
States. 





ADDRESS 


To the People of the United States : 


Fellow Citizens: We are desirous of commu+ 
ning with you on a subject which is, in out 
judgment, intimately connected with the peace 
and harmony of the Union. We make no apo- 
logy for doing so: our justification will be found 
in the motive which induces this address, and in 
the object which it seeks to accomplish. That 
motive is, tv preserve in its original freshness 4 
and vigor the fraternal feeling which animated 
our fathers—that prompted them to ‘* ordain and 
establish’ a constitution, which, uniting us as one 
people, has enabled us to advance with a rapidi- 
ty unsexampled in the history of man to our pre- 
sent eminent rank among the nations of the 
world, The object whicn we seek to accom- 
plish, is to ebtuin from you a cali, dispassion- 
alte, and patriotic consideration of a series of 
measures calculated, we fear, to alienate that 
feeling, and to beget animosities alike unfriend 
ly to individual and to nativnal prosperity, We 
make no sectional appeal. We address our- 
selves to the whole American people, as to 
those who have a common and an equal interest 
in preserving and perpetuating the friendly rela- 
tious which happily subsist between the different 
Siates of the Union, If our right thus to pre- 
sent ourselves to your notice be questioned, we 
answer that it is the privilege of {freemen to con- 
fer with their jellows on matters of public con- 
cern. It it be asked why has the present mo- 
ment been chosen for this address, when (as li 
is said) nu decisive measure has been perfected, 
the answer Is, thatthe moment most propitious 
lo conciliation, 1s that which precedes, not thal 
which follows decisive action on the subject in 
controversy. lt again, it be asked what are our 
qualifications for the task in which we are en- 
gaged, it seems obvious to reply that the pro- 
lunged allendance al the seat of government, 
which our official duties demand, and the part 
which we are required to take in the admunis- 
tration of public affairs, uecessarily make us fa- 
miliar with the course of political events. But 
we invoke no aid from official station. We do 
not address you in our represenlalive character. 
We speak tu you as American ireemen, and ask 
to be heard in the spirit in whica we address 
ou. 

The subject to which we would call your at. 
tention, is the controversy unhappily existing 
belween portions of our tellow-cilizens in the 
two great sections of the Union, resulting from 
a diversily of feeling and of opinion, concerning 
the relation which exisis between the European 
and Alirican races, who dwell in ils southern sec- 
tion. We ivite your attention to a brief uarra- 
live of this controversy, its origin and progress, 
and to that series of measures to which it has 
given rise, which by a large portion of the Ame- 
rican people are veemed injurious to the inie- 
rests ol the South, aggressive upon their rights, 
and alike inconsistent with the true spirit, intent, 
aud purpose of our constitutional compact. This 
controversy had ils origin at an early period ol 
vur history. lt began shortly after the ackoow- 
ledgemeut of our independence, and has pro- 
gressively increased, until i bas arrayed in op- 
posite ranks two great portions of the Americau 
people, aud that on a subject which ts, as to 
One, al Upinion, @ sentiment, or, al most, a ques- 
tion Of poliiical power in the councils of the na- 
lion; while to tue Other, itis conlessedly, of all 
subjects ol policy, the most vital. Lo its progress 
it has given rise to a series of measures, which 
have been more recently multiplied wath a de- 
giee ol rapidily tuat manifesis the determined 
purpose and exiraordinvary acuvily of those wilh 
whom they originate. ‘lhese measures are all 
leuding to the same result. if carried into exe- 
cuuiou, we think their certain effect wouid be to 
inflict an injury, the extent of wich at is diffi- 
Cull lo eslimate, on the Southern States of the 
Conlederacy; to unsettle the,-political relations 
between the several united States, as these were 
adjusted by the Constitution ; to destroy the fra- 
ternal feeimg which now unites us more firmly 
than the paper bands of (that instrument; and 
necessarily, therelore, to disturb the peace and 
harmony vi the Union, 


Our purpose in making the statement which 
we propose, is Not to excite, but rather to allay 
the apprehensions which existing circumsiauces 
are cuiculated lo Create, to cuoniront the dangers 
which threaien to disturb our peace, and to 
avert them (if, by the diessing of God it may be 
$0) by just, temperate, aud united counsels, cou- 





ceived and executed in the spirit of patriotism 
In the moment of apprehended peril, it is the 
part of prudence to ascertain the nature and ex- 
tent 8f the danger which threatens us, with a 
view to provide and to call into action our means 
of defence. If the body politic is afflicted by 
disease, a true conception of its character can 
alone enable us to effect its cure. 

We have called your attention to the origin of 
this controversy, and ask you to keep in mind 
pihe fact that it existed for a length of time be- 
fore the constitution was formed ; that those who 
framed that instrument were thoroughly aroused 
to the fact of the existence of domestic slavery 
in several States of the confederacy, had well 
considered its character, and were aware of the 
determination of those States to continue the 
use of slave Jabor, in the new position which 
they were about to assume as members of the 
federal Union. The framers of the Constitution 
were thoroughly advised of the resolve of the 
people of those States to enter into no compact 
which would jeopard this their peculiar interest, 
or reduce then, because of the existence of sla- 
very among (hem, to an inequality with their co- 
States. Notwithstanding this, the controversy 
was introduced into the convention, and formed 
one of its greatest difficulties in framing the Con- 
stitution. After many efforts it was overcome 
by an agreement, which provided, in substance— 

1. That representatives and direct taxes shall 
be apportioned among the States, according to 
their respective numbers, and that in ascertain- 
ing the number of each, five slaves shall be esti- 
mated as three ; 

2. That slaves escaping into States where sla- 
very does not exist, shall not be discharged from 
servitude in consequence of any law or regula- 
tion of such State; but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom their labor or ser- 
vice is due; 

3. That Congress shall not probibit the impor- 
tation of slaves before the year 1803, but a tax 
of ten dollars may be imposed on each one im- 
ported ; 

4. That no capitation or direct tax shall be 
laid but in proportion to federal numbers ; and, 

5. That no amendment of the Constitution, 
which may be made prior to 1808, shall affect 
the Jast preceding provision, or that relating to 
the importation of slaves. 

So satisfactory were these provisions to the 
framers of the Constitution, that the second, re- 
lating to the delivery of fugitive slaves, was 
adopted unanimously, while the rest, except the 
third, relative to the importation of slaves, and 
to prolong the time from 1800 to 1808, passed 
with almost equal unanimity ; and even that was 
sustained by the votes of New Hampshire, Mas- 
sachusetts, and Connecticut. 

These provisions of the Constitution affect the 
existence of slavery in the Union which was 
about to be formed, and make a specific provi- 
sion for its protection, where it was supposed to 
be most exposed. They go further; they recog- 
nize slavery as an“elewentary princip.e of the 
Constitution, regulating or influencing the govern- 
ment created by it in the two must linpurtant par- 
ticulars of representation and taxation. Whoever 
will examine the records of the proceedings of 
that day will be perfectly satistied that these 
provisions thus intended to be conservative of the 
domestic institutions of the South, were indis- 
pensable to the adoption of the Covstitution ; 
that without it the Union could never have ex 
isted. ‘Tne debates of the Convention show that 
this was perfectly understood by the reg resenta- 
lives from the non-slaveholding States ; and that 
with this understanding, they ratified the Consti- 
tution. Tne act of ratification was a solemn 
pledge for themselves, and in behalf of their 
constituents, for the observance of these stipula- 
tions according to their letter and spirit. How 
far that pledge has been redeemed, is an inquiry 
not to be answered by denunciation of the coa- 
duct of any portion of our countrymen. Iisa 
simple narrative of events which we offer to your 
consideration, by the perusal of which our fel- 
low-citizens in whatever portion of the Union 
they may dwell, may decide for themselves the 
question of its observance or violation, 

For thirty years after the adoption of the con- 
stitution these provisions were so far respected 
as to give no serious cause of Complaint to any- 
body. Passing for the present the pretensions 
se. forth and the agilations created by the Mis- 
souri controversy, we proceed to consider the 
provision in relation to fugitive slaves, its opera- 





tion, and the resistance which it has been doom- 
ed to encounter. 
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Thst provision 1s in the following words : ‘* No 
person held to service or labor in one State, un- 
der the laws thereof, escaping into another State, 
shall,in consequence of any law or regulation 
therein, he discharged from such service or labor, 
but shall be delivered up on claim of the person 
to whom such Jabor or service may be due.” 
This provision is clear. There is not an uncer- 
tain or equivocal word to be found in it. What 
sh +t) be and what shall not be done are fully and 
distinctly set forth. It provides that the fugitive 
slave shall not be discharged from his servitude, 
but shall be delivered up on the claim of his 
owner, This constitutes an essential part of the 
Constitutional compact—is part and parcel of the 
supreme law of the land. As such, il is binding 
on the Federal and State governments, on the 
States, and on all the individuals composing 
them. The sacred obligation of compact, and 
the solemn injunction ef the supreme law, which 
legislators and judges, boih Federal and State, 
are bound by oaih to support, all unite to enforce 
is fulfilment, according to its plain meaning and 
ils true intent. As to what that meaning and In- 
tent are, tiere was no diversity of opinion in the 
earlier days of the republic Cungress, the State 
legislatures, Federal and State judges, and ma- 
gistrates, all spontaneously placed the same in- 
terpretaticn on it. During that period, none in- 
terposed impediments in the way of the master, 
seeking to recover his fugitive slave ; nor did any 
deny his right to have every proper taciltly for 
the enforcement of his claim to have him deliv- 
ered up. |t was then almost as easy lo recover 
one found in a non-slavenolding Slate, as one 
found ina neighboring slaveholding State. But 
this state of things hus passed away, and, to all 
practical purposes, the provision may be said tu 
be almost defunct. Now, when we take into 
consideration the importance of this provision 
and the clearness with which it is expressed, we 
submit to allthose to whom we address ourse!ves, 
in whatever portion of the Union they may dweil, 
that any evasion of it is alike injurious and un- 
justifiable. This idea cannot be more correctly, 
coucisely, and impressively state!, than in the 
Janguage of two of the judges of the Supreme 
Court. In the case of Prigg vs. the Common 
wealth of Pennsylvania, Judge Siory said : ** His- 
torically, it is well known that the o iject of this 
Clause was lo secure to the citizeus of the slave- 
holding States the complete right and title of 
ownership ip their slaves, as property, iv every 
State of the Union into which they mignt escape 


jrom the State wherein they were held in servi- | 


tude. The full recognition of this tile. was in- 
dispensable to the security of this species of pro- 
perty iv all the slaveholding States ; aud indeed, 
was so vilal lo the prese: vation of their interests 
and imstitulions, that i cannot be doubled that it 
constituted a fundamental article, without the 
adoption of which the Union would not have 
been formed. Its true design was to guard 
ugainst the doctrine and principles prevalent 
10 the non-slayenolding Staies, by preseutung 
them from intermeddling with, or restricting, or 
abolishing the rights of the owners of the slaves.” 

Again: ** The clause was therefore of the jast 
Impuriance to the safety and securily of the 
Southern States; and could not be surrendered 
by them, without endangering their whole pro- 
perty in slaves. The ciause was accurdingly 
adopted in the Constitutiun by the unanimous 
cousent of the framers of it—a proof at once of 
its luirinsic and practical necessity.” 

Again; ** The clause manilestiy contemplates 
the existence of a positive uuqualified right on 
the part of the owner of the slave, which no 
Stale law or regulation can in any way regulate, 
control, qualify, or restrain.” 

The opiniou of the other learned judge was 
not less emphatic as to the importance of this 
provision, aud the unquestionable right of the 
South under it. In the case of Jounson vs. 
Lompkins and others, Judge Baldwin, in charg- 
ng the jury, said: ** di there are any rights of 
properly which can be eulorced—ii ove citizen 
have any rights of property which are inviviavie 
under the protection of the Supreme Court of the 
Slate and the Union, they are those which have 
been set at nought by some of these delendants. 
As the owner ol property, which he had a_per- 
lect right to possess, provect, and take away—as 
@ cilizen of a sister State, entitled tu all the pri- 
Vileges and immuoiiies of citizens of any oliver 
States, Mr. Johusun stands belore you on ground 
Wiueh cannot ve taken irom under bius—al is the 
Save ground on which the government itself is 
based. if the defendants can be justified, we 




















nave no longer law or government.” Again: 
after referring more particularly to the provision 
for delivering up fugitive slaves, he said: ‘* Thus 
you see that the foundations of the government 
are laid, and rest’ on the right of property in 
slaves. The whole structure must fall by dis- 
turbing the corner stone.” 

These are grave and solemn and admonitory 
words from a high source. They state with great 
force the clearness, importance and fundamental 
character of this ‘provision, and the disastrous 
consequences which must follow from its viola- 
tron. Yet, in despite of these solemn warinngs, 
the citizen of the South, seeking the recovery 
of his fugitive slave, instead of receiving the aid 
provided for by the Consti'ution, and which the 
learned judges referred to have endeavored to 
enforce, is doomed to encounter resis ance in 
every form which ingenuity can devise: from 
legislative acts—from judges and magistrates ; 
and, when these fail {%m mobs of whites and 
blacks, who, by force or threats, rescue the fugi- 
tive slave frum his rightful owner; while he is 
subjected to insult, to the hazard of imprison- 
ment, of heavy pecuniary loss, and even of life 
itself. A citizen of Maryland—Mr. Kennedy, 
o! Hagerstown—il is well known, has lost bis 
inife in an attempt to recover bis fugttive slave 
under this provision. 

But this provision of the Constitution is viola- 
ted indirectly, as well as directly, by organized 
combmations of individuals in many of the 
States, whose object is to entice slaves from 
their mastets, and to pass them secretly and ra- 
pidly, by means previously arranged, into Catia- 
da, where they are beyond the reach of this pro- 
vision—a prucess which all will agree is as di- 
rectly repugnant to 13 Injunctions us its open or 
even forcivie vivJation Would be; and yet it is 
believed that not one of the States within whose 
limits they exist have adopted any measure to 
suppress them. 

We commend this statement of facts, relating 


to this provision concerning fugitive slaves, to! 
the serious consideration of our fellow-citizens | 


in every portion of the Union, to the forbear- 
ance ol our Southern brethren, to the patriotisns 
and respect for the Constitution of those of the 
North. 

lt is impossible in a communication like this, 
to avoid nolicing the continued assaulis upon the 
domestic institutions of ihe Suuth which are 
mude in $0 many various forms. Without strik- 
ing at any express and specific provision of the 
Cunstitution, they aim directly at the destruction 
of the relations existing between the slave 
and his owner, Dy means subversive in their teu- 
dency of one of the chief ends fur which the 
Constitution was estab ished. We refer to the 
systematic agitations by abolitionists, which, 
commencing in 1835, are still continued. ‘The 
avowed intention is to bring about a state of 
things which would force emancipation on the 
South. To unite the North in fixed hostility to 
the South on the'subjectof slavery, is one means 
employed to accomplish it. For this purpuse 
societies are furwed, newspapers are estaulistied, 
debating clubs are opened, lecturers are em- 
ployed, pamphlets and Other puvlications, pic- 
tures, and petitions to Congress are circulated, 
while the continued agitation of the subject of 
abolition in one or other form in Congiess, and 
the employment of emissaries to distribute in- 
cenciary publications in the South, are relied on to 
excite discontent among the slaves. 

No one doubts that slavery 1s a domestic insti- 
tution, which it belongs exclusively tothe State 
in which it exists to establish, to regulate, or to 
avolish. Any attempt, therefore, ou tne part of 
the Federal Government, or of any State, or of 
the people of any State, by direct or iudirect 
means, tointerlere with this tustitution as it exists 
in aby State, to diminish its Vaiue, or to force its 
abandonment, would be a plain and palpauile viu- 
lation of the auvereign rights of such Siate Such 
an interferencd wouid nut be tolerated betweeu 
independent sovereisniies. It would be met by 
remousirance, aud, if necessary, by furce. Be- 
tween Slates connected, as we are, io fraternal 
bounds, under a Constitution ordaimed and estabd- 
lished ** toensure domestic tranquility,” itis still 
more unjustifiavle ; and yet @ssvciatiuns formed 
lor this purpose, and opeuly avowing their ov- 
jects, exist in Slates within whose liauis there is 
uvthing upou which they cau operaie; whose 
sole occupation, therelore, it is to distur) the do- 
mesic trauquiliily of viher Staies, and who are 
vevertheless unceutrulled by the authorities of 
the Stales in which they are estadlished. We 








will not dwell on this subject. In the same 
friendly spirit that dictates this address, we sub- 
mitthe statement which truth compels us to 
make to the calm, dispassionate, patrivtic con- 
sideration of our countrymen. We now return 
to the question of the admission of Missouri 
into the Union, and shall proceed to give a brief 
sketch of the occurrences connected with it, and 
the consequences to which it has directly led. 
In the Jatier part of 1819, the then Territory 
of Missouri applied to Congress in the usual 
torm, for leave to form a state constilution and 
government, in order to be admitted into the 
Union A bill was reported for the purpose, 
with the usual provisions in such cases: amend- 
ments were offered, having for their object 
to make it a condition of her admission, that her 
constitution should have a provision to prohibit 
slavery. ‘This brought on the agitating debate 
which, with the eflects that followed, has done 
much to alienate the South and North, and en- 
danger our political institutions. ‘Those who ob- 
jected to the amendment, rested their opposition 
un the high grounds of the right of self-govern- 
ment. ‘They claimed that a Territory, having 
‘cached the period when it is proper for it to 
form a constitution and government for itsell, 
becomes fully vested with all the rights of sell- 
government; and that even the condition im- 
posed on it by the Federal Constitution, relates 
not to the formation of its constitution and go- 
vernment, but toils admission into the Union. 
For that purpose, it provides, as a condition, that 
the government must be republican. 

They claimed that Congress has no right to 
add to this Condition, and that to assume it would 
be tantamount to the assumption of the right lo 
make ils entire constitution and governmeni; as 
no limitation Could be ia posed, as to the extent 
of the right, if it be admitted tbat i exists at all. 
Those who suppyrted the amendment denied 
these grounds, aud claimed the right of Con- 
gress tu impose, al discretion, what conditions it 
pleased. lu this agitating debate, the two sec- 
tions stood arrayed against each other; the South 
in favor of the vill without amendment, and the 
North opposed to it unless it was amended. The 
vebate and agitation continued until the session 
was well advanced; bul it became apparent, to- 
wards ils close, thal the people of Missvuri were 
fixed and resolved in their upposition to the pro- 
| posed condition, aud they would certainly reject 
ut, and adopt a Constitution without at, should 
ihe bill pass with the cundition, Such being the 
case, It required no great effurt of mind to per- 
ceive thal Muissour! Ouce in possession of a con- 
stitution aud goveroment, vol simply on paper, 
but with legislators elected, and vilicers appoin- 
ted to Carry them into ellect, the grave questions 
would be presenied, whether she was o1 righta 
State or ‘Jerritory ; aud af the former, whether 
Cungress bad the right, and, if the right, the 
power to abrogate her Cunstitultion, and disperse 
her legislature, and tu rewand ber back to the 
territurmal Condition. These were great, and 
under the Circumstance, fearful questiuns—too 
fearful tu be met by those who bad raised the 
agitation. From that time the only questiun 
was, how to escape frum the difficulty. Fortu- 
nulely,a means was allurded. A cumpromise 
(as it was called) was offered, based on the 
lerus that the North should cease to oppose the 
admission of Missourt, ou the grounds fur which 
the South contended ; and that the provisions of 
the ordinance of 1737, for the government ef the 
vorth-western lerriury, should be applied to all 
ihe lereory acquired by the United States trom 
France under tue treaty of Loutsiana lying north 
of 30° 3u’, except the portion lying im tue State 
oi Missuuri. ‘Phe norihern members embraced 
1: and although not originating wilh them, adop- 
ted iLas their own. lt wus forced through Con- 
giess by the almust united votes of the North, 
ugainst a givority Consisting almost entirely of 
members from the Southern Siates. Such was 
j ihe termination of the first conflict between the 
two sectiuoDs, in relcrence to clavery in connec- 
lion with the territories. Ou this subject, we 
propose to offer you a tew briel remarks. 

W aiving the consideration of the question whe- 
ther Cougress can constituiuiouaily proibit the 
miroduciiun of slaves into the terriomes ac- 
quired by the United States, and the ower ques- 
won, Whether, in ihe actual cundition of tuese 
lerrilories, Slaves can be carried withia their 
limits, aud held as such, witout the sanction of 
anact of Congress, we desire to submit to you 
ihe considerativus on Which the claim of the 
South to participate in the benefit resulung from 
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territories acquired by the United States may, 
we think, be safely rested. diem 
For the purpose of immigration the territories 
of the United States are open to all the world— 
to citizens and foreigners, without discrimination 
as to character, profession, or color. All, whe- 
ther savage or civilized, may freely enter. Shall 
the people of the South alone be excluded, or 
ermitted on conditions that deny to them the 
use of those means which habit has rendered ne- 
cessary to their comfortable subsistence? Before 
they are permitted to enter these territories, 
must they be divested of the character in which 
they were invited and admitted to enter into the 
Union? They entered the convention as slave- 
holders; shared in its deliberations as such; as 
slaveholders they ratified the Constitution. In 
the same character they have been, and continue 
to be, represented in the national councils. As 
slaveholters they have contributed to the ex- 
penses of the government which they thus assist- 
ed to create, by the payment of taxes on the 


specific property which gives to them that pecu-| 


liar character. Will you deny to their people 
the right to participate in the acquisitions of 
that government, which, in conjuuction with 
their co-States, they have thus created and sup- 

orted, unless you are first permitted to strip 
them of the character in which they created and 
have supported i'? These territories were ac- 
quired by the common treasures and united ef- 
forts of all the States. The South contributed 
her due proportion of movey, and much more 
than her due proportion of men, to the war in 
which they were acquired, as the loilowing brief 
statemeat will show: 


Statement of the number of Volunteers. 


From the South—Regiments 
Battalions 


33 








Companies 120 

Total number from the South 45,640. 
From the North—Regiments Q2 | 
Battalious 2 | 
Companies 12) 

Total number from the North 23,084 | 


Thus it is seen that of the volunteers in the! 


war with Mexico, furnished by the Northern 
and Southern States, the proportion contributed 
by the South is nearly two to one, 
is considered that the population of the Northern 
States is nearly two-thirds greater than that of 
the Southern States, it is obvious that the latter 
has furnished more than three times her due 
proportion of volunteers. Apart from all ques- 
tions of constitutional power, or of international 
law, can it consist with right and justice to deny 
to them a participation in territories thus ac- 
quired? 

But again. Ours isa federal government, an 
associatiun of States--united, and preserving their 
individuality. To them, as members of the 
federal Union, those territories belung, not to the 
federal Government, consisting of the executive, 
legislative, and judicial departments of that go- 
vernment. Hence they are said to be territories 
belonging to the United States—to the States 
comprising the Union. The States, then, are 
joint owners of this property. Now it is conce- 
ded by all writers ou the subject, that in such 
governments the members are all equal—equal 
in rights, and equal in dignity. . If elsewhere this 
Were a dispuleu point, we could salely appeal to 
our constitutions! compact lor the provf, that, 
with us, itis undeniably tpue that the equality of 
the States is an elementary principle of tuatcom- 
pacit—one which lies at the foundation of our 
government. ‘To destroy this equalily then, is 
to change the character of the government which 
rests upon its basis. ‘The exclusion of the Suutb- 
ern S.ates, and their citizens, frum their full 
share in territories thus declared to belong to 
them in common with the other States, would, 
therefore, be to deprive them of a rigui—it would 
derogate trom the equality which 1s inseparavle 
from their condition as members of the Union— 
would sink them from their rightlul positron, as 
equals, iuto a dependent and subordinate condi- 
tion. Nor can the people of the South be insen- 
sible to the consequences which must result from 
the eslablishinent and continued enforcement of 
the principie on which the proposed exclusion 
would rest. That principle, opeuly avowed, 1s, 
that the domestic instiutious peculiar to the 
Southern States shall never be trausierred tu 
aby territories now or hereafter to be acquired 





And when it. 
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and superior to party or sectional divisions, to 
| be exerted to avert it? 


series of measures introduced into the representa- 
| tive branch of Congress during the present session, 


forthwith bills for excluding slavery from New 











by the United States. The institution as it now 
exisis, and the States where it now exists, (it is 
said,) may not be disturbed by the Federal Go- 
vernment, because it is secured by the compro- 
mises of the Constitution. If this were not so— 
if this guaranty were not found in that instru- 
ment—even in the States it would not be secure. 
An institution which is declared to be sinful—in 
violation of natural right—contrary to the law of 
God—to our own Declaration of Independence— 
and disgraceful to any people who tolerate it— 
would not be suffered to exist, if those who thus 
denounced it had the power to abolish it. Ifthe 
constitutional impediment were removed, they 
would feel themselves bound to obey the dictates 
of conscience, and these they tell us foroid its 
continuance. The continued enforcement of the 
principle which forbids the transfer of the do- 
mestic institutions of the South to any territory | 
now or hereafter to be acquired, combined wiih | 
other causes in constant operation, tends inevi- | 
tably to the removal of this constitutional impe- 

diment. Several of the States of this Union are 

in a trarsilion state, from the condition of slave- 

holding to that of non slaveholding States. Whea 

that change shall have been accomplished, and 

they shall have taken their position among the 

non-slaveholding States, and when to these are 

added the new States to be formed out of terri- | 
tories now or hereafier to be acquired, the ag-| 
gregate will constitute the requisite majority of | 
States to remove the constitutional impediment 

to an interference with slavery in the Siates: | 
And how can they abstain from the exercise of | 
the power which they will thus have acquired | 
consistently with principles avowed and acted | 











measures was confined to the Representatives of 
noa-slaveholding States, and consicted of those 
of both parties, there were pa riotic individuals 
from those States who refused their support to 
measures which they believed were uncalled for 
by the occasion, and unfriendly to the peace and 
barmony of the Union. 

We have now brought to a close the narrative 
of measures connected with the subject of this 
address, including those which are consummated 
as well as those which are in progress; and we 
think it will not be denied that the consummation 
of the latter would afford just cause of appre- 
hension to the people of the slaveholding States. 
If slavery were abolished in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and in the numerous and dispersed ; laces 
in the South, over which Congress has exclusive 
jurisdiction—if to these measures be added the 
exclusion of the people of the Southern States 
from the Territories of the Union, now or here- 
afier to be acquired, every outpost and barrier 
would be carried, and even in the States them- 
selves the inst*tution of domestic slavery would 
be at the mercy of those who had so far success- 
fully prosecuted their assault upon it. 

We forbear to present to you a detailed view 
of the evils which must result from these mea- 
sures, even in their progress, and yet more in 
their consummation : operating first on the peo- 
ple of the South, and eventualiy on the Ameri- 
can people at large. Happily these measures 
are not consummated. ‘There remains a locus 
penitentize ; there is yet time to pause—a mu- 
ment of which intelligent, patriotic, conserva. 
tive men in every quarter of the Union, a:oof 
from the influence of party on such a subject, 


/upon at this momeut to the full extent of their) and effacing all sectional lines of division, may 


capacity to enforce them? Can the people of the | avail themselves to consider, if there be any duty 
South be insensible to the danger which thus | to te fulfilled—if there be any interest to be ad- 
menaces their own peculiar and cherished insti- | vanced—if there be any object to be attained by 


tutions? Ought not the sound intelligence and 


the prosecution of these measures, which will 


conservative feeling of the American people in | justify the hazard (huwever remote they may 
every portion of the Union, alike independent of | believe it to be) of jeoparding the peace and 


It remains to present to you a brief view of a 


and counected with the subject of thisaddress. The 
first of these is a resolution introduced bya mem- 
ber from Massachusetts, the object of wuich is to 
repeal all acts or parts of acts which authorize 
the existence of siavery, or of selling and dispo- 
ing of slaves, in this District. On the question 
of granting leave to bring ina bill, the votes 
stood 69 for, and 82against it. The next was a 
resolution offered by a member from Ohio, in- 
structing the Committee on Territories to report 


Mexico and California. It psssed by a vote of 
107 to 80; and the bill has since been reported. 
That was followed by a bill, introduced by 
another member from Ohiv, to take the votes of 
the inhabitants of this Uistrict, whether slavery 
within its limits should be abolished. The buiil 
provided, according to the admission of the 
mover, that free negroes and slaves should vote. 
Oa the question to jay the bill on the table, the 
votes stuod 106 for, and 79 against tke motion. 
‘To this succeeded the resulution proposed by a 
member {rom New York in the following words : 
** Whereas the traffic now prosecuted in this me- 
tropolis of the Republic in human beings as chat- 
tels, is contrary to watural justice and the funda- 
mental principies of our pulitical system, and is 
notorivusiy a reproach to our country throughout 
Curistendem, and a serious bindrauce to the pro- 
gress of republican liberty among the nations of 
the earth: Therefore, resolved, ‘I hat the Commii- 
lee on the District be insiructed to repurt a bill, 
as soou as practicable, probibiling the slave trade 
in said District.” Oo the question of avopting 
the resolution, the votes stuod 98 for and 83 
agaist it. He was fotiowed by a member from 
liiinois, who offered a resolution for abolishing 
slavery in the territories, and all places where 
Cungress has exclusive power of legislation ; that 
is, in all forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yarus, 
aud other neediul buildings purchased by Con- 
gress with the consent.ol the Legisiature of the 
State. This resolution was passed over under 
ine rules of the House. ‘These various propo- 
sitions have dot been finally acted upon. ludeed, 
the resolution offered by the memver for New 
York has been reconsidered, and remains now 
up the Speaker’s table as @ resolution presented, 
vut not acted upon Dy the House. Vet: is indi 





cation of & more Couservalive feeling it vught tu 
be added, that while the support of tness several 


harmony of the Union. Ali will admit that the 
institution of domestic slavery ig one which 
belongs exclusively to the States in which it ex- 
ists to establish, to regulate, to continue, or to 
abolish. Any and every interference with it by 
the citizens of other States, whether direct or 
indirect, is therefore a wrong which becomes ag- 
gravated when it is committed by those wiih 
whom we are for certain parposes united as one 
people, and who avail themselves uf this relation 
to make that interference more hurtful. If sla- 
very be a sin, he who is not a slaveholder is free 
from the guilt of it. Why should he desire to 
become his brother’s keeper? Is there no feel- 
ing—no thought—no act of his own, which re- 
quires bis care, and which would better reward 
his vigilance? [3 an opinion, a sentiment, a mea- 
sure of sectional policy, to be urged aud entorced 
at the hazard of disturbing the peaceful relations 
of twenty millions of people? Why may not this 
controversy be adjusted? Does the District of 
Columbia present the obstacie? Cannot some 
mode be devised to withdraw this disturbing 
question from the national legislature? Is it the 
ques'ion in relation to the territories? Woy 
suould we not profit by experience? The wis- 
dom of those who have gone before us was cone 
petent to the restoration of harmouy in 1820: 
why should we not follow in their steps. ‘I'he 
intense excitemeni of that day was aliayed by it, 
and its beneficent influences were felt during the 
next twenty years of our political exisience. 
When the question connected with the annexa- 
tion of Texas seemed likely to revive (hat exciie- 
meut, the same American Iceling prevailed, and 
the danger was averted. Why shouid it nut be 
equally efficacious now? Has our luve of coun- 
try diminished—is it limited to a section—or 
dues it nol embrace our whule country? If the 
territories which we have acquired ure unfiued 
to the institutions of the Soutuw—if they cannot 
exist there—why the denunciation of them? If 
it he said the Seuth is coutending fur an absirac- 
tion, because the right which she claims, il it 
weze cunceded could not be exercised in tyese 
lerritories, i8 it nul yet more obvious that those 
who insist upon the express devial of the right, 
are themselves pursuing a puantom? Are tuey 
LOt insisting upon tie sulemu legisiative denial of 
a right which, (they themselves being the judges, ) 
whether st be affirmed or denied, can never be 
exercised? But the denial is not confined to ine 
lerritories pow held by the United States; it 
extends also lo those which way ve hereniler ac- 
quired, however peculiarly such Territories may 
pe adapted to slave ilabor; nay, even although 
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they should be Territories in which slavery ex- 
ists. Is the claim/of the South to participate in 
such Territories an abstraction? And again: the 
assertion of that eight, even where it cannot be 
exercised, cannot be an abstraction, unless the 
political equality which lies at the foundation of 
our government may be deemed so. But can the 
peace and harmony of the Union be jeoparded 
by considerations like these ? 

We have done. Our desire has been to place 
before the American people the facts necessary 
to enable them to stay this controversy—to exer- 
cise the restraining influence which they alone 
possess, to give harmony to our counsels, and 
prosperity to our country. We, too, constitute a 
portion of that people; and speedily resuming 
our places among them, will unite our efforts for 
the accomplishment of this beneficent result. 


Messace From THe Presipent oF THE UNITED 
States in ReEpty TO THE RESOLUTIONS RELA-~ 
TIVE TO THE PROTOCOL. 


To the House of Representatives of the United 
Slates : 


In reply to the resolutions of the House of 
Representatives of the Sth instant, | communt- 
cate herewith a report from the Secretary of 
State, accompanied with all the documents and 
correspondence relating to the treaty of peace 
concluded between the United States and Mexi- 
co at Guadalupe Hivalgo, on the 2d of February, 
1848, and to the amendments of the Senate 
thereto, as requested by the House in the said 
resoludions, 

Amongst the documents transmitted will be 
found a copy of the in-tructions given to the 
commissioners of the United States who took to 
Mexico the treaty as amended by the Senate, and 
ratified by the Preside: t of the United States. 
In my message to the House of Representatives 
of the 29th of July, 1848, 1 gave as my reason 
for declining to furnish these instructions, in 
comphance with a resolution of the House, that 
‘in my opinjon it would be inconsistent with the 
public interests to give publicity to them at 
the present time.” Although it may still be 
doubted, whether giving them pubiicily io our 
own country, and us a necessary consequence in 
Mexico, may not have a prejudicial intiuence on 
our public interests, yet as they have been again 
called for by the House, and cailed fur in con- 
nection with other docuwents, to the correct up- 
derstanding of which they are indispensable | 
bave deemed it my duty lo transmit them. 

J still entertain the opinion, expressed in the 
message referred lo, ‘* that, asa general rule, 
applicable to all our important negotiations wath 
loreign powers, it could not fail to be prejudi- 
cial to the public interesis to publish the in- 
structions to our Ministers, until some time had 
elapsed aller the conclusion of such negotia- 
tions.” 

In these instructions of the 18th of March, 
1843, 1: will be perceived * that the task was 
assigned to the Commissioners of the United 
States of consummating the treaty of peace, 
which was signed at Guadalupe Hidalgo, on the 
second day ol February last, between the United 
States and the Mexican republic; and which, vp 
the 10th of March last, was ratified by the Senate 
with amendments.”’ 

They were iniormed “ that this brief state- 
ment will indicate to you clearly the line of your 
duly. You are not sent to Mexico for the pur- 
pose of negotiating any new treaty, or of chang- 
pg iD any particular the ratified treaty which 
you will bear with you. None of the amend- 
nents adopted by the Senate can be rejected or 
modified, except by the authority of tat body. 
Your whole duly will, then, cunsist in using 
every honorable effort to obtain from the Mexi- 
can Government a ratification of the treaty im 
the form in which it had been ratified by the 
Senate, and this with the least practicable de- 
jay.” ‘* For this purpose, it may and most pro- 
bably will, become necessary that you should ex- 
plaju to the Mexican Minwter for Fereign At- 
fairs, or to the authorized agents of the Mexi- 
cay Government, the reasons which have ioflu- 
enced the Senate in adopting these several 
amendments to the treaty. ‘This duty you will 
periorm, as much as posssible, by persunal con- 
jerences. Diplomatic votes are to be avoided, 
unless in case of necessity. These might lead 
to endless discussions and indetinite delay. Be- 
sides, they could pot have any practical result, 
as your mission is confined to procuring a ratifi- 


treaty as it came from the Senate, and does not 
extend to the slightest modification in any of its 
provisions.” 

The commissioners were sent to Mexico to 
procure the ratification of the treaty as amended 
by the Senate. Their instructions confined them 
to this point. It was proper that the amend- 
ments to the treaty adopted by the United States 
should be explained to the Mexican government, 
and explanations were made by the Secretary of 
State, in his letter of the 18th of March, 1848, 
to the Mexican Minister of Foreign Affairs, un- 
der my-direction. This despatch was commu- 
nicated to Congress with my message of the 6th 
of July last, communicating the treaty of peace, 
and published by their order. This despatch 
was transmitted by our commissioners from the 
city of Mexico to the Mexican government, then 
at Queretaro, on the 17th of April, 1848, and its 
receipt acknowledged on the 19th of the same 
month. During the whole time that the treaty, 
as amended, was before the Congress of Mexico, 
these explanations of the Secretary of State, and 
these alone, were before them. 

The President of Mexico, on these explana- 
tions, on the Sth day of May, 1848, submitied 
the amended treaty tothe Mexican Congress, 
_and on the 25th of May that Congress approved 
the treaty as amended without modification or 





alteration. The fiial action of the Mexican 
Congress had taken place before the commis- 
sioners of the United States had been officially 
received by the Mexican authorities, or held 
any conference with them, or had any other 
communicationjon the subject of the treaty, ex- 
cept to transmit the letler of the Secretary of 
Siate. 

ln their despatch transmitted to Congress with 
my message of the 6th of July last, communica- 
ling the treaty of peace, dated ** City of Quere- 
taro, May 25th, 1848, 9 o’clock, P. M.,” the 
Commissioners say: ‘‘ We have the satisfaction 
to inform you that we reached this city this af- 
ternoon at about 5 o’clock, and that the treaty, 
as amended by the Senate of the United States, 
passed the Mexican Senate about the hour o! our 
arrival by a vole of 33 to 5. It having previous- 
ly passed the House of Deputies, nothing now 
remains but to exchange (the ratifications of the 
trealy.” 

On the next day, (the 26th of May,) the com- 
missioners were for the first time presented to 
the President of the Republic and their creden- 
tials placed in bis hands. On this occasion the 
Commissioners delivered an uddress to the Pre- 
sident.of Mexico, and he replied. In their des- 
patch of the 30th of May the Commissioners 
say: ‘* We enclose a copy of our address to the 
President, and also a copy of his reply. Seve- 
ral conferences ailerwaids took place between 
Messrs. Rosa, Cuevas, Couto, aud ourselves 
which it is not thought necessary to recapitu- 
late, as we enclose a copy of the Protocol which 
contains the substance of the conversations. We 
have now the salisiaction to announce that the 
exchange of ratifications was elflected to-day.” 
This despatch was communicated with my mes- 
sage of the 6th of July last, and published by or- 
der of Congress. 

The treaty, as amended by the Senate of the 
United States, with the accompanying papers, 
and the evidence that in that jorm it had been 
ratified by Mexico, was received at Washing- 
tou on the 4th day ol July, 1848, and immediate- 
ly proclaimed as the supreme Jaw of the Jand. 
Un the 6th of July 1 communicated to Congress 
the ratified treaty, with such accompanying do- 
cuments as were deemed material to a full un- 
derstanding of the subject, to the end that Con- 
gress might adopt the legisialion necessary aud 
proper lw carry the treaty into eflect. Neither 
the address of tne Commissioners, nor the reply 
of the President of Mexico on the occasion ol 
their presentation, nor the memorandum ol cop- 
versalions embraced in the paper called a Proto- 
col, nur the correspondence new seul, were Cou- 
munbicated, because they were nol regarded as 
in any way material; aud in this 1 coniormed to 
the pracuce of our goveroment. It rarely, il 
ever, happens that ail the correspondence, and 
especially the iustructions of our Munisters, is 
cowmumeated. Copies of these papers are now 
lransmilled, as beimg within the resolutions of 
the House, cailing tor all such ** correspondence 
as appertains lo said treaty.” 

When these papers were received at Wash- 
ington, peace had been restored, the first instal- 
ment of three millions paid to Mexico, the block- 





calion from the Mexican Gevernment of the 


ades were raised, the city of Mexico evacuated, 
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and our troops on their return home, The war 
was atan end, and the treaty as ratified by the 
United States was binding on both parties, and 
already executed in a great degree. fn this con- 
dition of things, it was no: competent for the 
President alone, or for the President and Senate, 
or for the President, Senate, and House of Rep- 
resentatives combined, to abrogate the treaty, 
to annul the peace, and restore a state of war, 
except by a solemn declaration of war. 

Had the Protocol varied the treaty as amend- 
ed by the Senate of the United States, it would 
bave had og binding effect. 

lt was obvious that the Commissioners of the 
United States did not regard the Protocol as in 
any degree a part of the treaty, nor as modifying 
or allering the treaty as amended by the Senate. 
They communicated it as the substance of con. 
versations held after the Mexican Congress had 
ratified the treaty, and they knew that the ap- 
proval of the Mexican Congress was as esseutial 
to the validity of a treaty in all its parts, as the 
advice and consent of the Senate of the United 
States. They koew, too, that they had no au- 
thority to alier or modify the treaty in the form 
in which it had been ratified by the United 
States, but that if failing to procure the raufi- 
cation of the Mexican government, otherwise 
than with amendments, their duty, imposed by 
express instructions, was to ask of Mexico to 
send without delay a Commissioner to Washing- 
ton to exchange ralifications here, if the amend- 
ments of the treaty proposed by Mexico, on be- 
ing submitted, sould be adopted by the Senate 
of the United Siates. 

l was equally well satisfied that the govern- 
ment of Mexico had agreed to the treaty as 
amended by the Senate oi the United States, and 
did not regard the Protocol as modifying, enlarg- 
ing, or diminishing its terms or effect. 

The President of that republic, in submitting 
the awended treaty to the Mexican Congress, in 
his message on the 8th day of May, 1848, said : 
“If the treaty could have been submitted to your 
deliberation precisely as it came forth trom the 
hands of the plenipotentiaries, my satisfaction at 
seeing the war at last brought to an end would 
not have lessened, as it this day is, in conse~ 
quence of the modifications introduced into it by 
ihe Senate of the United States, and which have 
received the sanction of the President.” * At 
present it is suflicient for us to say to you, that 
if iu the opinion of the goveroment justice had 
not been evinced on the part of the Senate and 
government of the United States, in introducing 
such modifications, it is presumed, on the other 
hand, that they are not of such importauce that 
they should set aside the treaty. 1 believe, on 
ihe contrary, that it ought to be ratified upon the 
Same terms to which it has already received the 
sauciion of the American government. My opin- 
iou is also greatly strengthened by the fact, inat 
abew negolialion is beilher expected nor consi- 
dered possible, much less could anottier ve brought 
forward upon a basis more favorable for the re- 
public.” 

‘The deliberations of the Mexican Congress, 
Wilh po expianation belure that body from the 
United States except the letter of the Secretary 
of State, resulted in the ratification of the trealy 
as 1ecommended by the President of that repuv- 
lic in the form in which it had been amended 
and ratified by the United States. -The conver- 
salions imbodied in the paper called a Prowcol 
took place afier the action of the Mexican Con- 
gress was complete; and there is no reason to 
suppose that the government of Mexico ever sub- 
mitted the Proiucol to the Congress, or ever 
treated it or regarded it as in any sense a new 
negotiation, or us operating any modification or 
change of the amended treaty. If sucn had been 
is effect, it was a nullity until approved by the 
Mexicau Congress; and such approval was vever 
made or intimated to the United Siates. In the 
final consummation of the ratification of the 
realy by the President of Mexico, no reference 
is made tot. On the contrary, this ratification, 
which was delivered to the commissisuers of the 
United States, anu is now in the State Depart- 
ment, gontains a full and explicit recognition of 
the amendmeuts of the Senate just as they had 
been communicated to that government by the 
Secretary ol State, and been alterwards approved 
by the Mexican Congress. Jt declares that “hay- 
mg seen and examined the said treaty, and the 
modifications made by the Senaie of the United 
States of America, aud having given am account 
ihereol to the general Congress, couformably to 
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110ih article of the Federal Constitution of these 
United States, that body has thought proper to 
approve of the said treaty with the modifications 
thereto, in all their paris; and in consequence 
thereof, exerting the power granted to me by the 
Constitution, | accept, ratify, and confirm the 
said treaty with its modifications, and promise, in 
tbe name of the Mexiean republic, to fulfil and 
observe it, and cause it to be fulfilled and ob- 
served.” 

Upon an examination of this Protocol, when 
it was received with the ratified treaty, I did not 
regard itas material, or as in any way atlempt- 
ing to modify or change the treaty, as it had 
been amended by the Senate of the United 
States. 

The first explanation which it contains is, 
«that the American Government, by suppressing 
the ninth article of the treaty of Guadalupe, and 
substituling the third article ef the treaty of 
Louisiana, dic not intend to diminish, in any 
way, What was agreed upon by the aforesaid ar- 
ticle (ninth) in favor of the inhabitants of the 
territories ceded by Mexico. {ts understanding 
js, that all of that agreement is contained in the 
third article of the treaty of Louisiana. In con. 
sequence, all the privileges and guarantees, 
civil, political and religious, which would have 
been possessed by the habitants of the ceded 
territories, if the ninth article of the treaty had 
been retained, will be enjoyed by them without 
any difference under the article which has been | 
substituted.” 

The ninth article of the original treaty stipu-| 
jated fer the incorporation of the Mexican in- 
habitants, of the ceded territories, and their ad- 
mission into the Union, * as soon as possible, ac- 
cording to the principles of the Federal Consti- 
tution, to the enjoyment of all the rights of ci- 
tizens of the Uniteu States. It provided, also, that 
in the mean time they should be maintained 
in the enjoyment of their fiberty, their pro- 
perty, anu the civil rights now vested in thew, | 
uccording to the Mexican laws.” It secured to | 
ihem similar political rights with the inhabitants | 
ot te other territories of the United Siates, and 
at least equal to the inhabitants of Louisiana 
and Florida, when they were in a territorial cov- 
dition. It then proceded to guaranty that eccle- 
siastics and religious corporations should be pro 
tected in the discharge of the oflices of their 
ministry, and the enjoyment of their property 
of every kind, whether individual or corporate ; 
and, finally, that there should be a tree commu-| 
nication between the Catholics of the ceded ter- 
ritories and (heir ecclesiastical authorities, “* even 
altbough such suthortiues should reside withio 
the liutis of the Mexican Republic, as detined 
by this treaty.” 

The winth article of the treaty as adopted by 
the Senate is much more comprehensive in its 
terms, and explicit in its meaning, and it clearly 
embraces, iu Comparatively few words, all the 
guaraplees inserted in the original article. Lt is 
as follows: ** Mexicans who in the territories 
aloresaid, shall not preserve the character of ci- 
tizens of the Mexican Republic, conformably 
with what 4s stipulaied in the preceding articie, 
shall be incorporated into the Univa of the Uni- 
ted States, aud be admitted at the proper time, 
(lo be judged of by the Congress of the United 
Stales,) to the enjoyment of all the rights of the 
ciluizens of the United States, accoruing to the 
principles of the Constituuion, and in the mean- 
time shall be maintained and protected in the 
dull enjoyment of their liberty and property ; 
and secured im the iree exercise of their reli- 
glum wilhoul restricuon.” Trss article, which 
Was Substanteally copied from the Louisiana 
uealy, provides equally with the original arti- 
cle lur ine admissiun of these inhabitants into 
the Union; and, in the mean time, whilst they 
Shall remain in a territorial state, by one sweep- 
ing provision declares, that they ** shall be inain. 
taiucd and protected in the free enjoyment of 

their liberty aud property, and secured in the 
LPR Paarene Ol their religion withoyt restric- 
1Vl. 

his guarantee embraces every kind of pro- 
perty, whewber beld by eccleasucs or laymen, 
whetuer belonging to corporations or individuals. 
lt secures to tuese inhabitants the free exercise 
of their religion without restriction, whether 
they choose to place themselves under the spir- 
itual aulhority of pastors resident within the 
Mexican republic or the ceaded territories. !\ 
was, It IS presumed, to place this construction 











guarantee contained in the corresponding article 
of the Louisiana treaty. Congress itself does not 
possess the power under the constitution, to 
make any iaw prohibiting the free exercise of 
religion. If the ninth article of the treaty, 
whether in its original or amended form, had 
been entirely omitted in the treaty, all the rights 
and privileges’ which either of them confers 
would have been secured to the inhabitants of 
the ceded territories by the constitution and laws 
of the United States. 

The protocol asserts that ** the American gov- 
ernment, by suppressing the tenth article of the 
treaty of Guadalupe, did not, in any way intend to 
annul the grants of jand made by Mexico in the 
ceded territories,”that “these grants, notwithslan- 
ding the suppression of the ariicle of the treaty, 
preserve the legal value which they may pos- 
sess; and the graylees may cause their legitimate 
titles to be acknowledged belore the American 
(ribunals;” and then proceeds to siate, that ** con- 


| enjoy with respect to it guarantees equaliy am- 


ple as if the same belonged to citizens of the 
United States.” 

Without any stipulation in the treaty to this 
effect, all such valid titles under the Mexican 
government would have been protected under 
the Constitution and laws of the United States. 

The third and last explanation contained in 
the Protocol is, that * the Government of the 
United States, by suppressing the concluding 
paragraph of article twelfth of the treaty, did 
not intend to deprive the Mexican republic of 
the free and unrestrained faculty of ceding, con- 
veying, or tronsferring, at any time, (as it may 
judge best,) the sum of twelve millions of dol- 
_lars which the same Government of the United 
States is to deliver in the places designated by 
‘the amended article.” 

The concluding paragraph, or rather sentence, 
of the original twelfth article thus suppressed by 








formably to the law of the United States, legiti- 
mate tilles to every description of property, per- 
sonal and real, existing in the ceded territories, | 
are those which were legitimate titles under the | 
Mexican law in C.Jifornia and New Mexico up 
to the second of March, 1836.” ‘Tne former was 
the date of the declaration of war agaiust Mexico, 
aud the latter thaf of the declaration of indepen- 
dence by Texas. 

‘The objection to the tenth article of the origi- 
nal trealy was, not that it protected legilimate 
tuiles which our laws would have equally pro- 
tected without it, but that it most unjustly at- 
lempled to resuscitate grauls Which hag become 
a mere bullilty by allowing the grantees the samc 
period alter the’exchange of the ratification ol 
tue trealy to which they nad been originally en- 
titled alter the date ol their grants, lor the pur- 
pose of perfurming the conditions on which they 
had been made. lu submilting the treaty to the 
Sevate, 1 vad recommended the rejection of this 
article. That portion of at in regard to land 1 | 
‘Tcxas did not receive a single vole im the Senate. | 
This information was communicated by the letter | 
of the Secretary of State to the Minister tor Fo- | 
reign Atlairs of Mexico, and was in possession of | 
the Mexican government during the whole period | 














the Senate, is in the following language; ‘* Cer- 
lificates, in proper form, for the said instalments 
respectively, in such sums as shall be desired by 
the Mexican Government, and transferable by it, 
shall be delivered to the said Government by that 
of the United States.” 

From this bare statement of facts the meaning 
of the Protocol is obvious. Although the Senate 
had declined to create a government stock foc 
the twelve millions of dollars, and issue trans- 
ferable certificates for the amount, in such suins 
as the Mexican Government might desire; yet 
they could not bave intended thereby to deprive 
that Government of the faculty which every cre- 
ditor possesses of transferring, for bis own bene- 
fit, the obligation of his debtor, whatever thts 
may be worth, according to his will and pleasure. 

lt cannot be doubted that the twelfth article of 
the treaty, as it now stands, contains a positive 
obligation, ‘in consideration of the extension 
acquired by the boundaries of the United States,”’ 


to pay to the Mexican Republic twelve millions 


of doliars in four equal annual instalments of 
ttree millions each. This obligation may be as. 
signed by the Mexican Government to any per- 
son whatever; but the assignee, in such case, 
would stand in no better condition than that Go- 
vernment, The amendment of the Senate, pro- 


the treaty was belore the Mexican Congress, and | hipiting the issue of a government transferable 


the articie liseli was reprobated in that leller in | 
the strongest terms. Besides, our commissioners 
to Mexicu bad been wstructed thal ‘neither the 
President ior the Senate of the United Siates 
can ever conseul lu ralily any realy conlaining 
he 19:h article of the treaty of Gaadalupe Hi- 
dalgo in favor of giantees of land in ‘Texas or 
elsewhere.” Aud again: “Should the Mexican 
governuwent persist in retaining this article, then 
all prospect of immediate peace 1s ended; and ol 
lhis you may give them au absolute assurance.” 

Ou this poiut the javguage of the Protocoi is 
free from ambDiguily; but if it were otherwise, 
is there any indivicual, Awerican or Mexican, 
who would piace such a Construction upon it as 
lo convert it ito a vain allempt to revive this 
arlicie which bad Deen so ollen aud sv solemuly 
condemned’ Surety no person could tor one 
moment suppose thal either Loe Commissioners 
of the United States, or the Mexican Muuistec 
lor Foreign Alfairs, ever entertaiued tbe purpose 
of thus setting al waught the deliberale uecisiou 
of the Presivent auu Senate, which had been 
communicated to the Mexican government with 
the assurance thal their avandonment of this ob- 
nuXlous arucie was es:enial lo the resioralion 
of peace. 

But the meaning of the Protocol is plain. It is 
Simply that the uuilifcation of this article was 
not wteuded to destroy valid legitimate titles to 
land which existed and were in tuil lorce inde- 
pendently of the provisious aod without the aid 
vi tuis article. Notwithstanding it has been ex- 
punged irom the trealy, liese granis were to 
** preserve the legal vaiue which they may pos- 
sess.” ‘I'he refusal to receive grauis whico bad 
become extinct was nol Lo invalidate those whica 
were 10 full force and vigor. That such was the 
clear understanding ol the Senate of the United 
Siales, and this is in periect accordance with 
the Protocol, is manilest from tue fact, that 
whilst the» struck irom the treaty this unjust 
arlicie, they al lhe saine time sanctioned and ra- 
tified the last paragraph of the eighth article of 
ihe trealy, wuich declares that, “ln the said 
lerriiories property of every kind, now velong- 
ing to Mexicans not established there, shall be 
iuviolably respected. ‘Lhe present owners, the 





beyond all question, that the Senate superadded 
the words *: without restricuon” to the religious 
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heirs of these, and all Mexicans who may here- 
aller acquire said property by contract, shall 


stock for the amount, produces this effect, and 
no more. 

The Protocol contains nothing from which it can 
be inferred that the assignee could rightlully de- 
mand the payment of the money io case the con- 
sideration should fail which is stated on the face 
of the obligation. 

With this view of the whole Protocol, and con- 
sidering that the explanations which it contained 
were in accordance with the treaty, I did not 
deem it necessary to take any action upon the 
subject. Had it varied from the terms of the 
trealy as amended by the Senate, although it 
would even then have been a nullity in itself, yet 
duty might have required thatI should make this 
fact known to the Mexican Government. This 
nol being the case, | treated it in the same mane 
ner 1 would have done had these explanations 
been made verbally by the comissioners to the 
Mexican Minister for Foreign Affairs, and com- 
municated in a despatch to the State Department. 

JAMES K. POLK. 

Washington, February 8, 1849. 
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Miscellaneous, 

THe MeckiensurGH DecLaration oF INDE- 
PENDENCE.—In the last number ol our paper was 
inserted the letter of Mr. Bancroft, estaotishing 
the fact of the existence of this document, by 
the discovery of a newspaper, in the British 
State Paper Olfice, containing the paper in ques- 
tion. The doubts which have so long existed in 
regard to the authenticity of these ** extraordinary 
resolves,” in which doubts the ** Imaiortal Jette: - 
son” participated, has Jost no common. interest 
io the fact, and will be sufficier.t reason for the 
register of the document itself in our pages for 
future reference. tis taken {rom the Baltimore 
American : 


DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
By true Cirizens or Meckitensurcu County, 
Nortu Carouina, May 20, 1775. 


In conformity to an order issued by the Colonel of 
Mecklenburgh County, in North Carolina, a 
Convention, vested with unlimited powers, met at 
Charlotte, in sad County, on the 19th day of May, 

\ 1775, when ABRAHAM ALEXANDER wus 
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chosen Chairman, and Joan McKnitt ALEXAN- 
DER, Secretary. 


After a full and free discussion of the objects 
of the Convention it was 


UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED, 


I. That whosoever, directly or indirectly, abet- 
ted, or in any way, form or manner, countenanced 
the unchartered and dangerous invasion of our 
rights, as claimed by Great Britain, is an enemy 
to this country, to America, and to the inherent 
and inalienable rights of man. 

Il. Resolved, That we, the citizens of Meck- 
Jenburg County, do hereby dissolve the political 
bands which have connected us to the mother 
country, and hereby absolve ourselves from all 
allegiance to the British Crown, and abjure all 
political connection, contract or association, with 
that nation, who have wantonly trampled on our 
rights and liberties and inhumanly shed the inno- 
cent blood of American patriots at Lexington. 

Hil. Resolved, That we do hereby declare our- 
selves a free and independent people, are, and of 
right ought to be, a sovereign and self-governing 
association, under the control of no power other 
than that of our God and the General Govern- 
ment of Congress ; to the maintenance of which 
independence, we solemnly pledge to each other, 
our mutual co-operation, our lives, our fortunes, 
and our most sacred honor. 

ABRAHAM ALEXANDER, Chairman. 

J. M. Arexanper, Secretary. 


Adam Alexander, Henry Downe, 
Hezekiah Alexander, John Flenniken, 
Ezra Alexander, John Ford, 

Charles Alexander, Wm. Graham, 
Waitstill Avery, James Harris, 
Ephraim Brevard, Robert Irwin, 
Hezekiah J. Balch, Wa. Kennon, 
Richard Barry, Matthew McClure, ‘ 
Jotn Dayidson, Neill Morrison, 
William Davidson, Samuel Martin, 
Duncan Ocheltree, John Queary, 

John Phifer, David Reese, 

Thos. Polk, Zacheus Wilson, Sr. 
Ezekiel) Polk, Wan. Wilson, 
Benjamin Patton, 

Since writing the above we have received a 
letter from a gentleman in Virginia who encloses 
to us a copy of the North Carolina proceedings, 
extracted from a work entititled ‘ Sketches of 
North Carolina, by Rev, Wm. Henry Foote.” 
Our correspondent, who seems to have enter- 
tained no doubt of the existence of the Mecklen- 
burg Declaration, remarks: ‘“‘After reading the 
article in the Aierican, | thought Mr. Bancroft’s 
Jetter more of a shadow than substance, and that 
Governor Swain might easily have obtained in- 
formation in relation to the Declaration, which 
he could have send forth to the public, which 
would have informed many persons who never 
have heard of the North Carolina proceedings.” 

The copy of the Declaration furnished from 
Mr. Foote’s work, is the same as the document 
published above, except that it embraces two 
additional resolves. The omitted resolutions are 
as follows: 

1V. That as we acknowledge the existence 
and control of no laws, nor legal officer, civil or 
military, Within this county, we hereby ordain 
and adopt, asa rule of life, all, each and every 
of ourlormer laws; wherein, nevertheless, the 
crown of Great Britain never can be considered 
as holding rights, privileges, immunities, or au-~ 
thority therein. 

V. That it is further decreed, that all, each 
and every military officer in this county is hereby 
retained in his former command and authority, he 
acting conformably to these regulations. And 
that every member present of this delegation 
shall henceforth be a civil officer, viz: A justice 
of the peace in the character of a committee 
man, to issue process, hear and determine ail 
matters of controversy, according to said adopted 
Jaws; and lo preserve peace, union, and harmony 
in said county; and to use every exertion to 
spread the jove of country and fire of freedom 
throughout America, until a general organized 
goverument be established in this province. 
Adopted May 20, 1775. 

The following is a copy of the second Meck- 
Jenburgh Declaration, as is giveo in the. work 
of Mr. Foote: 


**CuarLotre, Mecklenburgh County, 
May 301n, 1775. 

This day the committee of the county met and 
passed the following Resoives :~-Whereéas by an 
Addwess preseated to his Majesty by both houses 

é 








of Parliament, in February last, the American 
Colonies are declared to be in a state of actual 
rebellion, we conceive that all laws and commis- 
sions confirmed by, or derived from authority of 
the king or parliament, are annulled and vacated, 
and the former civil constitution of these cvolo- 
nies for the present wholly suspended. ‘i'o pro- 
vide, in some degree, for the exigencies of this 
county, in the present alarming period, we deem 
it necessary ard proper to pass the following re- 
solves, viz: 

Ist. That all commissions civil and military, 
herotofore granted by the crown, to be exercised 
in these colonies, are null and void, and the con- 
stitution of each particular colony wholly sus- 
pended. 

2d. That the Provincial Congress of each pro- 
vince, under the direction of the great Continen- 
tal Congress, is invested with all legislative and 
execulive powers, within their respective pro- 
vinces, and that no other legislative power does, 
or can exist, at this time, in any of these colonies. 

3d. As all former laws are now suspended in 
this province, and the Congress have not pro- 
videc others, we judge it necessary, for the better 
preservation of guod order, to form certain rules 
and regulations for the internal government of 
this county, until laws shall be provided for us by 
the Congress. 

4th. That the inhabitants of this county do 
meet on a certain day appointed by this commit- 
tee, and having formed themselves into nine com- 
panies, viz: eight in the county, and one in the 
town of Charlotte, do choose a colonel and other 


O65 Ee we awa eae ee OR. ee eee, 
were still hoping for reconciliation on honorable 
terms.” 

From this it would seem that the Mecklep. 
burgh proceedings were suppressed, a8 going too 
far for the time. The idea of colonial indepen. 
dence had not yet possessed the minds of the 
people, aud a manifestation that was calculateg 
to exasperate the British government, and to 
alarm its adherents here, was promptly checked 
by the dest friends of the American cause. Jt jg 
easy to understand how such a policy might have 
kept the knowledge of the North Carolina De. 
claration from the people at large, but it is not 
so easy to account for the increduilty of Mr, 
JEFFERSON and others who, it is to be presumed, 
were In the confidence of the patriots of that 
day. 


JUDICIAL. 


Supreme Court or THe Unitep States. 
Martin Luther, plaintiff in error, vs. Lutber M, 
Borden et al—In error to the Circuit Court of 
the United States for Rhode Island. Mr. Chief 
Justice Taney delivered the opinion of this Court, 
affirming the judgment of the said Circuit Court 
in this cause, with costs. 

The poimts decided by the Court are as fol. 
lows: 

1. That, whether the new government at any 
time displaced the chatter government, Is a poll- 
tical and not a judicial question. 

2. That the charter government at no time re- 








military officers, who shall nold and exercise. 
their several powers by virtue of this choice, and 
independent of the crown of Great Britain and | 
the former constitution of this province.” 

( Then follow eleven articles for the preservation of | 
the peace, and the chotce of officers to perform the 
duties of a regular government. ) 

16th. That whatever person shall hereafter re- 
ceive a commission from the crown, or attempt 
to exercise any sucli commission heretofore re- 
ceived, shall be deemed an enemy to his country, 
and upon information to the captain of the com- 
pany in which he resides, the company shall | 
cause him to be apprehended, and upon proof of | 
the fact, committed to safe custody, till the next | 
sitting of the committee, who shall deal with him | 
as prudence shall direct.” | 

The names of the persons composing the Con- | 
vention: 





ABRAHAM ALEXANDER, Chairman. | 

Joun McKnetr ALEXANDER, Ss : 

Eruraim Brevarp. seralarses. 

Rev. Hezekiah J. Balch, John Phifer, James 
Harris, Wm. Kennon, John Ford, Richard Barry, | 
Henry Downe, Ezra Alexander, Wm. Graham, 
John Queary, Hezekiah Alexander, Adam Alex- 
ander, Charies Alexander, Zachary Wilson, jr., 
Waitstill Avery, Benjamin Patton, Matthew Mc- 
Ciure, Neill Morrison, Robert Irwin, John Fien- 
niken, David Reese, John Davidson, Richard 
Harris, jr., Thomas Polk. 

“A committee, consisting of Dr. Ephraim 
Brevard, Wm. Kennon, and Rev. W. Balch, were 
appointed to prepare resolutions suitable to the 
occasion.” 

The subsequent history of these proceedings is 
thus given by the authority : 

** A copy of ihe acts and doings of this conven- 
tions sent by express to the members of Congress 
from North Carolina, then in session in Puila- 
deiphia. Captain JAmes Jack, of Charlotte, was 
chosen as the bearer, and set out immediately on 
his mission, and delivered the declarations to the 
delegates from North Carolina; then in Philadel- 
phia—Messrs. Caswett, Hooper and Hewes. 
Approving of the spirit of their fellow-citizens, 
and the tone of the resolutions, these gentlemen 
nevertheless, thought them premature, as the 
General Congress had not then abandoned alli 
hopes of a reconciliation with the mother coun- 
iry, on honorable terms, and did not present 
them to Congress. By this perhaps prudent smo- 
thering of the expressions of sentiment by an in- 
telligent people, the citizens of Mecklenburgh 
were Cisuppointed, but not discouraged ; they 
Jost the foreground their patriotism merited, bul 
lust not their spirit. ‘Phey declared themselves 
independent May, 1775, and have never ceased. 
to be so. 

** A copy of the proceedings of the convention 
was addressed to the Moderator of the first Pro- 
vincial Congress of North Carolina, which met 
in Hillsborough, August 20th, 1775, and was laid 
before the commitiev of business, but not parti- 











eulerly acted upon, a8 a majority of the body 


cognized the new government, but denounced it 
as revolutionary aud treasonable ; and not only 
opposed it by military force, but prosecuted and 
convicted Governor Dorr, the leader of the taove- 
ment, under the criminal law of the State—in 
which case, and in others, the charter govern- 
ment was sustained by the Courts of Rhode |s- 
land—and that the federal Courts under an es- 
tablished rule of decision, follow the State tribu- 
nals on questions arising under its own laws. 

3. That the recognition of the chartered go- 
vernment by the President of the United States, 
in expressing a willingoess to aid il, if necessary, 
in pulling down the insurrection, by the power 
of the Union, as provided by the Constitution, is 
of itself conclusive cn the judicial power of the 
Union. 

4. lhat the Legislature of Rhode Island had 
power to establish murtial law and to authorize 
the acts to be done, complaiued of as a trespass 
by the plainuff. 

5. The judgment of the Circuit Court was af- 
firmed, which sustains the chartered government. 

Upon one poimt Judge Woodbury dissented. 
He was of opinion that in such a civil strife, 
among ils citizens, as was proved to have existed 
in this case, the Stale possessed no constitutional 
power to declare martial law. He held that the 
General Government alone is, by the Cunstitu- 
tion, empuwered to declare war, and to resort lo 
war measures, (O Suppress insurrection, and put 
dewn domesiic violence—that a Stale should 
first use ils civil power to suppress them, and if 
this be insufficient, next call vut its militia to aid 
ils municipal officers—and if these should fail, 
then call on the General Government for further 
aid—that it would be dangerous, fur many rea- 
sons, to allow a State to resort to war measures, 
under the circumstances which existed in Rhode 
island. 





Tue Emierant Tax Law.—The Nationat In- 
elligencer publishes tue following summary, taken 
from the opinion of Mr. Justice Wayne, in the 
cases of Norris vs. the City of Buston, and Smith 
vs, Turner, health commissioner for the port of 
New York, in which the Supreme Court of the 
United States declares the acts of Massachusetts 
and New York, imposing a tax upon passengers 
coming into the ports of said States, in vessels 
irom avroad, or from other States, to be uncon- 
stitutional and void : 


1. That the acts of New York and Massachu- 
selis imposing a tax upon passengers, either 
foreigners or citizens, coming into the ports in 
those States, either in foreign vessels or vessels 
of the United States, from foreign nations or from 
ports in the United States, are yncons itutivnal 
and void, being in their nature regulations of 
commerce coutrary to the grant in the Constitu- 
tion to Congress to regulate commerce with [o- 
reigo nations and among the States. 

2. That tne States of this Union cannot consti- 
tutionally tax the commerce of the United States 
forihe purpose of paying any expense incident to 


pie 3 PHS wey 
c pleeth 


i asses plasters zit tpdy. a5 ov Dacecnes 
so Tap ig ae SR ee 


Od ae as 


———<— 


the exect 
commer 
rte 0 
erchant 
" 3. The 
having, 6 
admitted 
their pel 
from all 
chusetts 
foreigner 
ever, wh 
destinall 
within t 
States of 
the passe 
of said a 
tutional 
4.T 
York, it 
upon the 
the capt 
arriving 
in the § 
any kine 
for the § 
Slates or 
unconsti 
constitu 
merce ¥ 
and tot 
grant or 
been laid 
establish 
mercial : 
and puss 
United 
ports of | 
That 
so far a 
mg it | 
tates, 
Court | 
unconstl 
That 
Constiti 
other pi 
aod lu 
wellas 
and cor 
5. T 
Ist ari 
** prele 
ol com. 
over thi 
bound | 
to ent 
limitut 
comme 
courme 
and al 
such u 
condit 
shalle 
6. | 
the ac 
const 
conflic 
Ss. cll 
enjom 
uuilor 
the co 
‘ aud ot 
Pp all leg 
had be 
aud tt 
fered 
avy 1 
Stale 
Unites 
YP ‘ 
Como 
State 
and i 
Wale! 
by a 
gation 
CUnOL 
8. 
exerc 
and h 
loreig 
from 
place 
iupu 
BUCh 
lrane 
ing w 
Stall 
Stak 


a as 7 a Wass 
eo tgk eee Ue Cae 


ae 


4 Fars Re 


Apts} 


+ ES 


Be IOS 3 





Pit ARTE NARA Nik BON AE BT ait bmacele: i 






—_—— 
honorable 


Mecklep. 
going loo 
indepen. 
Is of the 
alculateg 
» 2nd to 
Checked 
ise. It jg 
ight have 
lina De. 
it is not 
py of Mr, 
resumed, 
of that 


TATES.—~ 
utber M, 
Court of 
vir. Chief 
118 Court, 
uit Court 


‘e as fol. 


yt at any 
3 a poli 


time re- 
punced it 
not only 
uted and 
he move 
Slale—in 
govern- 
-hode ls- 
-r an es- 
ite tribu- 
aws. 
lered go- 
d States, 
Bcessary, 
€ power 
lution, is 
er of the 


land had 
ulthorize 
trespass 


. Was af- 
srnment. 
issented. 
il strife, 
2 existed 
ilutional 
that the 
Jupstilu- 
resort lo 
and put 
} should 
, and if 
la to aid 
uld fail, 
further 
any rea- 
easures, 
1 Rhode 


mat In- 
y, taken 
» mm the 
4 Smith 
port of 
‘t of the 
chusetis 
seugers 
) vessels 
) uncon: 


ssachu- 

either 
ports in 
vessels 
or from 
utivoal 
jiois of 
onstitu- 
vith fo- 


consti- 
| States 
dent to 





ERE SA eee 








Ati stitnucgeidellved ~ 


Sano AEE Tae LRA adie a ae ea eee Roottig 





NILES NATIONAL REGISTER. 








the execution of their police laws; and that the 

commerce of the United States includes an inter- 

course of persons, as well as the importation of 
erchundize. 

3, That the Congress of the United States 
having, by sundry acts passed at different times, 
admitted foreigners into the United States, with 
their personal luggage and tools of trade, free 
from all duty or impost, that the acts of Massa- 
chusetts and New York imposing any tax upon 
foreigners or immigrants for any purpose what- 
ever, whilst the vessel is in transit to her port of 
destination, though said vessel may have arrived 
within the jurisdictional limits of either of the 
Siates of Massachusetts or New York, and before 
the passengers have been landed, are in violation 
of said acts of Congress, and therefore unconst- 
tutional and void. 

4. That the acts of Massachusetts aud New 
York, in so far as they impose any obligation 
upon the owners or consignees of vessels, or upon 
the captains of vessels, or freighters of the -ame, 
arriving in the ports of the United States with- 
in the said States, to pay any tax or duty of 
avy kind whatever, or tobe any way responsible 
for the same, for passengers arriving in the United 
Slates or coming from a port in the United States, are 
unconstitutional and void, being contrary to the 
constitutronal grant to Congress to regulate com- 
merce with foreign nations and among the States 
ad to the legislation of Congress unuer the said 
grant or power, by which the United States have 





—- — -- 


vessels engaged in commerce from introducing 
disease into the ports to which they are bound; 
and the States may, in the exercise of such po- 
lice power, without any violation of the power 
in Congress to regulate commerce, exact from 
the owner or consignee of a quarantine vessel, 
and from the passengers on board of her, such 
fees as will pay to the State the cost of their de- 
tention, and of the purification of the vessel, car- 
go, and apparel of the persons on board. 

Five Judges concurred in revising the judg- 
meuts of the Courts of New York and Massa- 
chusetts, who read their opinions in the follow- 
ing order, viz: Judges McLean, Carron, McKin- 
LEY, Grier and Wayne.—We have been en- 
abled to obta.na copy of the summary of the 
opinion of the majority of the Judges, as stated | 
by Mr. Justice Wayne, which is given above. 








Tax Tirtes:—The United States District | 
Court, for the district of Iinois, at its recent ses- 
sion at Springfield, decided the following case 
invelving What are denominated tax titles, in 
that State: 

The suit was an action of ejectment instituted 
by Anoweurth against Burlingien to recover 180 
acres of Jand in Adams county, Iils., Messrs. 
Williams and Lawrence being the attorneys for 
(the plaintiff, and Messrs. Browning and Bushnell 
allorneys jor the defendant. ‘The argument and 
trial consumed six days, and on both sides was 
conducted with consummate ability. 


ports of the United States. 





been laid off into collection districts, with ports of entry | 


established within the same, and prescribing the com-| the United States, aud possession by the delen- 
mercial regulations under which vessels, their cargoes | dart, and resied the case. 


and pussengers are to be admitted into the ports of the | 
United States, as well from abroad, as from other | 


That the act oi New York now in question, in 
so far as it ies poses a tax upon passengers arriv- | 
ing in vessels from other ports in the United 
States, is properly in this case before Uns | 
Court for cuastruction, and that the said tax is) 
uvconstituuional and void. 

That the 9th section of the Ist article of the | 
Constitution includes within it ihe migration of 


The plaintif® showed good title derived from | 
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$1,000 , thus receiving but two fifths as much 
pay, for doing more than three times the work. 








Che States. 


Ruope Jstanp.—The January session of the 
General Assembly of this State met at Provi- 
dence on the 15th ult. 

The finances of the State do not appear in a 
very enviable condition. The average annual 
excess of expenditure over the receipts for the 
five years ending May 1, 1848, is $13,927 71. The 
amount of the State debt, at the date mentioned, 
was $187,354 41. 


New Yoru.—Finances:—The balanee in the 





as 


| treasury, on the 30th September, was $305,009 


70. ‘The estimated revenue for the current year 
applieable to the ordinary expenses of the go- 
vernment is $771,500. ‘These expenses are esti- 
mated at $700,000. 

The revenue of the general fund has been 
$848,155, and the payments 885,248. This fund 
stows « deficiency of $37,092. Last yerr there 
was a surplus of 111,665 in thefund. The pub- 
lic works of the State, twelve in number, cost 
$31,763,467 80. ‘The amount of tolls derived 
irom them during the past year was $3,033,570 


/20. ‘The expenditures on them were $855,850. ~ 


‘The amount of the debt which has been in- 
curred for their construction, and which yet re- 
mains unsatisfied, is $17,712,649 91. The debt 
has been decreased during the year $30,099. 





‘The defendant relied upon seven years posses- | 
sion, the peyment of taxes during that time, and | 
a connected tlle from the Auditor of the State 


The revenue of the Literary fund during the 
year was 65,388, and the expenditure $43,582. 
‘The revenue of the Common School fund was 
$407,167, and the expenditures $278,902. The 


on a sale in 1829 for taxes under the act of 1827. | principal of the United States Deposit fund 1s 


The Auditor’s deeds date in 1831. 


Such was! $4,014,520. 


The revenue trom it was $251,577 


his tille. ) and the payment $249,639. The revenue of tis 
The defendant maintains that he is protected | is devoted to school purposes. 


by the Limitation Laws of 1835. If not by that, 


sioo and contirm titles to land.” 
As to the act of 1836, the Court decided that 


The Comptroller thinks that the Safety fund 


tuen he is by the law of 1338-9 ‘to quiet posses- | should only be used to pay the circulation of 
| banks. 
/of this fund, including the above stock, since is 


‘Tbe amount of stock issued on account 


other persons, as well as the importation of slaves, | possession without titie would not avail. That! commencement is $2 820,863, and the eutire pay- 
aod iu terms recognises that other persons a8/ the Supreme Court of Illinois, 1 1837, iu the | ments have been $2,729,202. 


wellas slaves may be the subjects of importation | 
and commerce. | 

5. That the 6tn clause of the 9th section of the | 
Ist article of the Cunstitution prohibiting any | 
‘ prelerence from being given by any regulation | 
ol commerce or revenue tu the ports of ove Slate | 

over those of another State, und that the vesseis | 
bound to or from one State shall not be obiuged | 
to enter, clear, or pay duties in another,’ is a 

limitation upon the power of Congress to regulate | 
commerce ior the purpose of producing entire | 
commercial uniformity within He United States, 
and also a pruh: bition upon the States to destroy | 
such uniformity by any Jegislation presciibing a | 
condiliun upon which vessels bound to oue State 
shall enter the port of another. 

6. ‘Ibat the tax imposed upon passengers by 
the acts of Massachusetts and New York arc un- 
constitulional and void, because each of therm 
conflicts with so much ol the 1st clause of the 8:b 
s.cuon of the lst article of the Constitution as 
enjuis all dultes, imposts, and excises shall be 
uuilorm throughout the United States ; because 
the constitutional uniformity enjoined is as real 
aud obligatory upon the States iu the absence of 
all legisiation by Congress as if the unilormuly 
had been made by the legislation of Congress; 
aud that such coistitutionpal unilorwity is ipler- 
fered with and wvestroyed by any Stale imposing 
aby tax upon the itercourse of persons trom 
Dlale lo Srate, oc from foreign countries to the 
United States. 

i. ‘That the power in Congress, to regulate 
Commerce Will foreign Nalious aud among the 
Slates, includes navigation upon the high sees, 
aud in the bays, harbors, lakes, aud vavigavie 
walers wilhin the United States, and thal any tax 
by a State m any way ailecting the right of navi- 
Galion, or subjecting lhe exercise of the right io a 
Condition, 18 cuptrary to the atoresaid grant. 

8. ibatthe States of the Univun, may in the 
exercise ol their pulice powers, pass quafaitine 
and health laws, iuterdictag vessels coming trow 
loreign port or purts within the United States 
from iauuing passengers and gouds, prescribe the 
places and time for vessels to quarantine, aud 
dumpose pevallies for violating the same; and that 
such laws, though affecting couimerce in ‘its 
\ransit, are Dot regulations of commerce prescrib- 
10g terms upon Which merchandise aud persons 


case ol Garret vs. Higgings, had decided that the 
Auditor’s deed, unaccompanied with proof of the 
periormance of the esseatial requisites of the law, 
conveyed no title. 

‘Tue Court also decided that the law of 1838-9 
Was unconstitutional and void, because it pur- 
ports to Convey tov one man the land of anotber. 
fhe court further decided that the Audiloi’s 
deed unaccompanied as in the ease at the bar, 
by proof that be had performed all the requisites 


ol Jaw authorizing hii to sell the jand for taxes 
,conveys no lille. 


Therefore, the defendant is 
nol protected by *“ciaim or color of title 
made in good faith” in the meaning of the law. 
The cour dehued the ‘claim and color of ttle 
made in good faith’ uuder this law, to be such a 
lille as in Jaw would pass the estate prima facie, 
ifa better title be notshown. ‘That is a question 
ol law, and not depending upon the opinivn of the 
Occupant, Olberwise the delence would depend 
upon the capacily of the mau to judge, in which 
case IL WOuld protect one and nui avail another, 
who might be more intelligent. 





—Vermeut, Connecticut and New York, with 
42 Representatives in Congress, and a tree popu- 
lauion ot over three muilions, constitute one cir- 
cuit, while Alabama aud Louisiana, with 11 
Representatives, and a free population of but 
balf a million, constitute another circuit. New 
Jersey and Pespsylvania, with a population of 
two willions, copstilute the third circuit. Mis- 
sissippi and Arkansas, wilh a population of but 
halt @ muilion, Constitute the winih circuit. We 
Say free population, because tue slave has noth- 
log todo with couris of law, having no legal 
bights to maintain, Louisiana with a population 
ol 163,939, has one Judge ata salary of $3,000. 
Obiv, with a population of 1,219,465, more than 
eight times a8 great as that of Louisiana, has 
ouly ove Judge al a Salary of $1,0U0 ; that is, 
while he has more than eight times as many to 
do business for, receives but one-third as much 
pay. Arkansas, with a free population of 77,- 
63U, has one Judge at a salary of $2,000 ; New 
Hampshire with a population of 234,573, has 
but one Judge at a salary of $1,000. Mussissippi, 
with a free population of 13U,440 has one Juage 





Ball ve admitted into the ports of the United 
Sialcs, but precautionary regulations to prevent 





who receives $2,900. Indiauva with a populativa 
of 580,863, has but one Judge who receives only 


Unequat Distrisution or Feperar Courts. | 


Four associations and eight individual banks 
have been estabiisted during the year. ‘I'he de- 

| crease of circulation of ali the tree banks du- 
| ring the year has been $372,972, Since the pas- 
sage of tne General Bauking Law, thirty-one of 
the free banks have been closed vy the Cumptrol- 
ler, whose aggregale circulation atthe time of 
failure, was 1,417,525 v0 
Amount redeemed by comptroller 1,357,414 Wu 





Leaving the outstanding circulation $60,121 vu 


New Jinsey.—A bill introduced to the Legis- 
lature of New Jersey, proposes to authorise any 
person or association ol persons in thal Siate to uo 
baking business, by opening offices of discount, 
veposit, &c., provided they du not issue notes pay- 
abie to bearer on demand, intended*for circuia- 
iou as currency, her circulate any other than 
lawful money of the United Siates, or specie- 
paying banks of New Jersey. The aggregate 
capital shall not be less than $100,000. 

Nortru Carouina.—The Leyislaiure of this 
State clused, suys the Greensborough Patriot, one 
ol the most important sessions ever held in North 
Carolina, on the 29th ult. ‘The prominent act of 
ihe session was the adoption Of a system of great 
State works, which, il put into operation, says 
ihe paper wenlioned, will inspire the everygies, 
develope the resources and reveem the fortunes 
vf oid North Carolina. ‘The great improvements 
referred lo, are the act for the Centrai Railroad, 
including the provision to resuscitate the Gastou 
Koad,—the piank road from Fayettevil.e to Salis- 
bury,—the turopike from Salisbary west to the 
Georgia line,—the lucupike frum Greensboro’ to 
Mi. Airy,—the aid exiended ty the Wilmington 
road,—aud the appropriation tor Neuse aud J'ar 
rivers, and for the improvement of Upper Cape 
Fear aud Deep rivers. 

Acts were also passed for the increase of the 
revenue of the State,—ior the establishmeat of 
an insave Hospital, aud fur the incurporation of 
the vank of Fuyetie, with branches at Wades- 
boro’, Greensboro’, Salisbury, and Washington. 

The bill to ameod we Constitution in regard 
to free sulfrage was lost by a vote of 25 ayes tv 
19 noes,—not a Constitutional majority ; three- 
fiiths beg -required. 

Messrs. Satiecihwaile, Stanly, Hicks and Cald- 
weil, of the House, presenled a protest agaist 
the majority vole on the 2ud, 3rd, 4th, Sin and 
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Gth of the resolutions on the subject of slavery 
in the territories. - 

{[Note.— The resolutions, together with the inau- 
gural message of Governor Manly, are on file for 
our next number. ]} ¥ 

The Central Kailroad bill was passed in the 
Senate by the casting vole of the Speaker. The 
excilement was very great on the occasion, and 
it is well understood that the improvement mea- 
sures could not have been carried individually, 
or without the aid of the ** log-roliing system.” 

The contested seat in the Senate {rom Orange, 
was awarded to Mr. Berry, by a vote of 21 to 
20. Cvolonel Joyner was unanimously elected 
Speaker of the Senate in place of Mr. Graves, 
who resigned the station in accordance with a 
previous understanding to that effect. 


Viroinia.— Official and complete. 


~ aw m OO 
re caer 
Counties. me: Counties. § 
Accomack 544 295 Louisa 307 441 
Albemarle 833 619 Lunenburg 169 zi2 
Alexandria 539 225 Madison 69 486 
Alteghany 104 149 Marshall 558 627 
Amelia 163 193 Marion 324 669 
Amherst 416 413 Mason 349 274 
Appomatox, Matihews 136 189 
new co. 190 322 Mecklenbarg 342 497 
Augusta 1354 723 Mercer 191 184 
barbour 237 484 Middlesex 116 125 
Bath 152 12% Monongalia 434 809 
Bedford 886 534 Monroe 483 469 
Berkeley 608 544 Montgomery 342 306 
Boone, new co. 68 128 Morgan 185 201 
Botetourt 462 633 Nansemond 311 260 
Brooke 227 276 Nelson 394 229 
Brunswick 213 337 New Kent 176 101 
Braxton 191 114 Nicholas 213 90 
Buckingham 344 361 Norfoik county 629 650 
Cabell 287 233 Nortulk city 652 448 
Campbell 794 554 Northampton 170 9 
Caroline 367 425 Northumberl’d 161 234) 
Carroll 179 267 Nottoway 117 143 
Charles City 142 5S Qhuio 977 478 
Charlotte 290 303 Orange 296 231 
Chestertield 296 505 Page 69 595 
Clarke 209 201 Patrick 337 272 
Culpepper 354 318 Petersburg 392 333 
Cumberland 235 162 Fendleton 235 309 


Pittsylvania 834 589 
Pocahontas 106 212 


Dinwiddie 235 228 
Doddridge, 


newco. 28 137 Powhatan ate yt: 
Elizabeth City 133 120 Preston ) 
Isssex 186 135 Prince Edward 211 253 
Fairfax 489 320 Princess Anne 373 299 
Fauquier 685 503 Prince Gevrge 327 215 
Fayette 257 134 Prince William 207 412 
Fliuvanna 271 190 Pulaski 131 Lal 
Floyd 271 225 Puinam, 
Frenklin 6U8 606 newco. 192 183 
Frederick . 795 834 Randolph 201 213 
Giles 274 342 Rappahannock 304 239 


Richmond eity 1064 345 


Gilmer, new co. 77 178 
meee Richmond co. 182 148 


Gloucester 185 197 











Goochland 165 254 Ritchie 124 337 
Grayson 193 200 Roanoke 133 249 
Greenbrier * 658 303 Rockbridge 665 S01 
Greene 63 270 Rockingham 35 1655 
Greensville 77 130 Russell 482 316 
Halifax 395 843 Scott 296 462 
Hampshire 581 657 Shenandoah. 176 1404 
Hancock, Smyth 326 3u9 
new co. 161 216 Southampton 333 307 
Hanover 410 427 Spotsylvama 413 405 
Hardy 525 271 Stafford 230 255 | 
Harrison 443 611 Surry 94 158 
Henrico 592 393 Sussex 82 273 
Henry 315 251 ‘Taylor 266 247 
Highland, ‘Taze well 215 643 
newco. 101 288 ‘Tyler 324 290 
Isle of Wight 105 393 Warren 122 235 
James City 99 37 Warwick 62 16 
Jackson 239 233 Washington 435 679 
Jefierson 735 594 Wayne 105 110 
Kanawha 742 272 Westmoreland 249 60 


Weizel, new co. 50 317 
Williamsburg 47 34 
Wirt, new co. 122 130 


King & Queen 224 253 
King George 149 112 
King William 93 234 


Lancaster 137 107 Wood 430 325 
Lee 324 521 Wythe 347 336 
Lewis 331 522 York 118 386 
Logan 99 117 ——— 
Loudoun 1453 420 45265 46738 

45205 





Cass’ majority 1473 


Kentucky.—The House of Representatives 
of this State, on the 3rd inst., adopted the fol- 
lowing resolution by a vote of 93 ayes, to 0 
nays: 

Resolved, That we, the Representatives of the 
people of Kentucky, are opposed to abolition or 
emancipation of slavery iu any form or shape 





whatever, except as now provided for by the 
Constitution and Jaws of the State. 


Missouri.—The recent cengus of this State 
furnishes the following statistics:—The aggre- 
gate of the population in the State is 588,971, 
distinguished as follows: Free white males 268, - 
503 ; Free white females 241,932; Free persons 
of color 1,779 ; slaves 76,757. The total free white 
population is 510,435, in 1840; the population 
as ascertained by the United States census, was 
333,702, and in 1844, according to the State enu- 
meration, 511,987. In 1844 the number of slaves 
in vy State was 70,300—increase in four years, 
6,437. 

The city of St. Louis has a population of 55,- 
952,—Hannibal 2329,—Brownsville 2220,—Jef 
ferson 1122,—St. Charles 1408,—Palmyra 1036. 

Deaf and dumb in the State 259,—blind 149. 

This State, by her Legislature, has at length 
accepted her share of the surplus fund to which 
she was entitled under the distribution law of 
Congress, passed several years ago, and the 
same has been appropriated to the erection of a 
building to be used as a Lunatic Asylum. 


Fiorina —The General Assembly of the State 
was adjourned sine die, on the 13th ult. The 
Sentinel says there was an unusual amount of 
legislation, and upon subjects of high public in- 
terest. 

A law has been passed for the establishment 
of common schools throughout the State, and 
provisions made for the sale of the sixteenth sec- 
tions of land, and for the disposition of the pro- 
ceeds. Three railroad bills have been adopted— 
one providing for a road from St. Mary’s River 
to the Gulf coast, near Cedar Keys,—another 
from St. Mary’s to Pensacola,—and the third 
from the vicinity of the junction of the Chatta- 
hooche and Fiint Rivers to St. Andrews. 

The Legislature failed to elect Circuit Court 
Judges, a constitutional objection being urged 
against their election by the present Legislature. 
The Constitution declares that at the first ses- 
sion of the Legislature, to be held under the 
same, the Judges of the Circuit Court, shall be 
elected for the term of five years, and at the ex- 
piration of the present term of office shall ve 
elected for the term of eight years. The words 
** at the expiralion,” were insisted upon as desig- 
nating a precise period of time rather than as 
an expression admitting of an interpretation con- 
sistent with the practical and convenient work- 
ing of the Constitution itself. The probability 
therefore is that the State will be without a Ju- 
diciary from July, 1350, when their terms ex- 
pire, to such time as the Legislature may elect, 
which cannot be before December therealter, 
unless a special session is called. 

A resolution was adopted, by a decided vote, 
on the 12th ult., in both Houses, fixing the time 
for the inauguration of the Governor elect at 12 
M., on the 13th, which was subsequently changed 
io 10 P. M., of the same day. ‘len members of 
the House protested against the passage of this 
resolution, as being opposed to both the letter 
and spirit Constitution of the State, and in op- 
position to all former precedents. 

In accordance with the resolution just men- 
tioned, the ceremony of inauguration took place 
on the evening of the 13th ult., in the Represen- 
tives’ Hall, in presence of a large and brilliant 
assemblage. ‘Ihe Governor elect was escorted 
to the stand by a committee of the House, and 
wasaddressed by Hon. D. S. Walker, in a brie 
speech, alter which the oath of olfice was ad- 
ministered, and the Governor made an address 
from which we take the following :— 

*-You are now on the eve of separating, gentle- 
men of the Genera! Assembly, fur your respec- 
tive homes. I trust, in the acts you have passed 
at the present session of the General Assembly, 
you have accomplished all the public good de- 
mands at your hands, at thist:me. There are 
two subjects to which your labors have been par- 
ticularly devoted, in which the people are deep- 
ly interested: a scheme of internal improve- 
ment, and a proper system of education. 1 hope 
the bills which you have enacted in regard to 
railroads, will prove awple for those ovjects ; 
and that, by the time you will again be required, 
by tne Constitution, to assemble here, their effects 
will be witwessed in the improvement and pros- 
perity of every portion of our beloved State. 
Bul, genllemen, the paramount subject of all | 
others, in this, our happy and favored land, is| 
education. lt is upon the education of the youth 





ness and permanence. It is said that money jg 
power—be assured, my fellow citizens, that 
knowledge is power. By the principles of our 
glorious institutions, the field of office. js Open 
and free for every citizen, and as we extend the 
scheme of education, we extend the field of 
choice. You witness to-day a practical illustra. 
tion of our simple, equal and Republican instity. 
lions, in the elevativn, by the free choice of the 
people, of one of the most humble and unpretep. 
ding of their citizens to the highest office in th, 
State. Therefore, cherish education as the pal- 
ladium of our liberties. 

Fellow-citizens, I might close here ; but havin 
solemnly pledged before you, and in the presence 
of God, who holds the destinies of nations in his 
hand, to support the Constitution of the United 
States, | should not permit this occasion to pass 
withoul the expression of an opinion in regard 
to the crisis now impending over the Suuthery 
portion of our Union. 

There is no pubdiic officer who will defend the 
sovereignty of the States, the rights of the South, 
and the compromises of the Constitution with more 
firmness and devotion thanI will. I would say to 
all who would be disposed to violate those sacred 
rights ** thus far shait thou go, and no further,” 
But there isa wide difference, | humbly conceive, 
between a firm and manly resistance, to unjust 
encroachments, and the empty vapouring and 
gasconale which has becowe s0 common, in the 
form of stereotyped resolutions, that we remem. 
ber the fable of the Buy and the Wolf; and should 
danger actually come, the sober and discreet 
would hardly regard our cries. Tnere was a 
time, fellow-citizens, when there was no man, 
however high his standing and influence with the 
people might have been, who would have dared 
**to calculate the value of the Union,” or could 
have spoken lightly of its permanence, without 
bringing down upou his head the indignation of 
the people. But in these days, partizan polit- 
cians, apparently unrebuked, can * calculate the 
value of the Umion,”? and flippantly discourse of 
the **capacily of the people,” when their own 
selfish ends are to be advanced, (while quite as 
ready to deny it, when they are disappuinteJ,) 
and the talk of the dissolution of the Union has 
become almost as fa niliar as household words. 

Fellow-citizens, there was a time, under this 
Constitution, when the opinions of that great 
man, so justly calied the Father of his Country, 
whose portrail is now before me, were revered 
and respected by every statesman in this nation 
—when his Farewell Address to the people of the 
United States was regarded as the promptings of 
inspiration. But where are the politicians now 
to be found ‘so poor to do him reverence?” 
Who regards his admonition “indignantly to 
frown upon the first dawning of every attempt 
to alienate any portion of our country from the 
rest?” We have witnessed the attempt to make 
the question of our Southern instiiutions—the 
question upon which the destinies of this Union 
hang—peculiaily a party question. Faualiog in 
that most signally by the election of General 
Taylor—a Southern man, educated in the South, 
and deeply interested in Southern institutions —by 
Northern support, we now see the attempt to 
make this—the most delicate of all questivns 
upon which our liberties hang—a mere sectivnal 
question. I believe, fellow citizens, that the 
Northern fanatics have done much to weaken 
the attachment and reverence of the people tor 
the Union ; and | fear as much has been done by 
Southern demagogues as Northern fanatics. Bul 
L have full confidence in the soundness of the 
great body of the people, Norte and South. 
They know and they appreciate the value of this 
Union; they will not permit it to be put in jev- 
pardy, either by Northern fanatics or by South- 
ern demagogues. ‘The election of the first offi- 
cer of the Federal Guveroment from the South 
is the sirongest evidence tifat could be given of 
the desire of the North todo awple justice to 
the South and to regard her rights; aud of not 
less import is the selection of a statesman for 
the second office in the Government who is libe- 
ral, enlightened, and above sectional prejudices, 
and destined, I trust, by Providence, to occupy 2 
large space among the stalesmen who are to ve 
iustrumental in the preservation of this Union, 
won by the valor and erected by the wisdom ol 
our fathers. And now is the period when we 
Farewell Address of Washington ought to be pul- 
lished by every patriot editor and caused to ve 
read in the family of every patriot (ather. |! 





of our country that depends, not only our pre- 
eminence asa nation, but its character, happi- 


comes Lo us Dow as the warning voice of the Fa- 
ther of his Country from the spirit land. 
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Fellow-citizens, ne patriot, nostatesmen, should 


countenance the intimation for one moment that 
this glorious, this free and happy Government, 
secured by the union of these States—this model 
ef humaa wisdom and greainess—can be de- 
groyed- Whea its influence is now being felt 
end imitated by all the nations of Europe, it is 
not a matter of speculation just now to be tested 
thet che people of the United States are ‘‘capa- | the deficiency of 1848, there will be a tots! de 
ble of sedf-government,” or that the arch which ( . 
binds together this glorious Confederation is | strenuous effort will be made by the French Min- 
sirong enough to bear the pressure of wae in de-| istry to effect some comprehensive plaa of re- 
fence of rights, owr national honor, or our liber- | trenchment. 

ty. The recent successes in Mexico were oot h e | 
necessary to establush that position. The war | despatches from Paris, which are dated on Thurs- 
of 1812, justly called the second war of the re-|day. They say, “Public op nion seems to have 
yolution, settled these questions, and no sound | undergone a great change about the Italian ques- 
statesmen has since entertained a doubt upon | tion. Some of the influential men who three or 
these subjects, But there were giants in the} four months since, were clamorous for an inter- 
land in those days—giaats at the head of the} vention in Italian affairs, in order, as they said, to 
Government—giants at the head of our army | redeem the honors of France, have taken alarm 
and at the head of our navy; and mea who be- | at the state of the finances, and do not hesilate 
lieved we were a chosen people of God, and | to say that they cannot see why France should 
that, in his Provideuce, we would be guarded | loose all chance of ameliorating her condition by 
and protecied. 1 believe now that his overruling | rushing into war for the freedom of a people who 
Providence will preserve our Union against the |have wo courage to fight for themselves. As 
designs of all the fanatics and the gasconading | for the question of the Pope, the opinion here is 


of all the parusan demugogues in the land. 


In the discharge of duty my humble efforts | imtervention for or against him, but throw no ob- 
shall be directed to a firm and yielding support|stacle in the way of either Spain or Naples, if 
of the rights of the South, and the cultivation of } one or the other should offer money or men to 


mers were preparing at Toulon, with orders to 
sail without a moment’s delay. From Brest and 
Cherbourg equally active preparations are re- 
ported. ‘The rumor naturally ascribes this de- 
monstration as indicative of aun armed interven- 
tion in favor. of the Pope. 

P. M. Passy, the Minister of Finance has pub- 
lished his budget for 1849, by which, including 


ficit of 715,000,000f. at the end of 1849. A 


The London Globe of the 26:h contains the latest 





the Pope as an ecclesiastic no less than as a 
prince. The spiritual anathernas which he has 
hurled against them, have been received with 
complete contempt. 

Turkey anp Inpia.—The Sultan of Turkey 
has taken a great stride in religious toleration, 
having issued a decrec according to Christians the 
privilege of attaining the highest cignities, even 
that of Pacha and Vizer. 

By the Overland Mai! we have dates from 
Bombay to the 20 of December, with advices 
from Calcutta to the 10th, and Madras to the 12th 
of December; from Hong Kong to the 25 of No- 


| vember. 


The intelligence from the Punjaub is of much 
interest. A sanguinary skirmish bas taken place 
on the Dhenet, between a considerable force un- 
der Lord Gough and a large body of Sikhs, who 
had taken a position and defended it with an ob- 
stinacy and valor which makes them very formi- 
dable foes. 

The affair seems to have been cenducted on 
the part of the British, with less than an average 
amount of prudence, and the mistake with those 
in eommand almost needlessly committed, was 
only retrived at the eust of an exhaustive effort, 
and {of many valuable lives, including Major 





that the French should aostain from any actual 





a good understanding wath our Northern breth- 
reu, praying for the aid of a beneficeat Creator 
Lo support me in an honest discharge of my ofi- 
cial dulies. 





Foreign Intelligence. 


LOLOL LLL LOL OOOO OOOO eee 


ARRIVAL OF THE STEAMER. 


The Steamer Niacara arrived at Bostoa on 
the morning of the llth inst., with Liverpvol 
dates to the 27th ullimo. 


Marxets.—Liverpool, Jan. 27.—The cotton 
market is (reely supplied at the advanced rates— 
Fair upland 43d, fax Mobile 431. The sales 
were 15,000 baies for the week, 7,000 on specu- 
lalion. Corn is in moderate demand from 2338. 
to 303s. Corn meal, best yellow, 153. Wheat, 
ia boud, 63s. 3d. to 7s. ld. Best Western flour, 
in bond, 263. Provisions —Beef is steady, Pork 
and bacon has declined. Lard is 30 to 36s. 
Cheese brings full prices. Stock reduced. 

The accounts trom the manulacturing districts 
are Salislaclory and encouraging. Great activily 
prevails at Manchester and the surrounding col- 
lun districts, An improvement in the Loue ol 
commercial afluirs is observable. There is ob 
advance in cousols, lor wouey and account, of 2 
per cent. 

The imports of Cotton since the 1st of January, 
have been 170,0UU0 bales, of which 140,000 are 
from the United States? The stock in port was 
abuul 437,000 bales,—271,0.0 of which was 
Awerican. 

Loncon, Jan. 26.—U. S. 6 per cents., 1868, 
104 to 105. New York 5 per cents., 92. Oto 
6 per cents., 93. Louisiana 5 cents., Baring & 
Co., of 1850, 87. Maryland 5 per cenis., ster- 
ling bonus, 94 to 95. Alabama, 5 per ceuls., 55. 
Whissourl sterling Vonds, bu. 


Exe tanp.—A thorough financial reform in all 
the departments of tue Guverumeut is wisely te- 
S0lved upon. 





iRELAND.—The errors assigned in the cases of 
Suwith O'Brien and his feliow prisoners have been 
overruled by ihe Court of Queen’s Beucn, vy a 
ulatimeus uvecision of the Judges. O'Brieu, it 
18 undersiood, will peisevere in Carrying up the 
appeal to the House of Lorus. Mr. Meagher 


dcelipes to proceed iuriher, aud will suvuail to 
his fate. 


France.—The preliminary motion on the ques- 
tion of the dissolution of the National Assembly 
has been carried by a large majority. ‘I'he re- 
ports of the various commilices were nearly all 
adverse to the dissolution. It is believed that the 
decision of the question will vot be made in sea 
Son to allow of the election to take place beiore 
April. 

M. Marraut retains his seat as President of the 
Assembly, and M. Boulac de la Meurthe has been 
elected Vice President of the Republic. 

The Government is still in a state of transition. 
We had scarcely despatched our last number, 


the Pope. It is said that on this condition Aus- 
tria would consent to stand aloof, 

The accounts from Rome are contradictory. 
The Journals of that city and those of Tuscany 
assert that the protest of the Pope has been a 
failure. The Revolutionary government of Rome 
has put forth a decree, denouncing as enemies tu 
tueic Country, all persons who shail suiler them- 
selves to be deterred from voting for the consti- 
luent -assembly by the protest of the Pope. kt 
has appointed a committee of iustruction to go 
amoug (be electors and enlighten them, and also 
nominated a committee of public safety similar 
lo the commillee which exisied during the old 
French Revolution, which denounced its ven- 
geance on every mat who was suspected of a 
wantof patriotism. This excess of precaution 
does nol show that the protest of the Pope has 
been without effect. 
‘Tne funeral ef Col. Rey, the late commandant 
of the Repubiican Guards, took place on the 251h. 
Ledru Rollin and several memovers on the Muoun- 
tuin, waited on the President of the Republic snd 
assured him that there was nol the slightest iw- 
\eulion Lo produce au emeule. 


Geramany.—The Assembly has fairly cast an 
apple of discord amongst the Princes ot Germa- 
uy by the course they are pursuing. 
Austria, whilst recovering her rebellious Hun- 
garian provinces, has a new field of controversy 
upeued in the threatened rivalry of Prussia for 
tne German throne. 
Naples and Sicily are still far from an amica- 
ble settiewenut of their disputes, whilst Kussia, 
which so long remained silently preparing for 
action seems deeply plunged in tnirigues, witu a 
view to the extension of her power Soutn. 

The Frankiort Assembly on the 19ih ult. de- 
creed that the dignity of head of the German 
empire should be given to one of the reigning 
German sovereigns. It is believed that the uext 
vole will declare ihe title of E uperor to ve he- 
reditary. Austria baving virtually withdrawn 
irom the circle of the central authority estad- 
lisned at Frankfort, it thus remais for the As- 
sembly to take the only aliernative leit ior them, 
| to pave the way for a prince of Hoheuzoiem .o 
the mmperial throne. 

Prince Windischgratz has captured Count Bal- 
thiane, one of the chief imsurgeut leaders, aud 
confiscation and exterminativu are the orders ol 
the day. Martial law has teen proclaimed to 
Galiicia, in which direction the notorious Beit 


Gen. Cureton, and other distinguished officers. 
So what the accounts received calla nulleh or 
gulley, but which wes in fact a formidable branch 
of the Cuenab, the enemy were eventually com- 
pelled to retire, but as they were able to carry 
with them their heavy artillery, camp baggage, 
and wounded men, it ts fair to assume that theic 
spirit or strength suffered no material check. 
‘They were pursued, but at the subsequent move- 
ment no details have yet arrived. 

The Sikhs appear to be directing their course 
to the mountain country, as they will then obtain 
many formidable positions, and a longer protrac- 
tion of the war may be expectod. In the mean- 
while, attention has been partially withdrawn 
from Moulton, where Gen. Whiet seems to have 
been awaillng the arrivri of the Bombay column. 





From Mexico.—Generai La Vega was at Vera 
Cruz, en roule iv ‘l'ampico, his station. General 
Lombardinio has been appointed cowmandsnte 
General of the State of Puebla. The project of 
a railroad to Tacudaya promises to be carried 
through vigorously. A bill has been introduced 
intu the Senate to apply a portion of the next 
payment from tie United States to the purchase 
of 60,000 muskets. The insurgents of Tolucca 
have tuken refuge at ‘lemascaltepec, where they 
are under the command of Estevan Leon. The 
State of Chihuahua is overrun with Indians of 
the Camanche tribe. 

The coinage of money at the Mint of Guana- 
juato, during the year past, amounts to $8,322,- 
118 16—41,701 gold duubluons, 7,195,000 silver 
dvilars, aud $459,9UU in lesser coins. 

A difficulty bas occurred at Tampico between 
Captsin Carr, Q. M. U. S. Army, and the au- 
inurilies at Lampico, which bas re-ulled in the 
order of Generali Guerero, conimanding the port, 
to Captain Carr to quit the cily in a speeitied 
time. ‘The ord.r was not heeued, the gallant 
Captain replying that he was there by direction 
ol his Government, and recoguized no other au- 
thoriuy, and would remain, regardiess of threats, 
until expeiled vy force. An exhioition of mili- 
lary Uisplay loliowed, bul tiere was no disposi- 
lion lo compel a complance. After qiiet had 
been restoreu, the Captain, accompanied by Mr. 
Chase, our Consul, went on voard the U.S. sloop 
of war, SARATOGA, and hud a briei conference 
with the Cumimanuder, soon alter which sue bore 
away jor the rendezvous of the Gull Squadron. 





CanaDA.— Opening of Parliament—General As- 
sembiy.— Phe Provincial Parliaweot of the Uni- 
ted Canadas assemuied at the Capital (Mvntreal) 
on the 18th ult. The Governor General opened 








has escaped. 


Prussia.—Tranquillity prevails, but the do- 
mestic districts of the Prussians keep up a degree 
of excitement. 


Denmark.—The Government has announced 
the imenuon of borrowing $7,0UU,00U, aud to 
issue $4,000,000 exchequer bitis. ‘Ine quarrel 
wbout the Duchies remain in statu quo. 


Iraty.—The Pope demands the intervention 
of Ausiria to reseat him in temporal power, and 
both Sardinia and France have strongly remon- 
strated against the determination of the Roman 











ihe s€Ssi0n In a speech in which he states that it 
is the purpose of the Queen to exercise the pre- 
rogative of mercy in savor of all persons who 
ace still lable to penal consequences for politi- 
cal offences in the events of 1837 and 183r. The 
resiriction against the French language has been 
repealed. Assurance is given that steps will be 
taken for conferring upou the Provincial autho- 
rities the entire control of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, and when accomplished, a low rate of pos- 
lage is recoumended. ‘The provision of funds 
for the early compietion of the St. Lawrence 
Canals is strongly urged. ‘The passenger trade 


























When intelligence was received that eleven stea-' people, wno seem to have lost all reverence for 





is regardec as au important interest, which can- 
not be discouraged without injury to the oulward 
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Schools is alluded to, and i i recommended to lows, bul they did hot denounce the law or the | protection of the political abolitionists!” 


sel apatt @ portion of the public domam in order 
that a fund may be secured for that object. The 
GPPOsition alone time manifested to the Schoo! 
Aci in Lower Canada, has in a greal measure 
subsided. He recommends an adherence to the 
policy of securing to ali the youth of the Pro- 
vince the blessings of education. 


Spirit of the Press. 


Tae Siavear Qve-Ti0n. —From the New York 
Observer: —We devore a large space in our co- 
lumans this week to the addresses of the Southern 
convention on the slavery question. This sub- 
ject has now become deeply inieresting, and, in 
ihe view of some, threatens the stability of our 
happy Union. It is time, therefore, that all who 
love their country should reflect seriously and 
prayerfuliy upon it, and speak and act as becomes 
Christian patriots. Our own views on the gene- 
ral subject have been frequently given ; bui we 
regard this as a proper momeut for referring 
again to those considerations which should in- 
duce the North to avoid an action and language 
in reference to slavery, which will unnecessarily 
irritate the South. Among these considerations 
are the following : 

1. Our Southern brethren ave not responsible for 
the origin of the evil. 

Slavery was forced upon the American people 
by Britain, to gratify her vile lust of gold i every 
part ol the land, and in every period of its colo- 
nial history. 

2. di is nol easy to get rid of the evil, suddenly. 

Siavery is the jundamental law upon which al! 
the political institutious of the South have been 
based from the beginning. That law was esla- 
blished by Britain at the very commencement of 
the political existence of those communities. Lt 
gave lo the white man despotic power over the 
negro. It constituted the whites a privileged 
Class—the aristocracy of the laud. The aboii- 
tion of slavery iv the South would be, ic other 
words, a voluntary surrender by this aristocracy 
of the power and ptivileges which they Lold 
under the ancient law of their country. Ought 
we to be greatly surprised if this surrender 
should not be made suddenly, even though de- 
Mauded by public sentiment m the Nurih, aud 
i every oliier Civilized Country on the giobe? 
Where, in history, is there ap example vi the 
surrender by av aristocracy of their ancient 
powers and privileges, however exorbitant avd 
vppressive liuse powers, and however carves 
the Gewand ior lhe surreader, wheu that de- 
ivand Was ful backed by a Cumpeteut pliysical 
force? No one wishes lo see slavery abuiisied 
in the South by physical lurce, and » ithoul ply- 

Sicai lurce it would ve a moral miracle ti it were 
abulished sudUculy. We must pul be lov iupa- 
tient. 

3. Our Southern brethren have done more to get 
rid of the evil thin could have been reasonably auii- 
cipaled. 

When we reflect upon the demoralizing cha- 
racier Ol slavery, aud ihe Obsirucliuns IL Oppuses 
tv ail improvement, pliysicdl, iibelieciual, aud 
ioral, we afte prove tv ink al lue Nort that 
tiere Cal be Huluidg good i @ CuMimunuily where 
BUCH af slilulion exisis. Live Cofsus vl Lod, 
huwever, slows lial there are, 68 lve resuil vo! 
Velunlary emancipation, i iittie Delaware, 14, 
UUU iree UiacKks, ur mure Lhun tive-sixths of ihe 
Wivie vegtu pupuiativn ul Lhal Diaie; in Mary- 
jand, 62,UUU itee viacks, or wearily one-hail of 
the wegro popuiation vi thal Siale 5 m Virginia, 
OU ,UUU iree uiacks ; wm Louisiana, 29,000 5 and w 
@ii the siave-h viding Siates, 215 UUU iree lacks, 
whose vaiue as siaves, al lune givderate esti vale 
Oo! §oUU each, would ve mure than §10U,00U,0u0! 
—imore tiun the bDoasied £20,000 Vu which Bri- 
lam paid ior the emancipation of her West lauia 
negrues !—more than the aggregate of the Siate 
devis of the whole siaveiwidmg section of the 
Union! This vast sum is the vuiuulary sacrifice 
made by Southern slavehoiders on the altar of 
auti-siavery feeling and principle! in making it, 
thousands of nobie-mmded men have reduced 
themselves from afllueuce to poverty. One wouid 
think that such men cuuld be salely trusted with 
the management of the anti-slavery cause in 
their own Siaies. 

4. Christ and his apostles did not denounce or ir- 
rilale the slarehoider. 
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bey lived aud preached in countries where public! 


men who held power under it. 


They did not) 


What .s to beeome of the poor free Dlacks 


“require the despot to abdicate, or the slaveholder when thrown upon the world without proieci,,, 
lo emancipate his slaves, wilhout regard to con- deprived of their happy home im the slave 8),),.,’ 


s€ quences. 


used no harsh epithets. 


graces. 


of the parties pleasant and profitable. 


o. The Bible method af dealing with slavery and 


slaveholders is the best method. 
The Bible 
liberty we enjoy. 


— 


Wherever its principles are 


heartily embraced, slavery, oral least the evil of 


Slavery, is sure to die. But how does it effect 
this? 
all who hold power under it? No. 


thing. 
| (naster. 
slave is his brother; made in the image of God 
hus father ; an object of his Saviour’s must lender 


love; endowed like himseli with an immortal 


soul; possessed of powers which will expand 


furever ; capable of being filled bere, in this mo- 


mentary lile, to enjoy ineflavie glory with God 
in Heaves, through endiess ages; and that sueh 


a being should be treated with all ihe consiwWera- 


lion due to his wear relationship, his vasl capaci- 
lies, and his juofty destiny.’’ it addresses nul tre 
fears, not the pride ol the masier, bul the nubiles 
jeelings of his nature; and when it has thus 
gained the master, tl trusts to him in due tine to 
change the law, aud, uulii he law is changed, to 
deprive it of ils power to harm. Jibs 8 the 
Lbibie way of dealing with slavery, aad i is the 
icrue Way. 

Tue policy of the North is a * masterly imac- 


livily,” a * jet alone,” * do-nolhing” policy. 





A Frienp ww Neep.—From the pen of Major 
Noah, of the New York Messenger.— Vie cuiuved 
race 10 Wis Couniry pever Wauied iriends more 
lian they do al the present lime—nol prolessing 
friends, who caicuiale how much political capi 
tai Cath O©€ Mace VY LEE Clamorous i lieir ve- 
hall, bul true Iricnds, Why w isl bo see Lube Com- 
fortable, sale aud bappy. Wiew bas Airica veen 
happy? Lavoring Ulver GiIViIbe Gispicasure, a 
marked aud dillereutiy creaied race irom the 
while mau, diways al War wil) €ach oler im 
their Own Couulry, suid as Slaves by our Norlher:. 
anucesiors, aiid purchased bY Lue Boul bo till live 
land, the only comiort, pruiection, securily, aud 
Salely which they Lave ever cujuyed since licy 
left the jand of Cush, ¢ in Whal bs calied thes 
slavery in the Soulhero Biaies; and Wiis comiurt 
and Salely they are aboul lwo be re0beu ul by a 
ivsl Ol SYMpaluiZing pollliciahe, Calling lheu- 
seives itce-suil men aud ifmeuds vl lie colgred 
race. 

Here, at the North, the poor biacks are not 
permilied lo work divugsmc ul Like white mat 
We reduce Liew to tue lowest grades ol caviii 
zaliop Dy making luem Our serVatits, our Walkers, 
auc our dependails. Once lacy were permilied 
to loliow lhe Lumbie empivygicul of Carrying up 
bricks and muriar, bul hey were Kicked trou 
lhe Jaddert by our white leliow-cilizens. Tiey 
Cicah Duvls, eCuur Civilses, Uul are uel permitted 
lu SWeep sifetis— icy GO HUlowbh uf command 
a ship; they wre oly Covks aud Si\6Walr—tlic) 
are uol merchails, Dalkers, uf UlOKelrs—iliey 
bold no public appoimlwents, aud are rudely 
ibrus! trom Our Cats auc Cafriages-—we do pu! 
cal wilh them or pray Will bem, and m our 
places of amusement there are peus and divi- 
sions im which they may stt by themselves. Is 
iL any wonder thal Ley are poor, Vicious, and 
ihe tumates Of our huspilais and prom’ And 
yel we, who perseculc, negiect and repudsmie 
ihe free biack man here, are filled with tioly 
zeal lo make the slave free at the South, and 
deprive bum o| a home, of lood and clothing, anc 
ol a kind, considerate master; aud we siruggic 
for that ireedom even al ine expense of Dreasiug 
down, dividing, anu destroying Our glorious fe- 
Well may the biacks say: “ Save us 





is the source of all the rational 


By denouncing the law, and stigmatising 
lt does pot 
seek io change the law as the first and great 
lt seeks first to change the heart of the 

it goes to him, and, wm the secents of 
Christian love and kindness, telis him * that his 


Paul did not aid and abet Onesimus! and of kind and sympathising masters 7 Lhe 
in his escape from his master ; nor did he threat- 
en to cut his connexion with the master, if he 
continued to employ the labor of the slave. He 
He called Philemon, | 
‘Slaweholder as he was, his “ deariy beloved fel- 
_low-laborer” in the gospel, and thanked God for 
his “ love and faith,” and all his noble Christies 
He sent back the penitent runaway 
siave to his master, wiih a courteous, concilia- 
tory, and affeetionate letter, calculated to soften 
the feelings, and render all the fulure intercourse 


Governor of Virginio, im his late message io 1), 
| Legisiature propuses to direct by law that 1),, 
'free blacks shull leave the Biate. True, Ihey 
work but little, and idleness ia the paren: of 
crime—true, they corrupt the honest and jjijys. 
rious slave, are useless to themselves, ang , 
burden and injury tothe State. That freedoi, 
so essential to ihe whites 16 to them an unbear,. 
| ble burden. What, however, is to become 
100 000 poor, friendiess, free biacks, driven (i. ,, 
their own State to take refuge in the Nori, 
where we allow them so few privileges? Sup- 
pose all the slave States were wo say lo their bree 
blacks—** My friends, we have given you ex. 
ployment aud bread, but your abolition Irieiuis 
‘in the North are anxious that you should coi 
jorth from the miquily that surrounds you—pgy 
lo them, aad see 1! they wall do as much for yoy 
as we have done!’ What is to beeowe of more 
than balf a miiiton of treed Diacks driven fori) 
io seek the cold charities Of the North? Tue, 
wick starve! We of the Norih will give thew 
nu succor, bo employment, afd yel We are eve: 
im faver ol rending our giorious Covetilution io 
pieces in order to give them hiberly! Waen wii) 
ihe age of reason be revived? We cauuul ce- 
buke the slave Biales m fidding thegselves of 
thesr free biacks, wiich are a dead weil! upo 
ihem ; aud yet we dread the Gay when they sia)! 
be ibrown upon ibe ork Jor eupporh aid psu 
lection. Wirerever we turn, we see mulling u 
ue agitation vi the Siave Gucelivin Bul tus 


i 


| distiess to lbe colored face 





Tue Pavroce..—In referenes bo this excilin; 
question Lae Nalsonal laleliugeucer eapresses bse 


lowing opinion . 

As at present advised, we do not see how th 
proceedmg of the Preswenl, i the beets of | 
Constsiution, is to be legaiized, bul By tie Licaly 
being agai laid Delure tbe Deuale, aud ial Vous 
agreeim,, from the necewsily of the case, W raiily 
ihe brealy over again, Win Lue * Prulocel” i 
corporaicd vf anueked. 

Withoul some such: proceeding, @ the reader 
will al once perceive, Beihber Uaitigitia Hor 
New Mensico, sur the bowwdsty lo the Ki 
Grande, Belong to the Vntied alates, Lie cessivn 
ul those berriluties having been seccepled by li 
iwealy-making puwer oi tue Uasled Diates upon 
comdilions whicn Mexico as Bol agreed Ww yicit 
Unisi thes ditlicully coucerusmg Wee teealy wie 
Dicxico ve au jusieu, aii efleciive boyisbativn quire 
Cerumg thuse lertivres would seem lo be oul 
Ul lhe Gueslivi. 

The following ts from the Washingion Unwn :—- 


We have now the pleasure of jaymmg belore 
our reauers tue Vressseut’s uacesage, wtls Live a 
cullpanying Gucumecnis, relative w lee Weay 
Will Jickicu, Wiech Was yesberuay li aleuillice 
tu twe blouse of KMeprescuiatires, om) Obedience 
io ihe fesviulives Of mequiry Ufoughl loraare vJ 
ic. Biephews, oi Geo. We dowws mol taal bicy 
wiliQe teal Wilh aliclioOn, 460 Will YE Civile bh 
cicd DY CVEry imipaeriid! pefoul 42s a Cical sie 
irressstigie CApusiiion ul lke whete Bubyec!, ave 
a complete and triuaphant vusdication of We 
Executive trum the tit-coussered auc laciwus 
assauil which bas Veen made upon it. No map v! 
uidinary Mmiecligence Cai Consider Lire arguuieil 
of live mtesege, aud lhe bacis Contamed m bit 
ducumscits which weve (ransailted wits il, ane 
nul We Irfesisiioiy ted lo ie eCentiusivn Waal fe 
luiug Oul ignotance, urged OF Dy tactivus maior 
itucc, coud Lave meguited lve Protuco) draw 
up Dy lve Commessioners of the Loned Bilt 
and ihe Mexican sitoister of Foreign Albait 
mio an alletcalion OF a0iugalive Of luc treaty ¥ 
Guadélupe, 4280 Uroughi ivrwate like fadrcuiuue 
charge tual the Preesdent bad wrougiully up 
pressed and cunceaicd a paper aliccisaug tue te 
isdily of ibal lvealy, aud tuc Osdiag lvrce Oo} be 
stipulations. ‘lhe capysiuen given wo the Hivuse 
vi Kepresentalives aud Ww lie country is Su uch 
that we will nulalicasp! lo Capiam i, ase 
couciusive thal we will GOL wasiy essay 
sirenogiinen ii. We will only state, tat lise trea!) 
ul Gusdalupe was submilied W ine Bemate, 466 
aS amieced Dy Lindl Qudy was ratified Gy te Fro 
sudeul of ue United Biates. 1 Oca Dir. bucwans! 
uolilied ike Dlexican Goreromeni, Oy icitel, » 
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— 


mave by the Senate, and of the effects of those 


amendt 
the United States. 
to Congress, along with the 


That letier was communicaled 
ratified trealy, on the 


6th of July, 1848, and was published by ts order. | 


The Commissioners took the letter and the trea- 
ty to Mexico, and forwarded the former to Que- 


veiaro, then the seat of-the Mexican Govern: 
The President of Mexico laid the amend- | 


) {. , 
pie before the Congress of Mexico, and ad- 


vised that the treaty, gs amended, should be rati- 


fed. The subject was taken into consideration | 


with no other explanation from our Government 
thon the letter of Mr. Buchanan, of which no 
one has yet complained, and the treaty, ae amen- 


ded was ratified by both branehes of the Mexi-| 


car, Congress before our Commissioners had been of. 
fuciolly received, ond before they had held any com 
munication or correspondence with the Government 
of Mexico, except to transmit the letter of Mr, 
Buchanet to Benor Rosas. Altes the trealy had 
peen ratiied by the Mexican Cougress in both 
is branches, the President of Mexico, who had 


odvised that rasificalion, desired an explanation | 
from our Commissioners a8 to the eflect of three | 


of the seven amendments made by the Senate of 
ihe United States, and agreed to, in accordance 
with his advice, by the Mexican Governmeni 
‘Jhatexplanation wad given in siriet accordance 
with the leer of Mer. buchanan, and was mant- 
fesily @ truthful exposition of the elects of those 
amendments according to the provisions end 
prwciples of our Constitution. The converes- 
ions in which these explanations were made 
was reduced to writing aud called a Protocol, 
and could noty because to called, have more 
weight than the conversations which tt recorded 
were entitied to, The metructions of our Com- 


missioners were in etrict accordance with the 
constutional rights of the Benate of the Uni 
ted Blotes, aud were faithtuily obeyed. And 

y one who wiil glarce at them, will at 


vue perceive thal it Was unnecessary ihal they 

ot the Protocol, should be sent to Congress 

while many reasons will sugges! themselves why 
tuch ducuments should Hol be hastily spread be- 
fure the world. Ii is not oad never has been the 
practi é of our Governmentlo pursue Wiis Course , 
sud there may be a weli-lounded fear that the 
present depariurg trom eéstebliehed custom may 
Ceuse some lulure injury Ww the public interest. 
lus it is made cleat that the Protocol of con- 
vereslions beld by our Commimsionets and the 
Mexican Minister lor Fores Athans, did not 
mislead the Mexican Vrimdent ; that ut did not give 
“wrong consi lion lo ihe omendments lo the lreuty ; 
tuk att parties knew U could not effect the Lerms of 
he kréaly ; and that Congress has been, since the Gih 
duy (f July, 1646, in posseosion of the fact thal Mr 

Luchanan had made a wmilar taplanation to ihe 
Mecitun Government through Us Mmister for Koo 
reign Affarss. 


The Kaltimore Patriot thus speaks : 


The enplanations given ty Me. Polk in his 
message lor withholding trom Congress and ite 
Coublty all Knowledge ot exmience ol the 
pPOloeol, sought lo ekeuse fins ot Use allegation 

Lhe PIGUCOl Wes Ol to impotlauce, oud did 
wt 6.ffet trom the terme of tive tieaty, ad Coula 
wave eilered them ih nt tad differed 
: in words he wand: 


(ie 


tom 


'4e 


Had the plotwcos Vetied the treaty a4 amended wy 
Yetislie of the Used Piates 
ts nding elect 


“WOU Have ad 


, # 
And yet ihe athington Linton, the official Of 
Ke which it * wut allowed Us lo presume, 

‘e@t 14 ay Other Voce than Uiat of Dir, Pote's 

So @tticle published in anticipation of the 
VAC being sentto tne House, ofd with tive 
V-type Of excusing Dir, Puik tor cot belore ma- 
Big it peuii, said: 

Hed tie protocol contsined any eiipulation which 
"(C8 the Wea.y, thete Could Wave been HO OhetT 
i umeny Wu lo open & Hew hegouauon with Meimces 

= sulneet. Tie Vresident, eter catelally €2- 
4 thee Vistous fetsted HOUNOgZ ih when was 
CnlaAtNy with the weaty, oud therelote did 
SCH A 10 nhthnle any hew negouation. 


+ 004 tlalementie cannut be reconetied. 
i , & ifs 4 


Mr. 
bit message, Ceclares the protecol to 
“tte logee, In hw Organ it is admitted thet 
"GG, it the terme had Ucen diflerent (rom the 
—- ce touted Ube batter, and sreudered it wecer 
4 OPER & DEW hegoliation, Ihus memting Liat 
“SS Of Vem greater force than the ifeaty, ane 
UG BBV tuperteded it. 


u\ iis, i may be argued, proves sethicg more 


‘ 


ax th pT ea 


nents esccording to the Constitution ef | 


the ratification of the treaty, o the amendments | than that the Washington Union and the Pres: | an average net profit ol more than g250 


ident, whose organ MM is, are imconsistent wilh 
each other; end that tho Preset i right and the 
Union wrong. 

‘This we have said before is very likely, The 
treaty, a8 far as the public know, ood as Mr, 
| Polk represents, was approved by the authorities 
(ol the two governments, auihorized lo approve 
it, a8 it was published, Lt would therefore seem 
| to sland by sell, indepeadent of and beyoud any 
modification of it by the protocol, 
| There is enoiher question, however, whieh 
rises up, aud the discussion of which may Hot be 
| avoided by merely denouncing the protocol oi 
| force. 
| ment regard the protocol? Do they Wink it differs 
lrom the treaty, and i so, os binding as the treaty 
Heell? and if t.ey do, are we lo getclear ol by 


alleging that it Wasa" mere Conversealion reduced 


lo writing,” ond that although it was made aud 
bigued by the Commissioners of the two govern 

wens, ur ihe porpuse of inducing the President 

of Mexico \o spprove the realy, and wus heces 
| eary lusecure bis epproval, and only did secure 
it, vO ailention is lo be paidio nf lo viet words, 
tinpat it wasa brick of vue Commissioners bo go! 

ihe treaty fully ratified by Meaieu; that Mr, Poik 
60 Viderslauds il, and thal by concealing Whe pro- 
lucol, he hoped wud intended tu keep Wie peuple 
of both Countries 10 ignorance, Holuuly U1 le ©” 
istence, bul of the ick of Which il Was e¥iueuce, 
bad been practiced on Mexicy? 


i 


We are given lo understund that Mexico re 
gare the protocol asa part wl the trealy TEL 
may be, wed we believe in, wiong i feepeol lo 
fits, Jbul il she cau woke it appear, bal iL © as 
under that impression he tlealy was ratified, 
wheal course would U become us te edopt( lus 


(outt of Chance ry, 8 between two bk dividuals, w 
deed enteted inte vider a deception practices ou 
the poery execuling i, would Ue ithe ly Ww be Va 
Caled wud declated a Ate guverameuts 
beyond the iMuence of thal justice which they 


the ati ativ 


ifwuud 


FEQUHE buegii Ve eduiilib\eied Vels eeu 


flieil 
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From a lote report in Uv Legislature of South Ca 
rolina, wt Copy ime Joliomrong tatroct | 


in the pine trees of Bouth Carviina 
and Ube pioiec,&@ mie OF 
as it ie menbeusiivle. The tar, pric, 
lumber 200 timber whieh they sh vtd, wus 
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It is this: How do the Mexican govern: | 
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to the 
hand, is wasry accomplished in the present state 
of the market, and thie while the eolton planter 
|i# ecorcely able lo realize 4 net gain of more than 
60 to the band, The provls are ot hand, that 
iin North Carolina, from the production of a ein 

gle juvorer of grest aotivily and mdueiry- in a 
season unusually favorable for the yiwid of the 
pine—aod willl prices at a hberal rate, » net 
profit of more than §700 has been realized. Do 
Hot facts such as these present mducementes to a 


; 
' 


diversion of » portion, at least, of our labor, frou 
ite Customary unprofitable channels! 


Emionation.— The following statistics are ab- 
| etracted frow the Ke port uf the Coummasioners 
of Emigration of New York, presented w the 
| Legilature of that Biate : 


| The number of poesengera arrived at the port of 
|New York, during the year 1445, tur whom com 
muteton aod huepial money wae paul, wae 160,176, 
vl whom were 


Natives of lreland 94 O61 
Natives of Germany AWS 
Natives of other euuntieos OV, 142-189 156 


Blatement of vessele with emigrants that have 
atrived atthe port of New York ithe year 1644, 
together with the vf 
Dirthe, &« 


Humver sick, deathe, aud 


“~ 
’ 
7 ; 5 fy * 
Valion of Vesacla of di Ss 
¢ 4 ote 
4 yA ‘ 
sf 4 | 
a CW. Y fang fey 
Amerncan “41 116009 10904 477 4179 
Meritioh a4 HO,022 1A 414 Iw 
(,erman b4i i4. Fia by7 i” 4/ 
French id 1.044 | / Z 
Helyvinn i 1,441 4 4 j 
Mwedieh, Norwegian 
aud Lan ati 20 j LA 24 }7/ f, 
Total 1,041 *195,609 42,5879 1002 346 


‘I ue follow ng lathe shows thee 
sengers which have artived bere 
poris m Kutoye 


number of pas 
from dillerent 


Frown lreland 9% 961 Prom Germeny Ot WTS 
Kiiglaod 25 G61 Reowtimoud ,.446 
Krauce 2 iss W ales 1 Vee 
rr pain 264 wits thand Wy 
Holland } U0 Norway 1 gy] 
Mwedern 15 W wat ludier Ave 
Votiuga 7 ] ay a7i 
Vuland 14 Destiark he 
M. Ameren sl I ismeits 4 
Mexion 3 (hitta j 
(sigece j ‘ 

Tota 164,176 


The Comemineionerse have telmbic information 


that during the eneuiny peat the emigteli rn iron 
Germany will be greater than ever, while tm 
eqtaily ceriawm: thal 1 will @Qhew @ lueribher m 


Ciecasee Ito it¢ciand ate UVirer pars wi Latuys 


nt se cee 


. J eve bucirege eres 
Domnetic Imvonts at Boston —Amonrg tie 
imports ai boston ior (te pear 194°. we Gad th 


r 7 
luoliuwing irom Ballumeore end vine 
of fiat eity 

Ol Zi4 902 tome of eooi 


Viaetes wrull 


there were 12949 ee from Lahiwotc. peadas 
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trade of the Province. The support of Common 
Schools is alluded to, and it is recommended to 
set apart a portion of the public domain in order 
that a fund may be secured for that object. The 
Opposition at one time manifested to the School 
Act in Lower Canada, bas in a great measure 
subsided. He recommends an adherence to the 
policy of securing to all the youth of the Pro- 
vince the blessings of education. 


Spirit of the Press. 
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Tue SLavery Question.—From the New York 
Observer: —We devote a large space in our co- 
lumns this week to the addresses of the Southern 
convention on the slavery question. This sub- 
ject has now become deeply interesting, and, in 
the view of some, threatens the stability of our 
happy Union. It is time, therefore, that all who 
love their country should reflect seriously and 
prayerfuliy upon it, and speak and act as becomes 
Christian patriots. Our own views on the gene- 
ral subject have been frequently given; bui we 
regard this as a proper moment for referring 
again to those considerations which should in- 
duce the North to avoid an action and language 
in reference to slavery, which will unnecessarily 
irritate the South. Among these considerations 
are the following: 

1. Our Southern brethren are not responsible for 
the origin of the evil. 

Slavery was forced upon the American people 
by Britain, to gratify her vile lust of gold in every 
part of the land, and in every period of its colo- 
nial history. 

2. It is not easy to get rid of the evil, suddenly. 

Slavery is the jundamental law upon which all 
the political institutions of the South have been 
based from the beginning. That law was esta- 
blished by Britain at the very commencement of 
the political existence of those communities, It 
gave to the white man despotic power over the 
negro. It constituted the whites a privileged 
class—the aristocracy of the land. The aboli- 
tion of slavery in the South would be, ic other 
words, a voluntary surrender by this aristocracy 
of the power and privileges which they hold 
under the ancient law of their country. Ought 
we to be greatly surprised if this surrender 
should not be made suddenly, even though de- 
manded by public sentiment in the North, and 
in every other civilized country on the globe? 
Where, in history, is there an example of the 
Surrender by an aristocracy of theic ancient 
powers and privileges, however exorbitant and 
oppressive those powers, and however earnest 
the demand for their surrender, when (hat de- 
mand was nol backed by a competent physical 
force? No one wishes to see slavery abolished 
in the South by physical force, and without phy- 
Sical furce it would be a moral miracle if it were 
abulished sudUenly. We must not be too impa- 
tient. 

3. Our Southern brethren have done more to get 
rid of the evil thin could have been reasonably anii- 
cipated. 

When we reflect upon the demoralizing cha- 
racter ol slavery, and the obstructions it Opposes 
to ail improvement, physical, intellectuai, aud 
moral, we are prove to think at tue North that 
there can be notuing good in a Comimunily where 
such an institulion exists. Lhe census vl 1340, 
however, shows that there are, aS tue resuil of 
Voluntary emancipation, in litte Delaware, 14,- 
QUU tree Diacks, or mure than livessixths of the 
Whvle negro population of that Siate; im Mary- 
Jand, 62,0UU iree vlacks, or nearly one-half of 
the negro population of that Siate; in Virginia, 
5U,L0U tree viacks ; in Louisiana, 25,000 5 and in 
all the slave-hvlding States, 215,UUU tree vlacks, 
whose value as slaves, al the moderate esti.vate 
of $900 each, would ve more than $100,000,0uU0! 
—imore than the boasted £20,000,0uU which Bri- 
tain paid for the emancipation of her West ladia 
negroes !—more than the aggregate of the State 
devis of the whole slavehoidimg section of the 
Union! ‘This vast sum is the voluotary sacrifice 
made by Southern slaveholders on the altar of 
anti-slavery feeling and principle! In making ut, 
thousands of noble-mmded men have reduced 
themselves from afllueuce to poverty. One would 
think that such men could be salely trusted with 
the management of the anti-slavery cause in 
their Own Siates. 

4. Christ and his apostles did not denounce or ir- 
rilale the slaveholder. 

‘They lived aud preached in countries where 











the law gave man despotic power over his fel- 
lows, but they did hot denounce the law or the 
men who held power under it. They did not 
require the despot to abdicate, or the slaveholder 
to emancipate his slaves, without regard to con- 
sequences. Paul did not aid and abet Onesimus 
in his escape from his master ; nor did he threat- 
en to cut his connexion with the master, if he 
continued to employ the labor of the slave. He 
used no harsh epithets. He called Philemon, 
Slaveholder as he was, his * dearly beloved fel- 
low-laborer” in the gospel, and thanked God for 
his * love and faith,” and all Lis noble Christian 
graces. He sent back the penitent runaway 
slave to his master, with a courteous, concilia- 
tory, and affectionate letter, calculated to soften 
the feelings, and render all the future intercourse 
of the parties pleasant and profitable. 

5. The Bible method af dealing with slavery and 
slaveholders is the best method. - 

The Bible is the source of all the rational 
liberty we enjoy. Wherever its principles are 
heartily embraced, slavery, orat least the evil of 
slavery, is sure to die. But how does it effect 
this? By denouncing the law, and stigmatising 
all who hold power under it? No. It does not 


ee, 


from our friends! Save us from the pity ang 
protection of the political abolitionists !” 

What is to become of the poor free blacks 
when thrown upon the world without protection, 
deprived of their happy home in the slave States 
and of kind and sympathising masters? The 
Governor of Virginia, m his late message to the 
Legislature proposes to direct by Jaw that the 
free blacks shall leave the State. True, they 
work but little, and idleness ia the parent of 
crime—true, they corrupt the honest and indus. 
trious slave, are useless to themselves, and a 
burden and injury to the State. That freedom 








so essential to the whites is to them an unbeara. 
ble burden. What, however, is to become of 
100,000 poor, friendless, free biacks, driven froig 
their own State to take refuge in the North, 
where we allow them so few privileges? Sup- 
pose all the slave States were to say to their free 
blacks—‘* My friends, we have given you ein- 
ployment and bread, but your abolition friends 
in the North are anxious that you should come 
forth from the iniquity that surrounds you—go 
to them, and see if they will do as much for you 
as we have done!” What is to become of more 
than half a million of treed blacks driven forth 





seek to change the law as the first and great 
thing. It seeks first to change the heart of the | 
master. It goes to him, and, in the accents of | 
Christian Jove and kindness, tells him * that his | 
slave is his brother; made in the image of God | 
his father ; an object of his Saviour’s most tender | 
love; endowed like himself with an immortal 
soul; possessed of powers which will expand 
forever ; capable of being fitted here, in this mo- 
mentary life, to enjoy ineffatle glory with God 
in Heaven, through endless ages; and that such 
a being should be treated with all ihe considera- 
lion due to his near relationship, his vast capaci- | 
ties, and his lofty destiny.” It addresses nut the 
fears, not the pride of the masier, but the nublest 
feelings of his nature; and when it has thus 
gained the master, it trusts to him in due time to 
change the jaw, aud, until the law 1s changed, to | 
deprive it of its power to harm. ‘This is the 
Bible way of dealing with slavery, and it is the 
true way. 

Te policy of the North is a * masterly inac- 
tivity,” a ** let-alone,”’ ** do-nothing” policy. 





A Frienp 1n Neep.—From the pen of Major 
Noah, of the New York Messeng er.— The colored 
race in this country never wauied friends more 
than they do at the present time—not professing 
friends, who calculate how inuch political capi- 
tal can be made by being clamorous in their be- 
half, but true friends, who wish to see them com- 
fortable, sale aud happy. When has Alrica been 
happy? Laboring uncer divine displeasure, a 
marked aud dillereutly created race from the 
white man, always at war with each other io 
their own country, suid as slaves by our Norther. 
ancestors, and purchased by the Suouth to ull the 
land, the only comlort, protection, security, and 
safety which they have ever evjoyed siice they 
left the Jand of Cush, is in what 13. called their 
slavery in the Southern States ; ‘and this comiort 
and safely they are about to be robbed of by a 
host of sympathizing politicians, cailing them- 
selves free-suil men and iriends of the colored | 
race. 

Here, at the North, the poor blacks are not 
permitted to work alougside of the white man. 
We reduce them to the lowest grades of civil. | 
zation by making them our servauls, our wailers, 
and our dependants. Once they were permitied 
to follow the humble empivymeut of carrying up 
bricks and mortar, but they were Kicked frow 
the laddec by our while fteliow-citizens. They 
clean bouts, scour clothes, bul are nol permiited | 
Lo sweep sireets—they do nul own or command | 
a ship; they are only cooks and siewards—they 
are wot merchants, bankers, or brokers—they 
hold no public appointments, and are rudely | 
thrust trom our cars and Carriages-—we do not 
eat with them or pray with ihem, and in our 
places of amusement there are pens and divi- 
sions in which they may sit by themselves. Is 
it any wonder thal they are poor, vicious, and 
the inmates of our hospitals and prisons? And 
yet we, who persecute, neglect and repudiate 
the free black man here, are filled with holy 
zeal to make the slave free at the South, and 
deprive him of a home, of food and clothing, and 
of a kind, considerate master; aud we struggle 
for that lreedom even at the expense of breaking 
down, dividing, and destroying our glorious re- 
public! Well may the biacks say: ‘Save us 











to seek the cold charities of the North?) Tuey 
WILL sTaRvE! We of the North will give them 
no succor, no employment, and yet we are even 
in favor of rending our glorious Constitution to 
pieces in order to give them liberty! When will 
the age of reason be revived? We cannot re- 
buke the slave States in ridding themselves of 
their free blacks, which are a dead weight upon 
them ; and yet we dread the day when they snail 
be thrown upon the North tor support aod pro- 
tection. Wherever we turn, we see polhing in 
ihe agitation of the slave question bul ruta aud 
distress to the colored race. 





Tue Prurocot.—In reference to this exciting 
question the National Inteliigencer expresses the fol- 


lowing opinion : 

As at present advised, we do not see how this 
proceeding of the President, in the teeth of the 
Constitution, is to be legalized, but by the treaty 
being again jaid belore the Senate, and that body 
agreeing, from the necessity of the case, to ratily 
the trealy over agai, witu tue ** Protocol” tus 
corporated of annexed. 

Without some such proceeding, as the reader 
will at once perceive, neither Calslormia nor 
New Mexico, nor the boundsry to the Rio 
Grande, belong to the United states, the cession 
of those territuries having been accepted by the 
treaty-making power ol the United States upon 
conditions whicn Mexico has not agreed to yield. 
Unul this difficulty concerning We treaty with 
Mexico be adjusted, all effective legislation con- 
cernmg those Ferritories would seem to be out 
of the question. 

The following is from the Washington Union :— 


We have now the pleasure of laying before 
our reauvers the Fresideut’s message, wilt the ac- 
compunying documents, relative to the trealy 
with Vlexico, which was yesterday transmitted 
tu the House of Representatives, in obedience 
to the resuvlutions ot iuquiry brought foraard oy 
Mr. Stephens, of Geo. We douvi not that they 
wilive cead wiih allention, and will be Cuusid- 
ered by every impartial person as a Clear and 
irresistivle exposition of the whole subject, aud 
u cowplete and triumphant vindication of the 
Executive from the 1il-considered and factious 
assault which bas been made upon it. No man ot 
ordinary intelligence cau Consider the arguments 
of the message, and the fac\s Contained in the 
ducumeuls which were transmitted with it, and 
not ve irresistioiy led to the Cuncilusivn that no- 
thing but ignorance, urged on Dy factious malevo- 
ieuce, could have maguiled the Protocol drawn 
up by we Commissioners of the Unned States 
aud ihe Mexican Minister of Foreign Aifairs, 
into an allerauion or abrogation of tue treaty of 
Guadalupe, aod brought turward the ridiculous 
charge that the President bad wrongfully sup- 
pressed and concealed a paper allectuug the va- 
jidity of that treaty, and tue Binding furce of its 
stipulations. ‘I'he exposition given to the House 
vol Representatives aud to the country is so lucid 
that we will not altempt to expilaim it, and sv 
conclusive that we wall pot vainly essay tu 
strengthen it, We will only state, that the treaty 
of Guadalupe was submitied to ine Senate, aud 
as amended by that Dody was ratified by the Pre- 
sideut of the United States. thea Mr, tbuchauan 
notified the Mexican Government, by leiter, of 
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the ratification of the treaty, of the amendments 
mave by the Senate, and of the effects of those 
amendments according to the Constitution cf 
the United States. That letter was communicated 
to Congress, along with the ralified treaty, on the 
¢th of July, 1848, and was published by ils order. 
The Commissioners took the letter and the trea- 
ty to Mexico, and forwarded the former to Que- 
retaro, then the seat of-the Mexican Govern- 
ment. The President of Mexico laid the amend- 
ments before the Congress of Mexico, and ad- 
vised that the treaty, as amended, should be rati- 
fied. The subject was taken into consideration 
with no other explanation from our Government 
iban the letter of Mr. Buchanan, of which no 
one has yet complained, and the treaty, as amen- 
ded was ratified by both branches of the Mexi- 
car, Congress before our Commissioners had been of- 
ficially received, and before they had held any com 
municalion or correspondence with the Government 
of Mexico, except to transmit the letter of Mr. 
Buchansn to Senor Rosas. Aftes the treaty had 
been ratified by the Mexican Cougress in both 
its branches, the President of Mexico, who had 
advised that ratificatiorw, desired an explanation 
from our Commissioners as to the eflect of three 
of the seven amendments made by the Senate of 
the United States, and agreed to, in accordance 
with his advice, by the Mexican Governmeni. 
‘}hatexplanation wa3 given in strict accordance 
with the letterof Mr. Buchanan, and was mani-) 
festly a truthful exposition of the effects of those | 
amendments according to the provisions and| 
principles of our Constitution. The convers.-| 
tions in which these explanations were made | 
was reduced to writing and called a Protocol, | 
and could not, because so called, have more | 
weight than the conversations which it recorded | 
were entitled to. The instructions of our Com-| 
missioners were in strict accordance with the| 
constitutional rights of the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States, and were faithlully obeyed. And 
any one who will glarce at them, will at 
vnce perceive that it was unnecessary that they, | 
or the Protocol, should be sent to Congress. | 
while many reasons will suggest themselves why | 
such documents should not be hastily spread be- | 
fore the world. It is not and never has been the 
practice of our Governmentto pursue this course ; 
aud there may be a well-founded fear that the 
present departure from established custom may 
cause sume future injury to the public interest. 
Thus it is made clear that the Protocol of con- 
versations held by our Commissioners and the 
Mexican Minister for Foreign Affairs, did not 
mislead the Mexican President ; that it did not give 
a wrong construction lo the amendments lo the treaty ; 
thul all parties knew ut could not effect the terms of 
ihe treaty ; and that Congress has been, since the 6th | 
day of July, 1848, in possession of’ the fact that Mr. | 
buchanan had, made a similar explanation to the | 
Mexican Government through its uinisler for Fo- 
reign dffairs. 
The Baltimore Patriot thus speaks : 


Tie explanations given by Mr. Polk in his 
message lor withholding from Congress and the 
country all Knowledge olf the existence of the 
protucel, sought to excuse him on the allegation 
that the protocol was of no importance, and did 
hot differ from the terms of the Wealy, and coulu 
not bave altered them if it had differed from 
them. in words he said: | 











Had the protocol varied the treaty as amended by 
the Senate of the United Siates, i would have had | 
no Dinding eflect. 

And yet the Washington Union, the official or. | 
§an,—which it is net allowed us lo presume, | 
Speaks in any other voice than that ol Mr, Polk’s 
—in an article published in anticipation of the 
protocol being sent to the House, and with the 
purpuse of excusing Mr. Polk fur sot before ma- 
king it public, said ; 

Had the protocol contained any stipulation which 
Violated the treaiy, there could have been no other 
remedy but to open a new negouation with Mexico 
On the subject. The Presideut, after carefully ex- 
amining the Protocol, tuund nothing In it which was 
hut in contormity with the treaty, and therefore did 
Hot atlenpt lo imstituie any new negotiation. 

These statements cannot be reconciled. Mr. 
Polk in his message, declares the protecol to 
have no force, in his organ it is admitted that 
1t Would, if its terms had been diflerent from the 
(realy, nullified the latter, and rendered it neces- 
Sary \o open a new negotiation, thus insisting that 
it Was of even greater force than the trealy, and 
Could have superseded it. 


than that the Washington Union and the Presi- 
dent, whose organ it is, are inconsistent with 
each other; and that tho Presidet is right and the 
Union wrong. 

This we have said before is very likely. The 
treaty, as far asthe public know, and as Mr. 
Polk represents, was approved by the authorities 
of the two governments, authorized to approve 
it, as it was published. It would therefore seem 
to sland by itself, independent of and beyond any 
modification of it by the protocol. 

There is another question, however, which 
rises up, and the discussion of which may not be 
avcided by merely denouncing the protocol oi 
force. Itis this: How do the Mexican govern- 
ment regard the protocol? Do they think it differs 
from the treaty, and if so, as binding as the trealy 
itself? and if tuey do, are we to getclear ol it by 
alleging that it wasa‘** mere conversation reduced 
lo writieg,” and that although it was made and 
signed by the Commissioners of the two govern- 
ments, for the porpose of inducing the President 
ef Mexico to approve the treaty, and was neces- 
sary tosecure his approval, and only did secure 
it, no aitention Is to De paid toit? in uther words, 
that it wasa trick of our Commissioners to get 
the treaty fully ratified by Mexico; that Mr. Polk 
so understands it, and that by concealing the pro- 
tocol, he hoped and intended to keep the peuple 
of both countries 1p ignorance, not vuly ol its ex- 
istence, bul ol the trick of which it Was evidence, 
had been practiced on Mexico? 

We are given to understand that Mexico re- 
gard the protocol as a part of the treaty. She 
may be, and we believe is, wrong in respect to 

this. But if she can make it appear, that it was 
under that impression the treaty was ratified, 
what course wuuid it become us to adopt? In a 
Court of Chancery, as between two ic.dividuals, a 
deed entered into under a deception practiced ou 
ihe party executing it, would be likely lo be va- 
cated and declared a fraud. Are governments 
veyond the influence of that justice which they 
reyuire shail be admuuistered Delween wan anu 
Cau? 








Statistics, 


Lumper Teape or SoutnH Carotina.—South 
Carola bas a0 immense quantity ol valuable 
timber, from which her cil.Zeus are deriving in- 
creased profits every year. We annex a tavle, 
showiby the exports of lumber frum the port oi 
Charleston to loreign countries, and also cvuast- 
wise, for the past lour years: 





Years, Foreign. Coastwise. Total. 
1545 feet 1,190,108 8,727,301 9 923,460 
1346 1,429,094 12,231,961 = 13.601,057 
1347 2.7250l4 9,208,120 11 933,134 
iba3 3,762,310  20,226,U61 23, 938,071 
9,112,586 50,393,445 59,506,031 


Estimating the value of (his luinber at the wills, 
(before it is removed,) at seventy-live cents per 
hundred feet, the whule product is $446,295. 
Say that the cost of transportation to mosrket ts 
one-third of this amount, (148,573,) the luwber 
can be offurded to the stipper at Charleston, at 
ten dollars per thousand feet, 


From a late report in the Legislature of South Ca- 
rolina, we copy the following extruct : 


In the pine trees of South Carolina, lie hidden 
and unexplored, a mine of wealth, as valuable 
as it is mWexhaustible. The tar, pitch, turpentine, 
lumber aud timber which they aiford, and the de 
mand for witch, in the European market-, is of in- 
calculable extent, ren.er them the most vali able 
trees of our boresis, and the day ts not far distant, 
when, in consequence of a correct appreciation of 
their value, the pine forests which abound in every 
partof our State will be carefuily conserved— 
they will be fenced and hedged around with safe- 
guards from injury, and instead of beboiding ip 
our Cotton-fielus thousands of belted trees, the 
mocking monuments of a reckless and disastrous 
policy, we shall jealously provide for their use 
and iwprovement. The experiments which have 
already been made, in the production of such 
naval stores as the pine produces, have been al- 
tended with the most gratifying success. At one 
of the depots on the South Carolina Railroad 
may now be seen more than SUU barrels of tur- 
pentine, ready for shipment, which are buta 
portion of the produce of «@ single individual en- 
gaged in this new and profitable business. The 





But this, it may be argued, proves nothing more 


resulls of these experiments clearly prove, that 


an average net profitof more than $250 to the 
hand, is easivy accomplished in the present state 
of the market, and this while the cotton planter 
is scarcely able to realize a net gain of more than 
$50 to the hand. The proofs are at hand, that 
in North Carolina, from the production of a sin- 
gle laborer of great activity and indusiry—in a 
season unusually favorable for the yield of the 
pine—and with prices at a liberal rate, a net 
profit of more than $700 has been realized. Do 
not facts such as these present inducements to a 
diversion of a portion, at least, of our labor, from 
its customary unprofitable channels! 


EmiGRaTion.—The following statistics are ab- 
stracted from the Report of the Commussioners 
of Emigration of New York, presented to the 
Legislature of that State: 


The number of passengers arrived at the port of 
New York, during the year 1848, fur whom com- 
mutation and hospital money was paid, was 189,176 ; 
of whom were— 
Natives of Ireland 
Natives of Germany 51,973 
Nauives of other countries 39, 142—189, 176 

Statement of vessels with emigrants that have 
arrived at the port of New York in the year 1848, 
together with the number of sick, deaths, and 
births, &c.: 


98 061 











n 
; b 3 ' 

Nation of Vessels. 3 & 3 as 

= 3 = S os 

. = 2a R A 
American 53L 116009 1094 477 179 
British 341 66,022 1,830 414 120 
German 125 =14,873 —  . 
| French 14 1,548 1 pide 
| Belgian 10 ~—-'1,431 Pr ane | 

Swedish, Norwegian 

and Danish 20 i 626 94 17 6 
Total 1,041 *195,509 3,U79 1002 346 


The following table shows the number of pas- 
sengers which have arrived here from dilferent 
ports in Europe: 








| From Ireland 98,961 From Germany 51,975 
England 23.061 Scotland 6,415 
France 2,734 Wales 1 054 
Spain 254 Switzerland 1,622 
Holland 1,500 Norwa 1,207 
Sweden 165 West Indies 399 
Portugal 57 Lraly 321 
Poland 79 Denmark 52 
S. America 31 Russia 28 
Mexico 12 China 1 
Greece l 
| Total 159,176 


| The Commissioners have reliable information 
| that during the ensuing year the emigration from 
Germany will be greater than ever, while it is 
| equally certain that it will show a further in- 
/crease from lreland and other parts uf Europe. 


* including citizens. 





Domestic Imporrs at Boston —Among the 
imports at Boston for the year 18438, we find the 
foliowing from Baltimore and other places south 

of that city: 
| Of 274,902 tons of coal from domestic ports, 
| there were 12,949 tons from Baltimore, besides 
58.793 bushels trom Richmond. 
| Ot 940,737 bbis. flour, there were from Balti- 
‘more 19,963, and from Alexandria 21,056, 
| Georgetown 11,636, Fredericksburg 32,869, Rich- 
| mond 30,522 bbis. The total in 1847 was 1,036,- 
| 733. 
| As to grain, of 3,748 509 bushels of corn im- 
| ported, there were from Baltimore 863,651 bush- 
(els; Norfolk 314 136 ; Fredericksburg 200,523 ; 
|Alexandria and Georgetown 139,790; other Vir- 
|ginia ports 77,496. Of 439,725 bushels of oats, 
there were from Baltimore 17,201, and from 
Georgetown and Alexandria 553 bushels. Of 
| 75,484 bushels rye, there were from Alexandria 
and Georgetown 1,422 bushels. Of a total! of 
41,732 bushels shorts, there were from Norfolk 
3,188, and from Fredericksburg 4,400 bushels— 
also, 8,553 bushels from other Virginia ports. 

Out of 644,075 sides imported, there were from 
Baltimore and Alexandria 110,350. 

The total importations of tar were 19,580 bbis., 
of which 630 were from Baltimore, 913 from 
Norfolk, and 40 from Fredericksburg. ‘The lar- 
ger portion, of course, came from more Southern 
ports, as 8,759 bbls. from Wilmington and 2,265 
irom Washington, N.C.,&c. Tnere were 19;- 
638 bbis. Turpentwe also imported froin these 
more Southern ports. 
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New York Sraristics ror 1848.—As to mor- 
tality the tables show that there were 14,618 
deaths during the past year—of which 7,706 were 
females, and 6 912 males—a falling off from 1847 
of 881, though greater than any other previous 
year. 

As to crimes, the whole number of persons con- 
victed and discharged in all the courts, was 5,- 
038; sentenced to be executed 1; sentenced to 
the State Prison, (men 119, women 17,) 136. [Ag- 
gregate time of sentence, 448 years and 10 mos.] 
Sentenced to the Penitentiary, (men 700, women 
170,) 870; sentenced to the City Prison, (men 
162, women 67,) 229; sentenced to the House of 
Refuge, (boys 68, girls 3,) 71. Out of 5 murder 
trials there was but one conviction, and the only 
rape.case resulted in acquittal. 

As to fires, there was a total of 428 fires, and 
110 false alarms. The loss was about.g640,000; 
aud during the year 13 persons have been burned 
to death, and 2 killed by the falling of the wails; 
about 40 fires were caused by camphine lamps, 
and 120 by incendiaries. The excess of fires au- 
ring 1348, over 1847, is 163 fires and 12 false 
alarms. The excess of damage amounts to 
$184.000. 


OnonpaGca Satt.—The Superintendent of the 
Onondaga Salt Springs recently submitted a re- 
portto the Legislature, from which we learn 
that the whole quantity of salt ma ufactured and 
inspected on the Reservation during the year 
1848, was 4,737,126 bushels—being 785,774 bu 
shels more than was inspected the previous 
year. 

The amount of Onondaga salt reaching tide 
water and the ports of Buffalo and Oswego, 
from 1345 to 1848 inclusive, appears from the 
following : 


Tile water. Buffalo. Oswego. 
1845 883,842 582,695 817,770 
1846 692,442 566,572 1 529,475 
1847 382,290 667,192 1,568 995 
1848 343,618 1,334,867 2,186,510 


The amount of revenue received by the Su- 
perintendent during the year 1848 was $47,442 55. 
To the above, the duties on 8920 bushels salt 
received by his predecessor for two weeks in 
January, 1848, being $89.21, is to be added, 
making the total revenue from all sources du- 
ring the year, $47,531 76. The sum of $35,000 
was appropriated by Chap. 7, laws 1848, for ihe 
expenses of the springs. The sum of $26,025 04 
has been expeaded during the year. 

Amount of revenue from all sources $47,531 76 
Awount of expenditure $26 025 04 
Amount paid jor bounty 15 26 
26,040 30 





Net revenue $31,491 U6 


The act of 1849, reducing the amount of duty 
from six ceuls lo one cent per bushel, is strongly 
recommended, as wellas a re purchase of the 
salt land disposed of in 1827. 





CommerciaL Statistics. —We find in the Bus- 











ton Advertiser, the toliowiwg tables: "‘Lotal American 1,375,355 874,100 
. 3 : . : hr 2004 * : Brazil and Poitugal 100,201 110.200 
Sperm and Whale Oil imported into the United | Mediterranean 29,010 20.700 
Slates. | Hast Indies 227,512 222,800 
= Ke = 4 BZ = Demuarata, West Indies, &c. 7 BsY 4,906 
—. = 8 > ce aoe aah 
Sn 3 % Total packages 1,739,997 1,232,700 
S S = E- Ext:eme prices in each year. 
“y : 18i7. 1848. 
1848 192 16 7 107 536 230,656 ry eee a 
1847 214 28) «1 = 21,410 320,645 a aa ah . a ee 
1346 15339 Y5,217 207,493 | Upland 4$a53 GZadj; 3a4}3 4p a6 
1540 217 ly 6 167,919 272,73) New Orleans 4; 8 63 10 zh 65 423 5 
lo44 FSS TT 139,594 262,47 | Sea Island 8 25 123 30 6 20 8 28 
Imports of Saltpetre into the United States. Pernambuco 6 8 72 9! 4, 53 6 8 
Boston Other places. Tojal bags’ | Maranham 432 62 62 3% 33.5 43 «7 
1848 63,771 9,026 72,197 | Egypuan 53083 67 «Il 437, 6 8 
1347 63,453 13,170 76,623 | Surat wg 45 4 8 wg 35 1g 45 
1846 58,565 2.945 61,510 | Demarara Bits -8 ie $8, 38 


1845 41,411 9,063 


1544 37,557 2,415 39,975 | 


Exports of Teas from China to the United States for | Stock in the ports, ist Jan., 1849 


the year ending June 30, 1848, ali in American 
vessels. 


Green, Chests. 

Hyson 12,926 

Young Hyson 95,870 

Hyson Skin and Twankey 56,113 

Imperial 10,200 
Gunpowder 11,022— 186,167 
Black. 

Souchong and Congo 47,620 
Pouchong 6,200 


50,474 | General Statement of the Import, Export, and Con- 





Pecco aud Orange Pecco 81U— 54,700 


Total fur 1848 





240 867 


' 
| 
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1847 233,018 1845 256,683 
1846 223,682 1544 179,021 


From the import for the past year should be de- 
ducted as lost at sea, the entire cargo of ship Yumchi, 
and one half or more of the cargo of ship Paul Jones, 
say 14,000 chests, mostly green. —- 

Whalebone.—The stock in the country is 994,000 
lbs., against 543 last year. 


The Imports into the United States have been : 
1848 Ibs. 2,0°3,000" 1845 Ibs. 3,167,142 
1847 3,459,124 1844 2,532,445 
1846 2,276,939 


Commerce oF CuARLEstTon.—Statement of the 
Foreign Commerce of the port of Charleston, 
during the year 1848: 

Merchandise Exported to Foreign Ports. 


In American vessels $4,369,186 
In Foreign 3,602,499 





$7,971.685 
Merchandise Exported to coastwise ports 2,431,854 


Total Exports $10,453,549 
Entries of Vessels from Foreign Ports. 








Vessels. Tons. Men. 

American 120 28,949 }102 

Foreign 27 39 336 1793 

Total Entries 247 68,285 2895 
Clearances of Vessels to Foreign Ports. 

American 187 57.345 2152 

Foreign 158 49,900 2090 





~ 345 107,248 4242 
Value of Cotton and Rice Exporied in American 
Vessels to Foreign Porls. 
Cotton, Sea Island 3,690,291 ibs. Value. 





Upland 43,087,743 $3,646,623 

Rice tierces 25,456 525 8245 
rough, bushels 163,424 143,216 
$4,315,665 


In Foreign Vessels to Foreign Ports. 
Cotton, Upland 26,176.911 ibs. Value. 
Sea Istand 2,425,014 $2,899,473 
Rice llerces 15,69 558,866 
rough, bushels 257,223 362,942 
$3,521,251 
meee 
Total value of Cotton, Rice and R. Rice $7,536,946 
Value of Cotion and Rice Exported Coastwwise. 
Cotton Upland 41,422,600 Ibs. Value. 





Sea Island 263,700 $1,284 362 
Rice, lierces 51,917 920,506 
Total ¢ 2,204,863 


Cotron Trave or Great Bairain — From the 
circular of George Holt & Co. we condense the 
following statement of the lwports, Stocks, &c., 
of Cotton iu Great Britain during the past two 
years: 

Imports. 1843. 1847, 





— 


Consumed in England, 1,367, 
900 or 26,306 bags perweek 

Consumed in Scotland, 95.- 
700 or 1,840 bags per week 

Remaining on hand in the ports 


—=- 1,463,600 


Ist Jan., 1849 498 600 
In dealers and spinners’ hands, 
England 93,000 100 
In dealers and Spinners’ hands, 2000 
Scotland, 7, . 
2,250,800 


Sraristics or THE INSANE.—There are 442 jn. 
sane persons in New Jersey, being 1 in every 844 
inhabitants; in Maine, there are 1 to 795; New 
Hampshire, 1 to 563; Massachusetts, 1 to 5-¢, 
Rhode Island, 1 to 503; Connecticut, I to 572, 
Vermont, 1 to 710; Kentucky, 1 to 799; New 
York, 1 to 1,038; South Carolina, 1 to 6,153, 
Louisiana, ] to 3,524; Michigan, 1 to 3 263, 
lowa, 1 to 3.919 ; District of Columbia, 1 to 2,03}; 
and the population of the United States is 1 to 
977. : 

OBITUARY RECORD. 

Colonel Oakey, Trustee of the [Illinois and 
Michigan Canal, on the part of the State of I\ji- 
nois, died at his residence, in that State, on the 
first of January last. 


General Ruxanp, Indian Agent, and bong at- 
tached to General Harrison’s staff, died at Jef. 
ferson City, Missouri, on the Sth ult. 


Dr. Leninas, Secretary of the American Bible 
Society, died at Cincinnati, on the 10th inst. 


Micanopee (Pond King), principal Chief of the 
Seminole Indians, and one of the bandful of war- 
riors who kept in awe the State of Florida, suc- 
cessfully resisting the government and maintain- 
ing possession of the country against a force 
twenty times their number, died recently at Fort 
Gibson, while op a vis:t of business to that post. 


Benzamin Watuins Leien, of Vireinia, died 
at his residence ww Richmond, on the 2ad inst. 





Captain Aveustus L. Suepparp, of the eighth 
Infantry, U.S. Army, died suddenly on the 22nd 
ult., at Jeflerson Barracks, Missour). 


Commodore George C. DeKay, formerly of 
the Columbian service, died at New York, on the 
3ist ult. 


The Baliimore Palriot annoupces the death of 
Captain James M. Hitt, U. 8S. Quartermaster at 
that station, on the 29th ult. i 


Mr. Tuomrson, member of the Legislature of 
Virginia, trom the county of Botetourt, while 
addressing the House, on the 8h inst, in expla- 
nation of a bill which he had just reported, sank 
down into his seat, and expired in a few minutes 
alter. 

Deatn or Caprain Dutcnu.—The Cherokee 
Advocate announces the death of Cuptain Wil- 
liam Duteh, an old Cherokee, and the most dar- 
ing warrior of the tribe. He signatized his 
prowess in war with the Osages. He married 
among them, but they put his wife to death for 
some cuuse, and Dutch gave himself up to re- 
venge. He made his nauea terror to the Osages. 
Of late, be wasa useiul member of the Coerekee 
National Council. 








suinptiun of Great Britain, in tue year 1848, 








451,990 | 
Do. dealers and spianers’ hands, 
England 55,000 
Scotland 5,000 
60,000 
Import in 1848 1,739,900 
2,251,800 
Export to the Continent and Ireland, 123,- 
700 American— 11,200 Brazil and West 
India--54,000 East India--100 Egyptian 189,600 


Taken for consumption of England and 
Scouand from the ports 1,503,600 
Decrease of stock in the hands 





of dealers and spinners 40,000 
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